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SPRING HAS SPRUNG 
The seasons change and so does the weather! 

Instead of snow and ice, we are searching for T Storms to avoid. 

 

Mark your calendars for these special events coming soon: 
In June CEPA will be joining the Chicago Executive Airport in our Annual                                      

Run the Runway event.  Saturday, June 29.  See article on page 4 for details.   

 

In July CEPA will host our Annual Membership Appreciation Hangar Party                         

and Scholarship Presentation   Join us to share a picnic supper                                                

with your fellow CEPA members and guests and celebrate our winners!                                                                

Wednesday, July 30, 6:00 pm, Hangar 5 

 

  

  

SAFETY PROGRAM 
JOIN US ON MAY 28th AT 7:00 PM 

For our regular monthly Safety Program at Harper  

 

IT’S NO ACCIDENT! 

AVOIDING AIRCRAFT  
presented by  

Michael Baraz 

                                     

  

Learning and Career Center 
1375 South Wolf Road, Prospect Heights, 60070 

 Located on Wolf Road, one block south of Palatine Road 

WINGS CREDITS AWARDED AT END OF PRESENTATION 

 

FUTURE TOPICS/PROGRAMS 

June 25 Thunderstorms by Jerrold Seckler 

Meet our New CEPA Members 

Greyden Sanchez 

Micah Andrew Wanga   
 

APRIL SAFETY PROGRAM 

A good group of avid aviators gathered to                                      
listen and learn from Aaron Barclay!   

 

 

 

 

Photo credit 

Ken Swain 

Michael Baraz, Aaron Barclay, Chris Oakes 

https://www.harpercollege.edu/lcc/index.php


2025 CALENDAR 

OUR BOARD MEETS MONTHLY  1st Monday 7pm         
Atlantic Aviation Conference Room  7:00pm                                    

2025 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  

 

PRESIDENT  Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847 

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

VICE PRESIDENT Matt Souza  224-256-7002 

   matt.souza.1982@gmail.com 

SECRETARY  Kevin Frank  847-987-4186  

          kevinfrank43@gmail.com 

TREASURER  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890 

   Michael@baraz.us                                    

 DIRECTORS  Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com    

   Christopher Oakes 630 707-4735  

   chrisoakes2724@sbcglobal.net 

   John Munger  847-922-5999 

      jmunger@janlaw.com 

                                   

COMMITTEES 
 

 

SCHOLARSHIP S Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net   

BYLAWS/LEGAL Christopher Oakes 630-707-4735 
   cdoakes@coxattorneys.com 

MEMBERSHIP  Kevin Frank renewals 
   Matt Souza new members 
                                
SAFETY/PROGRAMS Michael Baraz  630-781-8890
   michael@baraz.us                                  
   

AVIATION HALL FAME Christopher Oakes 630-707-4735 
   cdoakes@coxattorneys.com                                  

PR/SOCIAL MEDIA Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789
   cd987rusty@aol.com    

WEBMASTER  Matt Souza  224-256-7002 
   papa@pwkpilots.org 

NEWSLETTER MGR Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

 AD SALES Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789
   cd987rusty@aol.com 
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Chicago Executive Pilots’ Association Newsletter is published monthly  This organization was formed in 1986 as a forum for the users of Chicago 

Executive Airport  (formerly Palwaukee) and as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the governing body to the 

users.  Our mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment with 

the pilots, users and community.  Membership is open to users of Chicago Executive Airport who support the goals and objectives as stated in the 

bylaws. Dues are $40.00 annually and include newsletter. 

