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From the Left Seat 
Protected 

 
At our last FAASTeam representative training, we were discussing the FAA data security course. It is required that we 
take this course annually. As a data professional tasked with security, this is a normal part of life. Most corporations do 
have courses similar to the one that the FAA requires of us, and like our recurrency training, it isn’t a one-and-done, 
the training is annual not so much because we don’t have effective retention, it is because it makes it more top-of-
mind. 
 
I was listening to a podcast earlier today about a small hospital who was attacked by 
some Russian hackers who sent an innocent looking email to a bunch of employees at this 
hospital. It only takes one of the 1,500 employees to click and the damage is done. Like 
flying, a 99.99% success rate isn’t good enough, just letting our guard down at the wrong 
crucial moment and it all goes south in the blink of an eye. Very sobering to think how 
much consequence there is in each of our decisions; some not so much if we’re lucky and 
the mistake isn’t stacked.  
 
As I am listening to this hospital IT director tell his story like an episode from AOPA’s Never Again podcast, I know I    
am supposed to be impressed with his heroic efforts. But, all I can think of is how willfully ignorant this guy was. Who 
hasn’t heard of these ransomware attacks? We all hear about them and we know that they usually target the smaller 
organizations because they don’t have a staff of full time professionals. Why wouldn’t that guy whip out his emergency 
checklist? Why wouldn’t he have practiced the recovery drill a dozen times? Why was he first trying to figure this thing 
out and not compounding the problem by doing things that don’t work and, in fact, make matters exponentially 
worse? Yes, things were spinning out of    control there! What should have been a few days to recover turned into 23 
days. Who knows how many   serious medical problems were not solved during that descent. I hope this guy isn’t a 
pilot because he  wouldn’t have recovered before he crashed the aircraft.  

 
Our Private Pilot training takes us fully into a stall and we must recover and then as 
we advance to Commercial Pilot, we must recover at the first indication of a stall. We 
practice recovery from unintended and unexpected circumstances. Are we ever 
ready for that to be tested? 
 

By the way, aside from the wonderful parallels on the IT security problem that guy suffered, we all use    computers, 
including iPads and phones. Be sure you are doing good computer security too. Anybody can take the FAA course on IT 
security, and if you don’t do that annually somewhere else, take advantage of their course, ALC-297, IT Security. It’s 
quite well done and may help you from finding your bank account in a stall/spin close to the ground! 

Fly safely and help someone else make that decision, too! 
 
Sincerely, 

Michael 

Michael Baraz, President 

Chicago Executive Pilots Association 

  

https://www.faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/course_content.aspx?cID=297


2024 CALENDAR 

OUR BOARD MEETS MONTHLY                                       
Except February & August 

  

2024 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890 

   Michael@baraz.us                                    

VICE PRESIDENT vacant 

                                                                             
SECRETARY  Marc Katz  312-286-5107 

   mkatz@broadfield-capital.com 

TREASURER  Chuck Heftman  847-757-8412 

   cheftman@gmail.com 

DIRECTORS  Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847 

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

   Matt O’Reilly  224-343-2243 

   mjoreilly33@comcast.net 

   Matt Souza  224-256-7002 

   matt.souza.1982@gmail.com 

   Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com          

    

                                     

COMMITTEES 
 

AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP    Vacant 

 

SCHOLARSHIP S Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net   

BYLAWS/LEGAL Christopher Oakes 630-707-4735 
   cdoakes@coxattorneys.com 

 MEMBERSHIP  Matt O’Reilly  224-343-2243 
   mjoreiilly33@comcast.net 

                Renewals   Kriztine Ballerini  815-582-8109 
   kriznguyen87@gmail.com  
  
SAFETY/PROGRAMS Vacant   

   

AVIATION HALL FAME Michael Baraz  630-781-8890
   Michael@baraz.us                                   

PR/SOCIAL MEDIA  Vacant 

                                                                                          
WEBMASTER  Matt Souza  224-256-7002 
   papa@pwkpilots.org 

NEWSLETTER MGR Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

 AD SALES Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789
   cd987rusty@aol.com 

