
Find us on the web at www.pwkpilots.org                         Volume 38 Number 2                                      FEBRUARY 2024 

       

Air of the Dog Gala 
Join us for a night of fun, friends and music for the 1st annual Air of the Dog Gala! 

Rock out to the sounds of 1982 (and only 1982) with Coverboy (Feat. Scott Lucas of Local H) at Gman Tavern.        
All proceeds will benefit the Chicago Executive Pilots Association Scholarship Fund and Pilots n Paws.                    

Help a future pilot who will someday fly a rescue dog to a new home.  
 
When:     Thursday, Feb 29th 6:30pm-9:30pm.  
Where:    GMan Tavern 3740 N Clark St in Chicago 
What to expect:   in addition to the music, there will be raffles and prizes.  
   Tickets will be $20 and available for purchase online on Wednesday                                            
                                   https://gmantavern.com/events/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The demand for good pilots is increasing, and so is the cost. We at the Chicago Executive Pilots Association strive to 
mentor the aspiring pilots through the changing regulatory and professional landscape and help them achieve the 
career they have always dreamed of. With the Scholarship fund, we help ease the financial burden that new pilots 
are forced to bear. Your attendance at this event will help fund a scholarship for 2 people without the financial 
means to reach their goals.  
 

These pilots, as they continue their journey will have the opportunity to fly rescue animals in need. Pilots and Paws 
has established the infrastructure to connect dog rescue organizations to the transportation they need to bring a 
new dog to their loving forever home.  
 

On Thursday the 29th, come for the concert, stay, and be a meaningful part of someone's lifelong journey to touch 
the sky.  

  

https://www.google.com/maps/search/3740+N+Clark+St?entry=gmail&source=g
https://gmantavern.com/events/


2024 CALENDAR 

OUR BOARD MEETS MONTHLY                                       
Except February & August 

  

MAJOR SOCIAL EVENTS INCLUDE:                
HANGAR PARTY & SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS JULY 

HOLIDAY DINNER IN DECEMBER  

2023 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890 

   Michael@baraz.us                                    

VICE PRESIDENT Rob Mark  847-644-1575              

                   rmark@commavia.com  
                                                                            
SECRETARY  Marc Katz  312-286-5107 

   mkatz@broadfield-capital.com 

TREASURER  Chuck Heftman  847-757-8412 

   cheftman@gmail.com 

DIRECTORS  Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847 

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

   Matt O’Reilly  224-343-2243 

   mjoreilly33@comcast.net 

   Matt Souza  224-256-7002 

   matt.souza.1982@gmail.com 

   Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com          

   Dan Wirt   847-773-1382  

              Dwirt@Wairaviation.net                            
                                     

COMMITTEES 
 

AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP    Vacant 

SCHOLARSHIP S Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

    Fundraising Dan Wirt   847-773-1382    
   Dwirt@WAiraviation.com 

BYLAWS/LEGAL Larry Kream  312-419-9100 
   lkream@kreamlaw.com 

MEMBERSHIP  Matt O’Reilly  224-343-2243 
   mjoreiilly33@comcast.net 

                Renewals   Kriztine Ballerini  815-582-8109 

   kriznguyen87@gmail.com    

SAFETY/PROGRAMS Dan Wirt  847-773-1382  
   Dwirt@WAiraviation.com                         

AVIATION HALL FAME Michael Baraz  630-781-8890
   Michael@baraz.us                                   

PR/SOCIAL MEDIA Rob Mark  847-644-1575
   rmark@commavia.com  
                                                                                         
WEBMASTER  Matt Souza  224-256-7002 
   papa@pwkpilots.org 

NEWSLETTER MGR Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

 AD SALES Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789
   cd987rusty@aol.com 
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Chicago Executive Pilots’ Association Newsletter is published monthly  This organization was formed in 1986 as a forum for the users of Chicago 

Executive Airport  (formerly Palwaukee) and as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the governing body to the 

users.  Our mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment with 

the pilots, users and community.  Membership is open to users of Chicago Executive Airport who support the goals and objectives as stated in the 

bylaws. Dues are $40.00 annually and include newsletter.  

Letters to the Editor, feedback, concerns or questions and any articles submitted must be received by the 20th of the month. Submissions will be 
printed on a space available basis and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content.  Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an 
email to editor@pwkpilots.org.  Please make prior arrangement with the editor for any files not electronically transmitted,  
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BOARD MEETINGS 

  3-Jul Atlantic  

6-Mar 4-Sep Aviation 

3-Apr 2-Oct FBO 

1-May 6-Nov Conference 

5-Jun 4-Dec Room 

   

SAFETY PROGRAMS 

 26-Jun Harper 

28-Feb 28-Aug College 

27-Mar 25-Sep Prospect 

24-Apr 23-Oct Heights 

                             
SOCIAL EVENTS    

JULY tbd DECEMBER tbd 

  

       WELCOME ALL 

 

NEW MEMBERS ARE  

ALWAYS WELCOME    

 

JOIN IN OUR QUEST FOR  

SAFETY AND EDUCATION 
 

NEW THIS PAST MONTH IS   

Steven Accurso 



 

From the Left Seat 
 
Safe! Be a Change Agent in the Aviation Community  

 
Yesterday was the 99s Aviation Expo. It is my favorite aviation event of the year.  
It’s a full day of learning and where I always reconnect with friends. It is a mix of  
reviewing, expanding on things, and new applications of things I know, and when  
it is at its best, discovering new things that I didn’t know I didn’t know. 
 