Letters to the Editor, feedback, concerns or questions and any articles submitted must be received by the 20th of the month. Submissions will be 
printed on a space available basis and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content.  Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an 
email to editor@pwkpilots.org.  Please make prior arrangement with the editor for any files not electronically transmitted,  

        CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER  1005 S WOLF ROAD  STE 106    WHEELING, IL 60090-6408 

                                              

5-5 9-3 Atlantic  

6-2  10-1 Aviation 

7-7   11-5 Conference 

 8-6  12-3 Room 

   

   

SAFETY PROGRAMS 

 5-28 9-24    

 6-25 10-22 Harper College 

8-27 11-12 Prospect Hts 

    

                           

 

   

 

 

JULY 30    

DINNER &          

SCHOLARSHIP 

AWARDS EVENT  

  

  
 

Membership in Chicago Executive Pilots Association is 
open to any user of Chicago Executive Airport. Dues are 
$40.00 annually and include a subscription to our monthly 
newsletter.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Associate Members (family members, businesses at 
KPWK, youth aviation organization members-like Aviation 
Explorers, Civil Air Patrol and others) are $15.00 per year.   
 

Student Members $15.00 per year are expected to 
change to another category upon earning their first     
certificate.   
 

CEPA has many ways you can maximize your membership    
Safety programs        Social events           Newsletters                                                          

mailto:kevinfrank43@gmail.com
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

Fly Market    Classified Ads 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Ad paid through December 2024 

Ad paid through December 2024 

 

FOR SALE  
¼ share 1974 182P based at PWK      

Nice paint   Leather interior 

Low time engine & prop 

 Well maintained with full Garmin stack                                   

Garmin G5 HSI & attitude ind.    Call for more info    847-736-3045     

 

   

Redbird Jay Flight Simulator and RD1 Rudder Pedals 
 

- Upgraded RAM Memory to 40GB 
- Additional 256 GB SSD Installed 

Reach out at (224) 256-7002 for more info 
 
 
       

Members can place aviation related ads here free of charge   

Contact  “newsletter@pwkpilots.org”   by 20th of the month. 



  

REPORTS FROM LAST YEAR’S SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS! 

From Ryder Schuh,  who won the PWK Flight training Award in 2024: 

I thought I would provide you with a recent update of what I’m up to. I’m getting close to my instrument rating, and I have been 

working hard on my grades.  I was inducted to the aviation fraternity Alpha Eta Rho, where I have made many significant 

contacts and learned a ton about safety and aircraft etiquette. I also made Dean‘s list last semester. Over the weekend, I 

volunteered at Sun-N-Fun in Florida, and helped out the aviation groups leading that airshow. I intend to stay for a summer 

session at Florida Tech to complete two classes in additional flight, but I will be back at Chicago Executive by July 14 for more 

flight at my favorite airport.   Ryder won as a flight student at KPWK training with Leading Edge Flying Club 

 

From Justin McGee, who won the Academic Scholarship in 2024: 

In March, I got to learn accelerated stalls and power-off 180s. I also solo'd a couple times. Going into April, I flew much more, 

and got to fly a couple solo cross country flights. One flight was to DYR (Dyersberg, Tennessee) to PAH (Paducah, Kentucky). 

And my most recent cross country was from MDH to SUS (Spirit of St. Louis) and back. Attached are some of the videos/

pictures from those flights. As of now, theres about 2 weeks left in the semester. I've got about 5 more dual flights and the 

long XC flight (6.5 hr, 300nm) that I still have to do for the class. Other than that, everything is going well, and I feel pretty 

confident going into the summer.  Justin won as an aviation Bachelor degree student at Southern Illinois University. 

 

We are awaiting the applications due May 1, to evaluate for the 2025 winners! 

With your donations, we have also funded 2 Civil Air Patrol Cadets to attend the Johnson Flight Academy in Mattoon, 

IL at Coles County Airport. 

Keep watching for the winners!  And join us on July 30 to celebrate! 

Join CEPA for Chicago Executive Airport's 10th year 
of Run The Runway! 

Race Date: Saturday, June 28, 2025 at 8:00 AM 

A unique opportunity for runners, families and anyone interested 
in aviation to run/walk on an actual airport runway, learn about 
flying and get up-close views of aircraft.  
 

Join us for a 5K Run, 1 Mile Walk and Kids Dash on the main      
runway and taxiways at Chicago Executive Airport. The 5K course   
is USATF Certified and chip timed. Hang out after your event for   
podium awards, music, food, giveaways and kids activities. Plus 
keep an eye out for CEPA's booth; we just might have something 
for you and the little ones! 
 

