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From the Left Seat 
 

The Weather is Up and So is the Traffic  

 
The weather has turned from long stretches of wintery low ceilings and icing to sunny and windy… lots of 
wind! At our April CEPA Safety Seminar, Dave Klopfleisch brought up a weather springtime phenomenon 
called outflow boundary. Most of us just might possibly have missed in our Private Pilot or subsequent 
training. He also talked in depth about the risks and management of crosswinds.  
 
The timing of Dave’s presentation was on schedule with many of our pilot friends coming out of hibernation 
and with the changing weather patterns bringing stronger, more variable, and gusty wind conditions than 
have been in the past. As pilots, we hope to fly in the weather we know how; sometimes the weather ex-
pected is not what we get. Of those cases, some are due to our having missed some pertinent training, 
perhaps like outflow boundaries was for me; other times, Mother Nature can be fickle and the best 
knowledge, training, and advice, won’t get us out of that predicament. Like all risk management, we can 
only manage what we can, the rest happens to us. But, even then, the chance favors the well-prepared 
pilot. 
 
Sitting in the right seat a lot these days without having the responsibilities of flying the airplane gives me 
the opportunity to observe phenomena. With regard to crosswind landings and takeoffs, in particular, one 
of the most important realizations is that once we’re near the ground, all that we’ve been taught about us-
ing the rudder to maintain coordinated flight and keeping the ball centered, yeah, that all applies to every-
thing else but not landing and takeoff, the rules change! When close to the ground, the pedals, both rudder 
and steering wheel (if you have a nose or tailwheel that steers), and aileron to create side slip by rolling 
into the wind to correct for drift. The feet and hands are now doing things in a completely different relation-
ship than all other phases of flight. What a difference that makes.  
 
The second thing is with a significant crosswind, turn early if you have tailwinds on base and turn late if you 
are facing headwinds. Just like you don’t fly a nice, neat square pattern when you have an engine failure, 
you dive straight for the numbers; if you have a tailwind on base and turn at the normal position to final, 
you will certainly overshoot the extended runway centerline and become a stall-spin candidate. Fix that by 
turning early! 
 
While we usually have a good turnout at the CEPA Safety Seminars, it is usually the same people. If you 
aren’t taking advantage of this and the other WINGS seminars available, you might just miss the tip that 
could save you and your airplane. Eventually, that bag of luck runs out for each of us. 
 
Each season of the climate brings new challenges, and as we advance in our experience, age, and capa-
bility of equipment, those bring new challenges as well. A good pilot is always learning, a great pilot is the 
one who has learned the lesson before they need it. 
  
Fly safely and help someone else make that decision, too! 

  
 

Sincerely, 

Michael 

Michael Baraz, President 
Chicago Executive Pilots Association 

  



2024 CALENDAR 

OUR BOARD MEETS MONTHLY                                       
Except February & August 

MAJOR SOCIAL EVENTS INCLUDE:                
HANGAR PARTY & SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS JULY 

HOLIDAY DINNER IN DECEMBER  

2024 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890 

   Michael@baraz.us                                    

VICE PRESIDENT Rob Mark  847-644-1575              

                   rmark@commavia.com  
                                                                            
SECRETARY  Marc Katz  312-286-5107 

   mkatz@broadfield-capital.com 

TREASURER  Chuck Heftman  847-757-8412 

   cheftman@gmail.com 

DIRECTORS  Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847 

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

   Matt O’Reilly  224-343-2243 

   mjoreilly33@comcast.net 

   Matt Souza  224-256-7002 

   matt.souza.1982@gmail.com 

   Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com          

     

                                     

COMMITTEES 
 

AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP    Vacant 

SCHOLARSHIP S Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net   

BYLAWS/LEGAL Larry Kream  312-419-9100 
   lkream@kreamlaw.com 

MEMBERSHIP  Matt O’Reilly  224-343-2243 
   mjoreiilly33@comcast.net 

                Renewals   Kriztine Ballerini  815-582-8109 
   kriznguyen87@gmail.com  
   
SAFETY/PROGRAMS 

   

AVIATION HALL FAME Michael Baraz  630-781-8890
   Michael@baraz.us                                   

PR/SOCIAL MEDIA Rob Mark  847-644-1575
   rmark@commavia.com  
                                                                                         
WEBMASTER  Matt Souza  224-256-7002 
   papa@pwkpilots.org 

NEWSLETTER MGR Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

 AD SALES Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789
   cd987rusty@aol.com 
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Chicago Executive Pilots’ Association Newsletter is published monthly  This organization was formed in 1986 as a forum for the users of Chicago 

Executive Airport  (formerly Palwaukee) and as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the governing body to the 

users.  Our mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment with 

the pilots, users and community.  Membership is open to users of Chicago Executive Airport who support the goals and objectives as stated in the 

bylaws. Dues are $40.00 annually and include newsletter. 

