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From the Left Seat     

The Gift of Teaching 

 

Try this out. Open a browser and type, “the best way to learn is”. Your past searches may change your results, but I 
tried it on two different browsers and got the same autocomplete suggestion, “the best way to learn is to teach.” So, 
that appears to be common knowledge. And it is so true! You can read article after article on the subject. And, if you 
do, you will already be on the right track… as Alan Zielinski always advocates, be a curious pilot.  

 

With that curiosity mindset, life is much more interesting which hopefully results in a more competent and gives us a 
more satisfying feeling of accomplishment. Looking at a painting, listening to a piece of music, or reading a poem or 
story, what we know about the topic and maybe the creator gives us nuanced levels of insight that an uninformed   
person would likely miss.  

 

Long before I was a flight instructor, a friend of mine and I used to trade off each month, sitting in the right seat as 
safety pilot and lay CFI, and do flight review and instrument proficiency check types of maneuvers. As trained flight 
instructors learn to do, we would each be the observer, coach, and ATC controller for that flight. Trying to do the    
controller role required us to remember how ATC actually phrases their interactions with us. Perhaps that is what 
eventually led me to one of my most beneficial realizations, which is that most flights follow a script. They are broken 
down into the various acts like a play. Your plane’s checklist has most of the acts identified and many parts of that act 
as it relates to the aircraft; you still have to add the vast amount of missing stuff. That is part that we learn to add to 
complete the scenes of the act. But, like the difference between a list of actions and a story, therein lies the gap 
 

The script for each of the scenes in each act is the informative part, the part where the insights of lots of experience 
give us the ability to carry the whole thing out because we “just know.” I'll bet you'll struggle if asked what that stuff 
you “just know” is. Even if you’re a curious pilot who thinks deeply about the various acts and scenes, you’ll probably 
still leave out important things that you do. And, if you aren’t yet that experienced, probably a whole lot, some of 
which might just scare the hell out of you one day or worse. 

 

So, if you want to be a better pilot, and anybody taking the time to read this does, maybe add a couple of hours a 
week, or even a month, and imagine a flight you might make or re-fly one you’ve already flown. Close your eyes, or fire 
up your sim, and run through every single detail you do and every single thing each of the ATC roles asks or tells you. 
Think it through. Analyze the semantic meaning. What is next? What is going on with the controller that causes them 
to say what they said? Knowing that will lower the stress level, giving you more CPU power to perceive and act more 
proficiently. 

 

Now you’ve got a script. If you can do that in real-time during your next flight, you will be at the next level of what we 
all know is called staying ahead of the plane. You know the next lines, you know your next cue, you know the next stage 
positioning. You are a thespian pilot, and now you are truly the acting PIC! 
 
Fly safely and help someone else make that decision, too! 
 

 

Sincerely, 

Michael 

Michael Baraz, President 
Chicago Executive Pilots Association 

  



2024 CALENDAR 

OUR BOARD MEETS MONTHLY                                       
Except February & August 

SOCIAL EVENTS INCLUDE:                 

HANGAR PARTY & SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS JULY 
HOLIDAY DINNER IN DECEMBER  

2024 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890 

   Michael@baraz.us                                    

VICE PRESIDENT Rob Mark  847-644-1575              

                   rmark@commavia.com  
                                                                            
SECRETARY  Marc Katz  312-286-5107 

   mkatz@broadfield-capital.com 

TREASURER  Chuck Heftman  847-757-8412 

   cheftman@gmail.com 

DIRECTORS  Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847 

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

   Matt O’Reilly  224-343-2243 

   mjoreilly33@comcast.net 

   Matt Souza  224-256-7002 

   matt.souza.1982@gmail.com 

   Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com          

     

                                     

COMMITTEES 
 

AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP    Vacant 

SCHOLARSHIP S Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net   

BYLAWS/LEGAL Larry Kream  312-419-9100 
   lkream@kreamlaw.com 

MEMBERSHIP  Matt O’Reilly  224-343-2243 
   mjoreiilly33@comcast.net 

                Renewals   Kriztine Ballerini  815-582-8109 
   kriznguyen87@gmail.com  
 
          Student Outreach     Erica Okwauzi  864-650-4958 
   eobunse@gmail.com 
   
SAFETY/PROGRAMS Vacant   

   

AVIATION HALL FAME Michael Baraz  630-781-8890
   Michael@baraz.us                                   

PR/SOCIAL MEDIA Rob Mark  847-644-1575
   rmark@commavia.com  
                                                                                         
WEBMASTER  Matt Souza  224-256-7002 
   papa@pwkpilots.org 

NEWSLETTER MGR Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

 AD SALES Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789
   cd987rusty@aol.com 
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Chicago Executive Pilots’ Association Newsletter is published monthly  This organization was formed in 1986 as a forum for the users of Chicago 

Executive Airport  (formerly Palwaukee) and as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the governing body to the 

users.  Our mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment with 

the pilots, users and community.  Membership is open to users of Chicago Executive Airport who support the goals and objectives as stated in the 

bylaws. Dues are $40.00 annually and include newsletter. 

