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Mark your calendars for these special events coming soon: 
 

This month CEPA will be joining the Chicago Executive Airport in our Annual                                      

Run the Runway event.  Saturday, June 28, from  7:30 am .  See article on page 4 for details.   

 
 

On July 30  CEPA will host our Annual  

Membership Appreciation Hangar Party and Scholarship Presentation                                 

Join us to share a picnic supper with your fellow CEPA members and guests                              

and celebrate our winners!                                                                                                                

Wednesday, July 30, 6:00 pm, Hangar 5 

 

  

  

SAFETY PROGRAM 
JOIN US ON JUNE 25th AT 7:00 PM 

For our regular monthly Safety Program at Harper  

 

Thunderstorms NO   
presented by  

 Jerrold Seckler 

                                     

  

Learning and Career Center 
1375 South Wolf Road, Prospect Heights, 60070 

 Located on Wolf Road, one block south of Palatine Road 

WINGS CREDITS AWARDED AT END OF PRESENTATION 

 

FUTURE TOPICS/PROGRAMS 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

Meet our New CEPA Members 

Bob Reynolds 
Alexander Kazimierski 

Bill Samatas  
 

MAY SAFETY PROGRAM  

Past President and Super CFII Michael Baraz presented      
a safety program on avoiding aircraft. A select group         

of avid learners and sharers joined him in this                      
WINGS eligible program. 

Photo credit 

Ken Swain 

https://www.harpercollege.edu/lcc/index.php


2025 CALENDAR 

OUR BOARD MEETS MONTHLY  1st Monday 7pm         
Atlantic Aviation Conference Room  7:00pm                                    

2025 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  

 

PRESIDENT  Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847 

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

VICE PRESIDENT Matt Souza  224-256-7002 

   matt.souza.1982@gmail.com 

SECRETARY  Kevin Frank  847-987-4186  

          kevinfrank43@gmail.com 

TREASURER  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890 

   Michael@baraz.us                                    

 DIRECTORS  Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com    

   Christopher Oakes 630 707-4735  

   chrisoakes2724@sbcglobal.net 

   John Munger  847-922-5999 

      jmunger@janlaw.com 

                                   

COMMITTEES 
 

 

SCHOLARSHIP S Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net   

BYLAWS/LEGAL Christopher Oakes 630-707-4735 
   cdoakes@coxattorneys.com 

MEMBERSHIP  Kevin Frank renewals 
   Matt Souza new members 
                                
SAFETY/PROGRAMS Michael Baraz  630-781-8890
   michael@baraz.us                                  
   

AVIATION HALL FAME Christopher Oakes 630-707-4735 
   cdoakes@coxattorneys.com                                  

PR/SOCIAL MEDIA Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789
   cd987rusty@aol.com    

WEBMASTER  Matt Souza  224-256-7002 
   papa@pwkpilots.org 

NEWSLETTER MGR Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

 AD SALES Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789
   cd987rusty@aol.com 
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Chicago Executive Pilots’ Association Newsletter is published monthly  This organization was formed in 1986 as a forum for the users of Chicago 

Executive Airport  (formerly Palwaukee) and as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the governing body to the 

users.  Our mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment with 

the pilots, users and community.  Membership is open to users of Chicago Executive Airport who support the goals and objectives as stated in the 

bylaws. Dues are $40.00 annually and include newsletter. 

Letters to the Editor, feedback, concerns or questions and any articles submitted must be received by the 20th of the month. Submissions will be 
printed on a space available basis and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content.  Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an 
email to editor@pwkpilots.org.  Please make prior arrangement with the editor for any files not electronically transmitted,  

        CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER  1005 S WOLF ROAD  STE 106    WHEELING, IL 60090-6408 

                                              

  9-3 Atlantic  

6-2  10-1 Aviation 

7-7   11-5 Conference 

 8-6  12-3 Room 

   

   

SAFETY PROGRAMS 

   9-24    

 6-25 10-22 Harper College 

8-27 11-12 Prospect Hts 

    

                           

 

   

 

 

JULY 30    

DINNER &          

SCHOLARSHIP 

AWARDS EVENT  

  

  
 

Membership in Chicago Executive Pilots Association is 
open to any user of Chicago Executive Airport. Dues are 
$40.00 annually and include a subscription to our monthly 
newsletter.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Associate Members (family members, businesses at 
KPWK, youth aviation organization members-like Aviation 
Explorers, Civil Air Patrol and others) are $15.00 per year.   
 

Student Members $15.00 per year are expected to 
change to another category upon earning their first     
certificate.   
 

CEPA has many ways you can maximize your membership    
Safety programs        Social events           Newsletters                                                          

mailto:kevinfrank43@gmail.com
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

Fly Market    Classified Ads 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Ad paid through December 2024 

Ad paid through December 2024 

 

FOR SALE  
¼ share 1974 182P based at PWK      

Nice paint   Leather interior 

Low time engine & prop 

 Well maintained with full Garmin stack                                   

Garmin G5 HSI & attitude ind.    Call for more info    847-736-3045     

 

   

Redbird Jay Flight Simulator and RD1 Rudder Pedals 
 

- Upgraded RAM Memory to 40GB 
- Additional 256 GB SSD Installed 

Reach out at (224) 256-7002 for more info 
 
 
       

Members can place aviation related ads here free of charge   

Contact  “newsletter@pwkpilots.org”   by 20th of the month. 