Strollers and wagons are welcome. No pets are allowed.  
For more information and to Register: 

https://runsignup.com/Race/IL/Wheeling/RunTheRunwayAtCEAPWK 



OUR MISSION SINCE 1986  
 

• Promoting and preserving safe and efficient operation of the general aviation airport system to the benefit of the 

community and to advance public understanding and interest in the beneficial use and utilization of aviation 

through educational and charitable means.  

• Unifying the interests of all supporters and users of the Chicago Executive Airport and through unity, creating a 

voice more readily heard in all forums.  

• Organizing the activities of the members as a group in establishing and maintaining good relationships with the 

community, the Airport Authorities representing the Village of Wheeling and City of Prospect Heights, as well as  

favorable and accurate aviation reports and reviews by the press, radio and television.  

• Furthering the cause of aviation safety, utility and enjoyment through a corporate participation in the opportunities 

to comment on issues, on proposed regulations, and on pending legislation.  

• Providing, through mutual action, functions and activities which present the Airport and aviation as a valuable     

resource to the local municipalities and to the county and state.  

OUR PAST AND FUTURE WORK  
 

• Grew from the grass roots reactions to the purchase of our airport by Prospect Heights/Wheeling in 1985. Initial 

meeting netted approximately 80 members and grew to over 300 members in a few short years.  

• Attended almost every meeting of the controlling government body for more than 30 years. Had pilots/ members 

sitting on that body for many years.  

• Provided monthly newsletters to KPWK users keeping them informed consistently for more than 30 years.  

• Worked with city/village governments including presenting requests and information at city/village council 

meetings. Had members serving in municipal government.  

• Won the praise of the AOPA for organizing efforts.  

• Won an award presented by the FAA for Outstanding Airport Action Group.  

• Won the Spirit of Flight Award given by the Illinois Aviation Hall of Fame.  

• Interceded with Com Ed to mark and then bury the wires at the south east corner approach to RWY 6.  

• Convinced the FAA to support keeping TWY Lima open full length of 16/34.  

• Presented more than 170 FAA approved educational safety seminars open to ALL for free  

• Lobbied successfully for more than just one FBO on the field    

• Lobbied successfully for affordable T Hangars and lobbied for marketing the empty tiedowns unsuccessfully.  

• Provided programs of benefit to the neighboring communities: children’s aviation education, any age first flights, 

outreach to local schools, participation in career fairs, Master Plan meetings, airport tours, charity events and count-

less other “good citizen” activities.  

• Provided a highly successful and enduring college aviation scholarship program. Many thousands of dollars given in 

more than 35 scholarships to Illinois students in Illinois institutions of higher learning, all the while growing a 501 

fund that will eventually be self sustaining. Our members should be very proud.  



 CHICAGO EXECUTIVE AIRPORT UPDATE (CEAU) 

 FROM:       PWK Airport Operations 

 DATE:        Monday, April 28th, 2025 

CEAU#:     25-002 Construct Northeast Quadrant Apron 

 We’re happy to announce that we will be constructing a brand-new apron in the northeastern quadrant. 

 As part of the recent Airport Master Plan Project which started several years ago, it was determined that the northeastern 

quadrant would make a suitable location to create a new parking location for light aircraft. This new apron, when completed, 

will replace long time permitted tie-down parking location known as “Area 2 & 3”. 

 This project is anticipated to start on Monday, May 5th and is expected to take approximately 3 months to complete. Upon com-
pletion of principal construction and state inspection, we will reach out to our permitted Tenants at Area 2 for them to relocate 
to the new apron. Once all the Tenant’s aircraft are moved, Area 2 will become permanently closed and will be redeveloped into 
a previously announced large hangar project.  

 

Save the date 
 

Membership Appreciation Dinner 

and 

Scholarship Presentation 

 

July 30, 2025 
6:00 pm    Hangar 5 