Letters to the Editor, feedback, concerns or questions and any articles submitted must be received by the 20th of the month. Submissions will be 
printed on a space available basis and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content.  Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an 
email to editor@pwkpilots.org.  Please make prior arrangement with the editor for any files not electronically transmitted,  

        CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER  1005 S WOLF ROAD  STE 106    WHEELING, IL 60090-6408 

BOARD MEETINGS 

1-May  4-Sep Atlantic  

5-Jun 2-Oct Aviation 

 3-Jul 6-Nov Conference 

 4-Dec Room 

   

   

SAFETY PROGRAMS 

24-Apr 28-Aug Harper 

22-May  25-Sep College 

26-Jun 23-Oct Prospect 

 13-Nov Heights 

SOCIAL EVENTS 

10-JULY  DECEMBER tbd 

  

  Membership in Chicago Executive Pilots Association 
is open to any user of Chicago Executive Airport. 
Membership dues are $40.00 annually and include a 
newsletter subscription. Associate Members (family 
members, businesses at KPWK, youth aviation or-
ganization members-like Aviation Explorers, Civil Air 
Patrol and others) are $15.00 per year.  Student 
Members are expected to change to another cate-
gory upon earning their first certificate.  CEPA has 
many ways you can maximize your membership    
Jan-Nov safety programs     social events July & Dec  
12 CEPA newsletters       support for GA activities 
Discounts on Fuel at our FBOs and local restaurants     
Opportunities for outreach to our neighboring com-
munities residents 

NEW MEMBERS— Stephen Franco     Michael Mroz              
                  Mauro Salvatore     Sergio Butron                                       
                                                                           
                       WELCOME !  



           A good pilot is always learning!   

 

  

  

 

 

  Program Postflight Briefing      4-24-24      

Our Safety Program in April was    
presented by Dave Klopfleisch to a 
mixed audience of CEPA members 
and guests.  This opportunity to earn 
WINGS credits and learn from a man 
who has dedicated his life to safety, 
proficiency and teaching aviation to 
every learner he encountered is 
worth a fortune—but this audience 

received the benefits for free.  Thank you Dave. 

If you have a topic you would like to learn more about, or 
want to engage in some lively conversation on a specific are 
of aviation—please let us know. 

Safety Program Preflight Briefing   5-22         7:00 pm    with Rob Mark 
 The Ups, Downs and Arounds of Towing Banners 

Some pilots tow banners just to log the hours. Others do it to improve their flying skills. Join us on 
May 22 to learn why it’s really some of both. Rob Mark, Long-time PWK CFI, business jet pilot, former 
Senior Editor at Flying magazine, and a former air traffic controller.    

Rob Mark has worked two jobs 
most of his life. He began his civilian aviation 
career as an air traffic controller at PWK tower 
while also earning an array of pilot certificates, 
including his instrument and multi-engine     
instructor certificates. Among other jobs, Rob 
spent two summers towing banners along the 
Chicago lakefront.  

He now holds and ATP with type ratings in    
several jets. He eventually left ATC to fly        
airplanes fulltime and flew for the original    
Midway Airlines until that company folded in 
1992. After that, he focused on business        
aviation only, that is until he realized he also 
loved telling stories about aviation and the   
people who make it work. That led him to   
write for Aviation International News, Air Line 
Pilot, the Chicago Tribune, AOPA Pilot and  
eventually Flying magazine. Rob Mark was     
inducted into the Illinois Aviation Hall of Fame in 2021. 

PAPA SAFETY AND SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION  

The scholarship applications for 2024 have been received.  We thank all of the aviation students who have 

applied and will be announcing the winner(s) in June and presenting the BIG CHECKS at our July event. 

Our Academic Scholarship provides an opportunity for a college student of aviation to continue to study 

Our Flight Training Scholarship will provide assistance to a flight student training at our home airport.   