NOMINATING  Arthur Gunn  847-962-9311  
   arthurgunncpa@icloud.com 

   Jay Trivedi  847-644-1321  
   jay.s.trivedi@gmail.com 
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Chicago Executive Pilots’ Association Newsletter is published monthly  This organization was formed in 1986 as a forum for the users of Chicago 

Executive Airport  (formerly Palwaukee) and as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the governing body to the 

users.  Our mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment with 

the pilots, users and community.  Membership is open to users of Chicago Executive Airport who support the goals and objectives as stated in the 

bylaws. Dues are $40.00 annually and include newsletter. 
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printed on a space available basis and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content.  Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an 
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BOARD MEETINGS 

    Atlantic  

  2-Oct Aviation 

   6-Nov Conference 

 4-Dec Room 

   

   

SAFETY PROGRAMS 

    Harper 

  25-Sep College 

  23-Oct Prospect 

 13-Nov Heights 

SOCIAL EVENTS    11- DECEMBER 

  

  

 

Membership in Chicago Executive Pilots Association is 
open to any user of Chicago Executive Airport. Dues are 
$40.00 annually and include a subscription to our monthly 
newsletter.                                                                                             
Associate Members (family members, businesses at 
KPWK, youth aviation organization members-like Aviation 
Explorers, Civil Air Patrol and others) are $15.00 per year.  
Student Members are expected to change to another 
category upon earning their first certificate.   
 

CEPA has many ways you can maximize your membership    
Safety programs        Social events           Newsletters                                                          
Discounts on Fuel at our FBOs and local restaurants     
Outreach to our neighboring communities/residents  

ANNOUNCEMENT OF ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

DATE:   NOVEMBER 13 

TIME: 7:00 PM   1900Z 

PLACE:  
HARPER COLLEGE LEARNING & CAREER CENTER                                                                                   
1375 S WOLF ROAD        PROSPECT HEIGHTS IL 
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

Fly Market    Classified Ads 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Ad paid through December 2024 

Ad paid through December 2024 

 

FOR SALE  
¼ share 1974 182P based at PWK      

Nice paint   Leather interior 

Low time engine & prop 

 Well maintained with full Garmin stack                                   

Garmin G5 HSI & attitude ind.    Call for more info    847-736-3045     

 

   

Redbird Jay Flight Simulator and RD1 Rudder Pedals 
 

- Upgraded RAM Memory to 40GB 
- Additional 256 GB SSD Installed 

Reach out at (224) 256-7002 for more info 
 
 
       

Members can place aviation related ads here free of charge   

Contact  “newsletter@pwkpilots.org”   by 20th of the month. 



  

 NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT 

The slate of Officers presented by the Nominating Committee will be approved by the Board of Directors on October 

2, 2024.  The following members have agreed to serve our organization for the next term 

FOR 2 YEARS: 

 PRESIDENT  MADELEINE MONACO 

 VICE PRESIDENT MATT SOUZA 

 SECRETARY  KEVIN FRANK 

 TREASURER  MICHAEL BARAZ 

FOR 1 YEAR: 

 DIRECTOR  JOHN MUNGER 

 DIRECTOR  CHRIS OAKES 

 DIRECTOR  RUSTY STEVENS 

 

ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS ASSOCIATION WILL RECEIVE AN EMAIL NOTICE WITH BALLOT 

PLEASE TAKE A FEW SECONDS TO REPLY AND PLAN ON ATTENDING OUR ANNUAL MEETING NOVEMBER 6, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO THE OUTGOING OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS FOR THEIR SERVICE, AND THE INCOMING NEW 

MEMBERS WHO WILL BE SERVING IN THE NEXT TERM BEGINNINF JANUARY 1, 2025.   