Letters to the Editor, feedback, concerns or questions and any articles submitted must be received by the 20th of the month. Submissions will be 
printed on a space available basis and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content.  Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an 
email to editor@pwkpilots.org.  Please make prior arrangement with the editor for any files not electronically transmitted,  

        CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER  1005 S WOLF ROAD  STE 106    WHEELING, IL 60090-6408 

BOARD MEETINGS 

  4-Sep Atlantic  

5-Jun 2-Oct Aviation 

 3-Jul 6-Nov Conference 

 4-Dec Room 

   

   

SAFETY PROGRAMS 

  28-Aug Harper 

  25-Sep College 

26-Jun 23-Oct Prospect 

 13-Nov Heights 

SOCIAL EVENTS 

10-JULY  DECEMBER tbd 

  

  Membership in Chicago Executive Pilots Association is 
open to any user of Chicago Executive Airport. Dues are 
$40.00 annually and include a subscription to our monthly 
newsletter.                                                                                             
Associate Members (family members, businesses at 
KPWK, youth aviation organization members-like Aviation 
Explorers, Civil Air Patrol and others) are $15.00 per year.  
Student Members are expected to change to another 
category upon earning their first certificate.   
 

CEPA has many ways you can maximize your membership    
Safety programs     Social events         Newsletters                                                          
Discounts on Fuel at our FBOs and local restaurants     
Outreach to our neighboring communities/residents 
 

NEW MEMBERS—                                                                             
                           
 WELCOME !
  

Anthos Baenen 

Jonathan Elliot 

Gracie Scharrenberg 

Yaron Einsenstein 



             

 

  

 

 

  Program Postflight Briefing      5-22-24      

 Our May Safety Program was a last minute change but we 
still had a good group of interested guests and members 
attend the presentation.   

Our President, Mchael Baraz, (an active CFII) presented an 
IFR scenario for audience consideration and discussion.  
Juliet, Juliet, Where Art ……. Electrical failure.   

Rob Mark’s presentation o Banner Towing, and other time 
building work will be rescheduled. 

If you have a topic you would like to learn more about, or 
want to engage in some lively conversation on a specific are 
of aviation—please let us know. 

Safety Program Preflight Briefing   6–26      7:00 pm     
By Local Aviation Author and Historian Mike Haupt 

           

Chicago: Shaping the Airline Industry 
 

Today, Chicago is best known for being a hub through which countless passengers 
endure excruciating plane changes as well as O’Hare’s ability to completely disrupt 
nationwide air service. This program uncovers the critical role Chicago played in 
forming the airline industry not just for the United States but worldwide. Discover 
how rudimentary air mail carriers developed and morphed into the airlines we 
know today. See how Chicago became the center of the air mail system both for 
connecting routes and for technologies crucial to safe,  long-distance, regular 
flights across our vast nation. Learn the role Chicago played in creating the safety-

first regulatory environment that provided the general public with confidence in flying. Witness Chicago’s pivotal role 
in airline labor relations which has remained a significant factor in airline operations into the present. See how Chica-
go’s influence expanded beyond national borders to establish standards worldwide. Michael Haupt, has spent decades 
exploring the extent of aviation activity in and around Chicago, especially in the early part of the 20th Century. His 
book, Aviation Chicago Timeline, is a product of his insatiable curiosity and research coupled with a fastidious atten-
tion to detail. The result is a well-written, fascinating history revealing many events which have been otherwise for-
gotten. Many regard it as the definitive history of aviation activities in Chicago and the surrounding region.  Mike is a 
CEPA Member and well respected presenter throughout the area. 
 

HARPER COLLEGE LEARNING & CAREER CENTER  

 1375 S WOLF ROAD             PROSPECT HEIGHTS IL                                                                       

PAPA SAFETY AND SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION  

The scholarship applications for 2024 have been received.  We thank all of the aviation students who have 

applied and will be announcing the winner(s) in June and presenting the BIG CHECKS at our July event. 

Our Academic Scholarship provides an opportunity for a college student of aviation to continue to study 

Our Flight Training Scholarship will provide assistance to a flight student training at our home airport.   