Risk has been on my mind a lot lately. However painful to admit, there are limits  
as to what we can do with our aircraft and the missions we are able to fly. In each  
of our certificates and ratings, the Airman Certification Standards (ACS) is our standard as aviators. It places 
significant emphasis on risk management. Not including task element titles, there are 151 uses of the terms 
“risk,” “risk management,” or “mitigate risk,” in the Private Pilot and 77 uses in the Instrument ACS, respec-
tively. There are four mentions within the Foreword alone. Risk management is deemed as crucial as the 
knowledge and skill elements in each task – essential, it’s as important as knowing how to fly an airplane! 
 
The morning session in the IFR room, led by Joe Standley, started with Commonsense IFR. Joe discussed 
the conditions which we can and those which we shouldn’t fly, with risk management being the way to get to 
a decision.  
 
Jerry Seckler wrapped up the seminar by teaching us how to use the Skew T Log P tool. While METARs and 
TAFs are useful, they lack information about the vertical profile. Knowing the bases is fine, but what ’s above? 
Is it a thin layer to blast through or something more where if you pop out, you just might be an icicle? The 
Skew T diagram is a sophisticated tool for assessing the icing and convection potentials for current and fore-
cast skies at our departure, destination, and along our route.  
 
Over the last couple of days, I have been agonizing over that exact decision. I have a must-attend meeting 
only a few hundred miles away. An easy hop in my plane. However, I made the reservations on the big bus  
a couple of days ago, partly in case of the obvious weather, but mostly to reduce the confirmation bias of 
choosing to go when the choice isn’t easy! Right up until today, the day before the trip, I believed I had a 
good shot at making this flight. And I know that you know how awesome it feels to tell people you flew your-
self to the meeting. And we both know it’s going to really suck telling them that I didn’t (admitting that I am  
not a super pilot). But, on the other hand, I will be there to tell them, and that doesn ’t suck. 
 
With a big tip of the hat to the 99s, CEPA is a partner in making us better pilots, and better decision-makers.  
I am so proud of the fact that we offer 11 months a year of safety seminars. Few organizations offer that 
number of seminars and that kind of commitment to safety in the use of our light aircraft. 
 
As I’ve said before, if you are reading this, you are not the pilot who I am trying to reach. Please be a good 
friend and colleague and pass this message along to someone who may not be reading these or showing   
up at a safety seminar.  
 
Fly safely and help someone else make that decision, too! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

Michael Baraz 

 
Michael Baraz 
President 
Chicago Executive Pilots Association 
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

Fly Market    Classified Ads 

 

FOR SALE  
 

¼ share 1974 182P based at PWK      
Nice paint   Leather interior 

Low time engine & prop 
 Well maintained with full logs 

Garmin stack                                             
Garmin G5 HSI & attitude ind. 

Call for more info        847-736-3045 
           

 

 

FOR SALE  
1999 Mooney Eagle M20S    David Carroll @ 847-204-4894 

$210,000 
TT 1755.3  Engine Time: 1177.8 SFN  Prop Time: 719.5 

   Interior 9 / Exterior 9             
Engine Upgraded - Continental Platinum IO550-G7  

Ad paid through December 2023 

Ad paid through December 2023 

 



 

 

 

 

1005 S WOLF ROAD  SUITE 106 

WHEELING  IL  60090-6408  

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

WHAT’S UP DOC?                        

Hi Doc,   
 

I probably knew this and probably can look it up, but how bad is it to let your medical expire?  Is it harder to get it back after a 
lapse?  Is it marked on your FAA "permanent record"?  Does an early renewal change the dates?  What say you? 
 

Local pilot inquiring 
 

Dear Local Pilot,  

It’s not a big deal to let your medical expire, as long as it’s not a Special Issuance. If you let a SI expire, depending on the rea-

son that you have the SI in the first place, you might have to jump through more hoops to demonstrate that your   special 

condition hasn’t changed. The FAA is, of course, aware of your previous issuances, but if it’s a regular issuance, then they re-

ally don’t care, and you pick up where you left off, so to speak, even if it’s a prolonged expiration, as long as no new problems 

have developed, and except for any age changes that might need to be considered. If you renew early, then your clock does 

reset and you would lose time on your existing medical, but the FAA doesn’t penalize you for it. 

Dr. Schneidman  
 
 Sydney Schneidman is a Senior Aviation Medical Examiner with HIMS certification. He flies a Cardinal at PWK,  
 is a long time CEPA member, active with CAP, and practices Emergency Medicine, and Aviation Medicine.   
 He will answer any CEPA member’s questions about FAA medical  certification, alcohol issues, or antidepressants.  

 Contact him with questions/concerns at sschneidman@gmail.com.                                   

mailto:sschneidman@gmail.com