 OUR SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS HAVE BEEN JUDGED.  THE RESULTS WILL BE  

ANNOUNCED IN OUR JULY NEWSLETTER AND PRESENTATIONS MADE  

AT OUR HANGAR PARTY EVENT JULY 30.   

  

REPRINTED FROM CALLBACK 

ASRS’s award winning publication CALLBACK is a monthly safety newsletter, which includes de-identified ASRS report 

excerpts with supporting commentary in a popular “lessons learned” format. In addition, CALLBACK may contain fea-

tures on ASRS research studies and related aviation safety information. The mission of ASRS is to disseminate infor-

mation to the proper authorities who can investigate and determine if action is warranted.  

Part 91 – “…Wisdom Listens.”    This FBO AMT listened while towing a Piper Seminole. Inquisitive and proac-

tive, the Technician discovered and corrected a serious problem with the wheel assembly. 

“During tow operations, I had noticed a noise coming from the left main landing gear. The wheel cover was removed, 

and the axle nut was found rolling loose inside of the cover without a safety device. I removed the wheel assembly 

and inspected for damage. Upon inspection I found that both wheel bearings were damaged. I cleaned and inspected 

the rest of the wheel assembly for any other damage, but no other damage was found. The wheel assembly was then 

reassembled with new bearings with appropriate grease, and a new tire tube. The wheel assembly was then rein-

stalled on the aircraft, and I ensured this time that the axle nut was tightened properly and a correct safety device 

was installed. “ 

A reminder that all of our senses are valuable when assessing the state of the aircraft and if the pilot!                                

Eyes, ears, nose, touch and especially brain should be engaged.   

SUBSCRIBE TO CALLBACK   https://asrs.arc.nasa.gov  

Join CEPA for Chicago Executive Airport's 10th year 
of Run The Runway! 

Race Date: Saturday, June 28, 2025 at 8:00 AM 

A unique opportunity for runners, families and anyone interested 
in aviation to run/walk on an actual airport runway, learn about 
flying and get up-close views of aircraft.  
 

Join us for a 5K Run, 1 Mile Walk and Kids Dash on the main      
runway and taxiways at Chicago Executive Airport. The 5K course   
is USATF Certified and chip timed. Hang out after your event for   
podium awards, music, food, giveaways and kids activities. Plus 
keep an eye out for CEPA's booth; we just might have something 
for you and the little ones! 
 

Strollers and wagons are welcome. No pets are allowed.  
For more information and to Register: 

https://runsignup.com/Race/IL/Wheeling/RunTheRunwayAtCEAPWK 

https://asrs.arc.nasa.gov/


 FAA                      Download Digital Copy 
 

FAA Notice – AirVenture Flight Procedures 

 

 

The free 32-page booklet is an absolute must if you're flying an aircraft to Oshkosh. It outlines all arrival/
departure procedures, radio frequencies, Wittman Regional Airport details, and much more. 
Although many of the procedures are similar to previous years, there are updates in nearly every area to  
enhance safety, efficiency, and convenience for the thousands of airplanes expected at the World's Greatest 
Aviation Celebration®. 
 
The EAA AirVenture flight procedures Notice is required reading and should be part of a pilot's pre-flight 
preparation. 
 
Graphic TFR NOTAMs: When flying in the U.S., EAA strongly encourages you to check NOTAMs and Notices 
for current temporary flight restrictions (TFR) that may affect your flight route. 

CHICAGO EXECUTIVE AIRPORT UPDATE 25-002 Construct Northeast Quadrant Apron    

As part of the recent Airport Master Plan Project which started several years ago, it was determined that the northeast-
ern quadrant would make a suitable location to create a new parking location for light aircraft. This new apron, when 
completed, will replace long time permitted tie-down parking location known as “Area 2 & 3”. This project is expected to 
take approximately 3 months to complete. Upon completion of principal construction and state inspection, we will reach 
out to our permitted Tenants at Area 2 for them to relocate to the new apron. Once all the Tenant’s aircraft are moved, 
Area 2 will become permanently closed and will be redeveloped into a previously announced large hangar project. No 
runway closures are anticipated with this project.   

 

https://www.eaa.org/~/media/3240C8A4C48C414791A8B56CB1520581.ashx


 

 

Secretary Duffy’s ATC Modernization Plan Has Just a Couple of Problems                                                                                          

“The performance of the system depends on how the parts fit, not how they act taken separately.”                                

Doctor Russell Ackoff – American organizational theorist,  consultant, a pioneer in the field of operations rsearch, systems think-

ing and management science.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

In case you missed last week’s unveiling of the White House plan to revitalize the nation’s arthritic air traffic control system, I’d 
encourage you to spend an hour or so watching the video replay of DOT Secretary Sean Duffy strutting around the stage like 
rooster in a new hen house as he detailed the plan. Just be ready to see a parade of airline CEOs, association execs, and politi-
cians patting the administration on the back before the show moves to the details. It was quite the show. 

