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From the Left Seat 
 

Why Are You Reading This Newsletter? 
 
I have often said that the people reading this newsletter are not necessarily the ones I am trying to reach. 
Often, I am writing on a safety topic, and because you are reading this, you are probably the pilot who is 
actively engaged in being a better and safer pilot. Usually, I am asking you to reach out to a friend.  

 

However, today’s column is just for you! 

 

There used to be a lot of planes tied down at Chicago Executive Airport; now, there is a fraction of the 
number. Unfortunately, this is true when I look around at each of our neighboring airports. CEPA is also 
smaller than it used to be, like the number of planes on the field, yet our mission remains substantially the 
same. So, we are just working with fewer members to carry out the mission. And to reflect the changes in 
the membership numbers, we are reducing the number of board members.  

 

Now, it is time to form the new board and choose officers for 2025. Arthur Gunn is chair of the Nominating 
Committee, and we are looking for a few new pilots who believe in CEPA’s goals to participate and fulfill 
these worthy goals. Most of these roles take only a few hours per month, and it would be hard to overstate 
how much the friendships that I’ve made as a volunteer at CEPA mean to me.  

 

One of the critical things that CEPA does is offer safety seminars. These seminars cover a wide range of 
topics, from basic flight safety to more advanced topics such as instrument flying and emergency proce-
dures. Our seminars are taught by pilots who have experience to share.  

 

An equally important function of CEPA membership is our scholarship program. Each year, we award 
scholarships to deserving student pilots who are pursuing their dreams of becoming professional aviators. 
Our scholarships have helped many young people get their start in aviation, and we are proud to be able to 
support them. 

 

The Chicago Executive Pilots Association (CEPA) has been around for nearly four decades. This is a tes-
tament to the value that our organization provides to our members.  

 

I hope that you would be willing to give back to the aviation community and serve CEPA, please contact 
me or any board member. We need your help to make CEPA even better. 

 

And finally, we have our Member Appreciation Hangar Party and Scholarship Awards night coming up 
on Wednesday, July 10th. We get together in a big hangar and have a wonderful catered dinner (and 
some amazing gelato) to show our gratitude to you for being a member and to celebrate the award of 
scholarships to our “NextGen” aviators, so please mark this on your calendar. 

 

Thank you for being a member of CEPA. I look forward to seeing you at our next event. 
 
Fly safely and help someone else make that decision, too! 
 
Sincerely, 

Michael 

Michael Baraz, President 
Chicago Executive Pilots Association 

  



2024 CALENDAR 

OUR BOARD MEETS MONTHLY                                       
Except February & August 

  

2024 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890 

   Michael@baraz.us                                    

VICE PRESIDENT Rob Mark  847-644-1575              

                   rmark@commavia.com  
                                                                            
SECRETARY  Marc Katz  312-286-5107 

   mkatz@broadfield-capital.com 

TREASURER  Chuck Heftman  847-757-8412 

   cheftman@gmail.com 

DIRECTORS  Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847 

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

   Matt O’Reilly  224-343-2243 

   mjoreilly33@comcast.net 

   Matt Souza  224-256-7002 

   matt.souza.1982@gmail.com 

   Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com          

     

                                     

COMMITTEES 
 

AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP    Vacant 

SCHOLARSHIP S Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net   

BYLAWS/LEGAL Larry Kream  312-419-9100 
   lkream@kreamlaw.com 

MEMBERSHIP  Matt O’Reilly  224-343-2243 
   mjoreiilly33@comcast.net 

                Renewals   Kriztine Ballerini  815-582-8109 
   kriznguyen87@gmail.com  
 
          Student Outreach     Erica Okwauzi  864-650-4958 
   eobunse@gmail.com 
   
SAFETY/PROGRAMS Vacant   

   

AVIATION HALL FAME Michael Baraz  630-781-8890
   Michael@baraz.us                                   

PR/SOCIAL MEDIA Rob Mark  847-644-1575
   rmark@commavia.com  
                                                                                         
WEBMASTER  Matt Souza  224-256-7002 
   papa@pwkpilots.org 

NEWSLETTER MGR Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

 AD SALES Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789
   cd987rusty@aol.com 

NOMINATING  Arthur Gunn  847-962-9311  
   arthurgunncpa@icloud.com 
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BOARD MEETINGS 

  4-Sep Atlantic  

  2-Oct Aviation 

 2-Jul 6-Nov Conference 

 4-Dec Room 

   

   

SAFETY PROGRAMS 

  28-Aug Harper 

  25-Sep College 

  23-Oct Prospect 

 13-Nov Heights 

SOCIAL EVENTS 

10-JULY  DECEMBER tbd 

  

  

Membership in Chicago Executive Pilots Association is 
open to any user of Chicago Executive Airport. Dues are 
$40.00 annually and include a subscription to our monthly 
newsletter.                                                                                             
Associate Members (family members, businesses at 
KPWK, youth aviation organization members-like Aviation 
Explorers, Civil Air Patrol and others) are $15.00 per year.  
Student Members are expected to change to another 
category upon earning their first certificate.   
 