We look forward to the success of our members and hope that they will be inspired to pay it forward 

Past winners Adam Darst and Matt O’Reilly have been invited to share their stories with us. 

 HARPER COLLEGE                 

LEARNING & CAREER 

CENTER  

                                                                   

1375 S WOLF ROAD                    

PROSPECT HEIGHTS IL                                                                       

To be              

announced 
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

Fly Market    Classified Ads 

  

 

 
FOR SALE  

 

¼ share 1974 182P based at PWK      
Nice paint   Leather interior 

Low time engine & prop 
 Well maintained with full logs 

Garmin stack                                             
Garmin G5 HSI & attitude ind. 

Call for more info        847-736-3045 
           

 

 

 

Ad paid through March 2024 

Ad paid through March 2024 

 

ADS FOR CEPA MEMBERS BUYING OR SELLING AVIATION RELATED ITEMS                                        

CAN BE PLACED FREE OF CHARGE 



MEET THE AVIATION EXPLORERS AT CHICAGO EXECUTIVE AIRPORT 

 

 

 

 

POST 9 

 

 

 

 

 

Aviation Explorer Post #9, is the Aviation Exploring chapter at Chicago Executive Airport. The organization introduces 
high school and college age students to the world of aviation. Post 9 was founded in 1995 by Doug Powers, retired FAA 
air traffic manager and pilot, who is the advisor of the post. In 2021 Post #9 was recognized with the Spirit of Flight 
Award by the Illinois Aviation Hall of Fame for its efforts in mentoring youth and sharing an appreciation of aviation 
with members and their families. 

The primary objective of the Post is to show young people the options available in various aviation careers. They may 
then determine whether an aviation is their career path. Adult leaders share their enthusiasm for aviation and give a 
realistic picture, good and bad, of what the careers entail. An even more important objective is to produce the next 
generation of the aviation community. Whether or not an individual pursues a career in aviation, they learn through 
the Post the joys and benefits of aviation. 

The Post utilizes a youth-led structure, where officers run and conduct the meetings with assistance of adult advisors. 
Each meeting focuses on one aspect of aviation and includes guest speakers discussing their aviation careers, trips to 
airline and air traffic control facilities, and aviation ground school lessons.  The goal is to give members an idea of the 
journey they would embark on, should they choose to pursue an aviation career. 

Regular meetings are twice a month from October thru May. In July, posts from around the US travel to EAA 
AirVenture at Oshkosh to camp at a special location on the airfield and volunteer with Flight Line Safety.  During this 
aviation-filled week, Explorers have the opportunity to marshal aircraft, wing-walk (not the airborne kind), secure air-
craft taxiways and explore all that AirVenture has to offer. 

Aviation Explorer Post #9 has numbered over 125 members since its founding. As the only Explorer Post in the Chicago 
area, members are drawn from more than 40 communities. This year Post #9 has 25 registered youth members. The 
average member spends three years in the Post. Past members have gone on to careers as pilots, mechanics, and aero-
space engineers. Others have chosen not to pursue a career in aviation, avoiding a later change in college major and 
the associated expenses. Every year we invite our alumni to come back and share where they are now and inspire cur-
rent Explorers.  

Anyone ages 14-21 is free to attend our meetings and see if the Post is right for them. Post #9 is always looking for 
more members and guest speakers, so we encourage anyone who may be interested to reach out to us on aepost9.org 
or DM us on our Instagram @aepost9. 

 

Run the Runway: Saturday, June 29, 2024  

Register today for CEA’s 9th Annual Run the Runway, a unique opportunity for runners, 
families and anyone interested in aviation to run/walk on an actual airport runway, 
learn about flying and get up-close views of aircraft.  Strollers are welcome. 

New in 2024 is our very first Kids Dash event! 

Register here: Run the Runway 2024 

https://runsignup.com/Race/IL/Wheeling/RunTheRunwayAtCEAPWK


GROUND SCHOOL OPPORTUNITY AVAILABLE 

Because Leading Edge Flying Club is a strong supporter of CEPA, and many of their members are CEPA Members, we are sharing this notice with all 
of you.              Private Pilot FAA Knowledge Test Ground School.” 
 
The primary purpose of the eight, three hour long classes is to properly prepare an individual to successfully pass the Private Pilot 
Airplane FAA Knowledge Test (PAR). A secondary purpose is to provide individuals who are already pilots a thorough review of avia-
tion information to apply toward conducting safe flight in single-engine aircraft. The Instructor for the course is our very own Tim 
Miller; CFI, CFII, AGI… The class size will be limited from 6 to 20 students, meeting 6 PM to 9 PM, Sundays and Thursdays, 8/18, 8/21, 
8/25, 8/28, 9/5, 9/12, 9/15, 9/19. Cost for the course is $395 for non LEFC members, $295 for LEFC members.  