Of course, let’s not forget Mr. Duffy’s boss is Donald J Trump, a fellow who has some experience spectacularly plastering a mes-

sage around the media nearly every hour of every day. 

 

The Department plans to rip the guts out of the old ATC radar, radio, and connectivity systems, technology for which there often 

are no spare parts when a breakdown occurs. It’s a system in which the mice have probably chewed through the wiring to cause 

the radar screens to go dark and the radios to go dead, as it appears happened at Newark over the past few weeks. A Newark 

controller recently transferred from the NY TRACON said, “Some of us have lost confidence in the equipment. The drop in service 

quality isn’t from a lack of care. It’s from a lack of resources.” 

The DOT in the next three years or so plans to “seek to transform the United States air traffic control system from its current 
antiquated state to a modern system capable of meeting the demands of today and the future. This proposal will build a new, 
state-of-the-art, air traffic control system in three years that will enhance the safety and efficiency of our nation’s airspace.” 

This all sounds impressive, and it will be, IF the agency can pull it off. But nothing will happen without serious support from    

Congress. 

That’s What 

Tens of thousands of American households include better constructed home theatre systems than what’s available at the Phila-

delphia TRACON from where the Newark sector ATC instructions flow. So why has the nation’s ATC system been pieced together 

with chicken wire and Duct tape? 

The goal seemed to be to get the technology to work, but not necessarily to build a new ATC system. There were many vendors 

to corral and the money to pay for everything appeared in drips and drabs. And too, no one really cared that much because even 

the old technology still worked, except when it didn’t. 

On a more serious note, I actually don’t deny the Secretary his moment of 

glory, because never in the 40 years since I left the FAA have I seen any ad-

ministration spend as much media time focusing on an ATC overhaul. Of 

course, there’s been no lack of ideas over the past 40 years. Remember the 

MLS, AAS, ISSS, FANS, GPS, CPDLC, NextGen, STARS, and ERAM. Some 

worked. But all of them demanded huge sums of taxpayer cash. Some broke 

down, and nearly all ran over budget. Most importantly, even the new tech-

nology was usually outdated by the time the FAA was putting together the 

bits and pieces. 

But that was then. This is now. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Organizational_theorist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Management_consulting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operations_research
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Systems_thinking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Systems_thinking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Management_science
https://www.youtube.com/live/fEqNa_hC2lE?si=BQ427wXqpabBi47n
https://www.transportation.gov/briefing-room/brand-new-air-traffic-control-system-plan


  

 

But Where’s the How? 

If you read the plan, you’ll notice that nowhere does it mention the men and women operating this new Gee-Wizz technology. 

Remember them, Mr. Duffy? Those are the folks who are often still working mandatory six-day weeks with 10-hour shifts. And 

this will continue for at least another two or three years before there’s any relief? Really? 

You’ve often mentioned the need to hire more air traffic controllers. That’s a great idea. But what’s your strategy for that? For 

decades, the plan has been simple. If the system needs 2,000 new controllers, hire 2,000 new controllers. Except that idea has 

never worked either, because the failure rate of trainees still hovers around 30-35 percent. If you want 2,000 new controllers, 

you probably need to begin training 2500-3000 people to end up with 2000. The chronic understaffing isn’t a recent problem. 

It’s not even a 10-year-old problem. The core of the staffing issue dates back to August 3, 1981, when President Reagan fired 

nearly 13,000 controllers. I was not a supporter of the strike, though. I’m simply pointing out that the agency never took the 

action it should have to fix staffing back then. 

Nowhere in the plan does anyone mention that the agency needs a better way to qualify applicants before they start training, to 

learn whether they have the right stuff to survive in this job? It takes some people a while to realize that a grueling week of mak-

ing split-second decisions eight hours a day isn’t for them. By then, the agency had wasted months and sometimes years on 

someone who never came up to speed. The only solution at that point is to grab another recruit and start the journey again. 

I understand why all those people at the podium the other day were practically giddy about the Secretary’s plan. There hasn’t 

been anything like it since 1981. But the US has the world’s biggest, safest, and most complex ATC system. This sounds impres-

sive, but the details of how the President’s “Great Big Beautiful ATC system” will come together are noticeably absent. Where’s 

the research data or the big questions the DOT asked before they began? Many worry Mr. Trump will hand this project over to 

his pal Elon Musk and let him run with it like he did DOGE. 

And while Mr. Musk’s companies have helped create some impressive results over the past 10 years, does everyone really be-

lieve Mr. Musk can pull this off? 

Me … I believe we should be very skeptical of a plan that sounds way too good to be true. 

Rob Mark, Publisher   

                          This story was reprinted with permission of Jetwhine.com    (Subscribe for free at Jetwhine.com) 



   

 

 

Save the date 
 

 
 

Membership Appreciation Dinner 

and 

Scholarship Presentation 

 

July 30, 2025 
6:00 pm    Hangar 5 