We look forward to the success of our members and hope that they will be inspired to pay it forward 

Past winners Adam Darst and Matt O’Reilly have been invited to share their stories with us. 

HARPER COLLEGE                 

LEARNING & CAREER CENTER  

                                                                   

1375 S WOLF ROAD                    

PROSPECT HEIGHTS IL                                                                       

To be              

announced 
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

Fly Market    Classified Ads 

 

FOR SALE  
 

¼ share 1974 182P based at PWK      
Nice paint   Leather interior 

Low time engine & prop 
 Well maintained with full logs 

Garmin stack                                             
Garmin G5 HSI & attitude ind. 

Call for more info        847-736-3045 
           

 

 

Ad paid through December 2023 

Ad paid through March 2024 

 

Two Lightspeed Sierra headsets with Bluetooth 
Both in excellent condition 

$600 for pair or $350 for one 
 

Contact: Steve Daudelin at "csdaudord@gmail.com" 

FOR 

SALE 

mailto:csdaudord@gmail.com


COST SHARING AND ILLEGAL CHARTERS FAA UPDATE 

Cost Sharing     The FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018 provided guidance on how flight expenses may be shared by pilots 
with passengers in compliance with federal law. The boon for all involved in general aviation was the 2020 issuance 
of AC 61-142 in accordance with 14 CFR 61.113.  14 CFR 61.113 has long provided direction to private pilots regarding 
certificate privileges and limitations, particularly pertaining to compensation or hire. In applying this regulation to an 
activity, it is the operator’s responsibility to exercise due diligence, and it is often necessary to go beyond the regulation 
and review the FAA Office of the Chief Counsel’s legal interpretations for additional clarity.  Compensation is defined in 
AC 61-142 as receipt of anything of value that is contingent upon the pilot acting as pilot in command (PIC) of an air-
craft.  14 CFR 61.113 applies to all pilots exercising the privileges of a private pilot certificate, including commercial and/
or ATP certificate holders exercising private pilot privileges.  “A private pilot may not pay less than the pro rata share of 
the operating expenses of a flight with passengers, provided the expenses involve only fuel, oil, airport expenditures, or 
rental fees.” 

The sharing of costs pro rata is to be considered compensation. It is legal compensation when conducted under 14 CFR 

61.113(c). Always keep in mind that additional costs beyond this rule, such as maintenance and insurance, are to be 

paid by the pilot.  Know the regulations concerning sharing operating expenses and what it means to hold oneself out. 

“Holding out” is accomplished when a pilot promotes to a segment of the public that (s)he provides a service of trans-

portation. It becomes a contentious area when the realm of social media can provide access to countless potential cus-

tomers. To avoid holding out in this scenario, the pilot would need to be holding out to a limited audience where the 

relationship goes beyond that of expense sharing. Though it lacks specific clarity regarding fixed number and exposure, 

the intuition that makes you wonder if a scenario involves holding out is likely correct.  “The FAA distinguishes between 

offering expense-sharing services to a wide audience and to a limited group because holding out to the public may sug-

gest to unsuspecting passengers that the pilot has met the higher regulatory requirements to carry passengers.” 

 

Illegal Charters   An illegal charter operator charges people for flights without going through the proper certification 

process and skirts safety rules and procedures set up in OPS SPECS for a 14 CFR Part 135 charter business in the pro-

cess. Illegal charters have been a persistent and potentially dangerous problem for the FAA the traveling public, and 

legitimate air transport industry for years.  Creative pilot entrepreneurs have tried to apply the ground-based model of 

ride-sharing businesses like Uber and Lyft to aviation with the sharing of costs, i.e., “you just pay for the gas, and I will 

fly you there,” for passengers seeking “on-demand” air charter services. The FAA is not only aware of this illegal air 

charter effort but has established a Safe Air Charter Team to investigate and prosecute anyone offering non-Part 135 

Certified Air Charter “rides” to the public for compensation, even pro rata share of just paying for the gas.  A highly sig-

nificant decision by a Houston jury to find an aircraft operator liable for flying illegal charters shows that the FAA’s cam-

paign to stop illegal charters is succeeding.  Since June 2021, the agency also has proposed civil penalties totaling more 

than $5.9 million against more than 14 companies, issued an order revoking an air carrier certificate, and suspended or 

revoked several pilots’ licenses. Don’t let this be you or one of your learners.  In summer 2019, the FAA started educat-

ing its aviation safety inspectors as well as pilots, flight instructors, and the public about the dangers of illegal charter 

operations. It pledged to step up enforcement to help a weary charter industry that was losing business to less safe, 

cheaper operators. 