 

Early advisement on the course for making an advance registration at:     

 https://forms.gle/dXhME5jyYToqDEe69 
More information on the course can be obtained by contacting Tim at timothyjaymiller@gmail.com, cell; 847-987-9011. 
 
 

CIVIL AIR PATROL FLIGHT ENCAMPMENT SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED 

This year, the Board of Directors of CEPA have awarded a scholarship to a member of the Palwaukee Composite Squadron CAP an 
amount equal to the cost of one student pilot CAP member to attend the Ray Johnson Academy, a Flight Encampment held each 
year at KMTO.  The winner will have completed his training and be introduced at the July 10 event.  Come and APPLAUD! 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Thanks to CEA, Leading Edge Flying Club, &                                              

Hawthorne Global Aviation for use of the space!                                                                              

Thanks to PWK CAP for monitoring the entry gate                                           

so that our guests can get in                                                                             

Say the magic word “CEPA” and you will be admitted                                      

Do you call it the          HANGAR PARTY 

Or is it the       MEMBER APPRECIATION DINNER  

Maybe you says it’s   SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION EVENT  

 Whatever you call it, it is scheduled for the evening of JULY 10  beginning at 6 pm 

 

Members and invited special guests  - free 

Exhibitors, sponsors, and landlords—free 

Guests (CEPA members family—$10.00   

 And Scholarship Winners !!!! 

JULY 10 

Donations                                   

Graciously                            

Accepted 

SEE YOU THERE 

https://forms.gle/dXhME5jyYToqDEe69
mailto:timothyjaymiller@gmail.com


CHICAGO EXECUTIVE AIRPORT UPDATE (CEAU) 
 

FROM:      PWK Airport Operations    
DATE:        Thursday, April 11th, 2024    
CEAU#:      24-003: Special Event and Airfield Remarking Project – Saturday June 29th, 2024 
  
On Saturday, June 29th, Chicago Executive Airport will be hosting our annual Rock N Run the Runway Event. This will include a 5K 
and 1 mile walk requiring runway and taxiway closures. Additionally, in the evening the airport will need to be closed for a fire-
work display.  
 Immediately following the 5K, we anticipate starting our annual remarking project. As this work will occur in all three runway 
safety areas, we will need to keep all the runways closed. Combining this special event with this project gives us the opportunity 
to reduce the overall number of runway closures to our Tenants and Users.   
 The remarking project will include most of the elements on Runway 16/34. Upon favorable bidding results we also hope to re-
mark Runway 12/30 as well as Taxiway Charlie. We will further utilize this time to perform inspections and repairs of our Engi-
neered Materials Arresting System beds. The Airport will remain open to rotorcraft operations throughout the day until 2100 Lo-
cal. The Airport will re-open at the completion of fireworks and cleanup. 
 Below is a detailed list of closures scheduled specifically for Saturday, June 29th. Closures associated with the setup of this event 
will start Monday, June 24th.   
 All times are local. Although we strive not to change scheduled closures, the nature of construction and weather conditions may 
cause a work stoppage and a scheduled closure to be cancelled. Notification of any changes will be posted as soon as we know 
them. As always, we appreciate your patience and cooperation.   
 
Pre-event Setup Movement area closures and associated schedule below: 
 Monday, June 24th at 0700 – Monday, July 1st at 1530     Runway 06/24- CLOSED        

Area 2 Apron      Area 3 Apron  Taxiway B (between Echo and the approach end of Runway 24)   Taxiway F .  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Taxiway Bravo and Foxtrot will be closed to all aircraft operations.  
*Runway 6/24 will be available for runway turn offs off of Runway 16/34 and taxi operations west of taxi-

way Echo until Saturday 6-29-24 at 0600LCL.    

Day of 6/29  Movement area closures and associated schedule below: 
 Saturday, June 29th at 0600 – 2330L   *Airport will be closed to fixed-wing aircraft during this period 
  
 Runway 16/34 – CLOSED Runway 12/30– CLOSED 
Charlie Apron Hangar 5 & 6 Apron NE T Hangars Apron    SW T Hangars Apron    Taxiways (ALL)  
 
Saturday, June 29th at 2100 – 2330L    • PWK – CLOSED  



 

 

 

 

1005 S WOLF ROAD  SUITE 106 

WHEELING  IL  60090-6408  

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SAVE THE DATE    

MEMBER APPRECIATION EVENT 

SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION 

Wednesday July 10 6pm 

Hangar 5  