     Arthur Gunn,  Nominating Committee Chair 

     Jay Trivedi, Committee Member 



CALLBACK      ASRS SEPT 2024 

ASRS’s award winning publication CALLBACK is a monthly safety newsletter, which includes de-identified ASRS  
report excerpts with supporting commentary in a popular “lessons learned” format. In addi-
tion, CALLBACK may contain features on ASRS research studies and related aviation safety information. Edito-
rial use and reproduction of CALLBACK articles is encouraged. We would appreciate any appropriate attribu-
tion of this information. ASRS thanks the aviation community for its interest in and support of CALLBACK. 

CALLBACK again offers the reader a chance to “interact” with the information given in a selection of ASRS reports. In 
“The First Half of the Story,” you will find report excerpts describing an event or situation up to a point where a specific 
decision must be made, an immediate action must be taken, or a non-normal condition must be actively managed. You 
may then exercise your own judgment to make a decision, determine a possible course of action, or devise a plan that 
might best resolve the situation. 
 
The selected ASRS reports may not provide all the information you want, and you may not be experienced in the type 
of aircraft involved, but each incident should give you a chance to refine your aviation judgment and decision-making 
skills. In “The Rest of the Story…” you will find the actions that were taken by reporters in response to each situation. 
Bear in mind that their decisions may not necessarily represent the best course of action, and there may not be a 
“right” answer. Our intent is to stimulate thought, training, and discussion related to these reported incidents.  

Part 91 – Risky Business   
An SR20 Pilot’s Report 

■ The ferry maintenance flight…was uneventful until short final approach when severe windshear was experienced. I 
flew the airplane down to low approach altitude and relayed [the windshear] to the…Tower.… I realized the wind was 
not just as depicted or reported by the ASOS/AWOS…or the…Controller…as I requested two more low approaches, 
[resulting in] balked landings, go-arounds, and closed traffic, to get a feel for the wind. However, there are multiple 
windsocks on the field in different locations for the same runway. After a couple low approaches, I felt comfortable 
and was lined up on centerline to initial touchdown on the runway.… I decided to use no flaps to ensure less drift and 
more efficient aerodynamic directional control to safely land the airplane. Everything looked good and felt good on 
the last approach [until] touchdown. Then…a sudden burst of windshear made the airplane nearly uncontrollable. I 
had one tire on the ground on the initial crosswind touchdown at the moment I felt the gust (windshear). In that in-
stant I had to decide whether to attempt another balked landing/go-around or to land and do my best to…control the 
airplane. 

What Would You Have Done? 

 

■ I decided not to risk a potential stall or loss of directional control etc., due to the low airspeed, as I had touched down 
on the runway. I had to somewhat follow the path of the extreme windshear semi-controllably [to] get the airplane in a 
safe position. In order to do this, the wind pushed me off of the runway onto the grass where I felt it safer to stop the 
airplane and maintain control to the taxiway and away from any buildings, structures or persons. Once I got the air-
plane to a full stop, I called the Controller to request taxi to a facility on the field. He asked me to shut the airplane 
down away from any person, airplane, or property on the taxiway that I stopped at after leaving the runway and pass-
ing through the grass area. 
 
This was the first time in my years of flying that I encountered such severe windshear that I felt it safer to leave a run-
way rather than attempt more power for control to stay centered. I controlled the airplane to a safe position away 
from persons or property, safely walked away…and no persons [were] injured.  

https://mail.yahoo.com/d/folders/34/messages/AEZqSAlTjIM5ZurBeQs7ALl0C0I#2actions
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CEPA CALENDAR  
 

  

        OCTOBER 23  SAFETY PROGRAM  

TOWER MANAGER SAM LASKY ON ATC AT PWK 

 

 

  

           NOVEMBER  13   BUSINESS MEETING  & SAFETY PROGRAM  

 CFII MICHAEL BARAZ  WINTER FLYING FORECASTS   

 

 

   DECEMBER  11   ANNUAL HOLIDAY DINNER  

                                        AND AUCTION   

                                                  SAVE THE DATE 