The Enforcement Division’s illegal charter team initiates and processes enforcement cases against illegal charter opera-

tors, which are highlighted in FAA press releases and on the Safe Air Charter website.  Aviation insurance underwriters 

are noticing the shift as well. The FAA has briefed the insurance industry on what to look for when underwriting charter 

flights. They do not want to inadvertently insure an illegal charter for obvious legal and financial reasons. Case in point: 

an underwriter recently refused to underwrite a charter operation in the western United States after recognizing po-

tential problems. The plane crashed, and the FAA is now investigating the operation as a potential illegal air charter.      

  

To report an illegal air charter, call 1-888-SKY-FLT1 (1-888-759-3581), or contact either the FAA at www.faa.gov/

charter or the National Air Transportation Association (NATA) at www.avoidillegalcharter.com. 

https://www.gleim.com/public/pdf/firc/resources/08/PLAW-115publ254.pdf
https://www.gleim.com/public/pdf/firc/resources/08/AC_61-142.pdf
https://www.gleim.com/aviation/faraim/?leafNum=61.113
https://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/agc/practice_areas/regulations/interpretations/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L0ztCl1ZJOk&t=345s
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdtx/pr/jury-finds-webster-aviation-company-liable-violating-faa-regulations
https://www.faa.gov/charter
https://www.faa.gov/charter
https://www.faa.gov/charter
http://www.avoidillegalcharter.com/


 
 



CHICAGO EXECUTIVE AIRPORT UPDATE (CEAU) 
 

FROM:      PWK Airport Operations    
DATE:        Thursday, April 11th, 2024    
CEAU#:      24-003: Special Event and Airfield Remarking Project – Saturday June 29th, 2024 
  
On Saturday, June 29th, Chicago Executive Airport will be hosting our annual Rock N Run the Runway Event. This will include a 5K 
and 1 mile walk requiring runway and taxiway closures. Additionally, in the evening the airport will need to be closed for a fire-
work display.  
 Immediately following the 5K, we anticipate starting our annual remarking project. As this work will occur in all three runway 
safety areas, we will need to keep all the runways closed. Combining this special event with this project gives us the opportunity 
to reduce the overall number of runway closures to our Tenants and Users.   
 The remarking project will include most of the elements on Runway 16/34. Upon favorable bidding results we also hope to re-
mark Runway 12/30 as well as Taxiway Charlie. We will further utilize this time to perform inspections and repairs of our Engi-
neered Materials Arresting System beds. The Airport will remain open to rotorcraft operations throughout the day until 2100 Lo-
cal. The Airport will re-open at the completion of fireworks and cleanup. 
 Below is a detailed list of closures scheduled specifically for Saturday, June 29th. Closures associated with the setup of this event 
will start Monday, June 24th.   
 All times are local. Although we strive not to change scheduled closures, the nature of construction and weather conditions may 
cause a work stoppage and a scheduled closure to be cancelled. Notification of any changes will be posted as soon as we know 
them. As always, we appreciate your patience and cooperation.   
 
Pre-event Setup Movement area closures and associated schedule below: 
 Monday, June 24th at 0700 – Monday, July 1st at 1530     Runway 06/24- CLOSED        

Area 2 Apron      Area 3 Apron  Taxiway B (between Echo and the approach end of Runway 24)   Taxiway F .  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Taxiway Bravo and Foxtrot will be closed to all aircraft operations.  
*Runway 6/24 will be available for runway turn offs off of Runway 16/34 and taxi operations west of taxi-

way Echo until Saturday 6-29-24 at 0600LCL.    

Day of 6/29  Movement area closures and associated schedule below: 
 Saturday, June 29th at 0600 – 2330L   *Airport will be closed to fixed-wing aircraft during this period 
  
 Runway 16/34 – CLOSED Runway 12/30– CLOSED 
Charlie Apron Hangar 5 & 6 Apron NE T Hangars Apron    SW T Hangars Apron    Taxiways (ALL)  
 
Saturday, June 29th at 2100 – 2330L    • PWK – CLOSED  
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SAVE THE DATE    

MEMBER APPRECIATION EVENT 

SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION 

Wednesday July 10 6pm 

Hangar 5  