CEPA has many ways you can maximize your membership    
Safety programs     Social events         Newsletters                                                          
Discounts on Fuel at our FBOs and local restaurants     
Outreach to our neighboring communities/residents 
  

NOMINATIONS OPEN FOR NEXT YEARS ELECTION 

Nominating Committee Chair Arthur Gunn has be-
gun work on preparing the slate for 2025 Directors 
and for 2025-26 Officers  He is looking for one more 
committee member.  Please contact him with your 
interest in the Committee work, or in running for 
office.  847-962-9311 



             

 

 HARPER COLLEGE  

LEARNING & CAREER CENTER  

  

 

 

  Program Postflight Briefing      6-26-24      

  Mike Haupt, our own local aviation historian, made an 
interesting presentation at our June Program Meeting out-
lining the impact Chicago had on the formation of our US 
airline industry.  We learned things.  Thanks Mike.   

And to fulfill our FAA Wings mandate our illustrious Presi-
dent and CFII, Michael Baraz, presented a program identify-
ing some of the many recent changes that have been made 
to our regs. 

If you have a topic you would like to learn more about, or 
want to engage in some lively conversation on a specific are 
of aviation—please let us know. 

 

 

Safety Program Preflight Briefing   8–28      7:00 pm     
 

By consummate aviator Marc Epner 
           

 
Becoming an Appropriately                       

Confident Pilot 
 

Marc will talk to us about  
why confidence is so important  
and how to get there through  
study, training, and practice.   

 
Also, how to avoid becoming  
over-confident while avoiding  

the 5 dangerous attitudes. 
 

HARPER COLLEGE LEARNING & CAREER CENTER  

 1375 S WOLF ROAD             PROSPECT HEIGHTS IL                                                                       

PAPA SAFETY AND SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION  

OUR 2024 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS ARE: 

For ACADEMIC FUNDING - JUSTIN MCGEE 

For FLIGHT TRAINING at KPWK   RYDER SCHUCH 

Past Winners of the PAPA Scholarship (administered by CEPA) have been invited to attend                               

and discuss their career progress to date.                                                                                   

ADAM DARST               MAYA GRONKOWSKI      MATT O’REILLY 

For CAP PWK SQUADRON JOHNSON FLIGHT ACADEMY SCHOLARSHIP        C/2Lt DAVID BRENNER 

Come and celebrate with us and with them!   

 HARPER COLLEGE                 

LEARNING & CAREER 

CENTER  

                                                                   

1375 S WOLF ROAD                    

PROSPECT HEIGHTS IL                                                                       
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

Fly Market    Classified Ads 

  

 

 
  

MEMBERS, 
YOUR FREE AD CAN GO 

 

RIGHT HERE!           

 

 

 

Ad paid through March 2024 

Ad paid through March 2024 

 

ADS FOR CEPA MEMBERS BUYING OR SELLING AVIATION RELATED ITEMS                                        

CAN BE PLACED FREE OF CHARGE 



 

  

DON’T MISS THE SUMMER SCHOLARSHIP EVENT 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Thanks to CEA, Leading Edge Flying Club, &                                              

Hawthorne Global Aviation for use of the space!                                                                              

Thanks to PWK CAP for monitoring the entry gate                                           

so that our guests can get in                                                                             

Say the magic word “CEPA” and you will be admitted                                      

Do you call it the          HANGAR PARTY 

Or is it the       MEMBER APPRECIATION DINNER  

Maybe you says it’s   SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION EVENT  

 Whatever you call it, it is scheduled for the evening of JULY 10  beginning at 6 pm 

 

Members and invited special guests  - free 

Exhibitors, sponsors, and landlords—free 

Guests (CEPA members family—$10.00   

               PLEASE CHECK IN AT THE REGISTRATION TABLE WHEN YOU ARRIVE   

JULY 10 

6pm  Hangar 5 

Donations                                   

Graciously                            

Accepted 

SEE YOU THERE 

ANOTHER RUN THE RUNWAY EVENT IS IN THE BOOKS!!!!! 

Thank you to our volunteers who RAN, WALKED, or WATCHED the Run the Runway Event on June 29, 2024.  

It was great to see the Kids RACE event added this year.  Also special appreciation for the volunteers who 

worked in the CEPA booth June 29th, greeting, smiling and otherwise acting like aviators at the airport!   

 

Addie Schuch, Ryder Schuch, 

& Michael Baraz runners Booth team—Rich & Judi 1000 runners this year !!!! 



 

 

 

 

1005 S WOLF ROAD  SUITE 106 

WHEELING  IL  60090-6408  

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SEE YOU THERE     

MEMBER APPRECIATION EVENT 

SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION 

Wednesday July 10 6pm 

Hangar 5  


