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A Tale of Two Pilots - What Can We Learn?

I got the news that Warren Bruhl died in a plane accident last Wednesday, November 22nd. Warren learned to fly at Chicago
Executive, he had been an officer and board member of CEPA, and most importantly to me, he was a good friend. Yes, we
lost one of our own, that makes this hit home all the harder.

His passion for sharing flying and his nature to educate were likely the motivation to earn his CFI, CFII, and MEI. However,
the training environment is not benign. We train for the cases that we hope never to happen. The training regimen puts us
in an airplane where we simulate those bad things happening as we attempt to fix them before the airplane gets away from
us. The goal is to simulate problems and let them develop enough for the learner to feel the intensity that ignites a memory
of the moment that builds skills. Sometimes this puts us at the edge, and occasionally, just a bit over. Instructors must de-
cide how Ifar to let the exercise go to make the training meaningful but interrupt before an emergency training scenario turns
into a real one.

It was only a few short weeks ago that Richard McSpadden was killed in a takeoff accident. Richard ran the US Air Forcés
Thunderbird demonstration team and was a true luminary in the aviation world before signin1g_'|f on as the boss of the AOPA
Air Safety Institute. This was a man who was at the center of flight safety. He oversaw the effort to drive down general avia-
tion small aircraft accidents and fatalities.

Thankfully, through many decades of diligence, these numbers are small to begin with (see chart), where one or two, either
way, moves the percentages. Nonetheless, they arent comparable to the Part 121 airlines world, where that number is es-
sentially zero; that is the gold standard, and the only humber we should aspire to.

Can GA small aircraft stats ever reach the level of the airlines? Probably
not, for a few reasons. First, we don't train in multi-million dollar Level D
simulators where any catastrophe ends with a punch of the “stop” button,

a cup of coffee, and a discussion with the instructor before a re-do. Second,
we aren't flying behind multiengine turbines where an engine failure is rare
and rarely consequential. Third, we don't have a professional staff of weather 63 62
briefers, dispatchers, ground crew, and maintenance people, coordinating

all the details of a flight and making the go/no-go decision. Fourth, our
planes don't have the bevy of automation and safety equipment, though

the good news is there is that the gap is slowly being reduced, the bad news
is that no amount of technology will keep a pilot safe if they don't do the
training to use it; again, advantage to the airlines who dictate the level of
proficiency of their pilots. And fifth, airlines, and charter operations, have

a book of strict, prescriptive, standard operating procedures (SOPs) which
must be followed without deviation, though GA small aircraft pilots could,
few are willing. Despite all of these issues, we DO still have the ability to 0
determine when a flight is safe if we've had a chance to discuss a similar e V0T 20T 200 SOTT 20T 20T 20 20
scenario with other experienced aviators who may have been there or e

learned from someone else who has.
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Aviation does carry some inherent risks. So what can we do to keep people like Warren and Richard alive? The FAA has put
risk management at the center of our certifications and ongoing re-certifications (flight reviews and proficiency checks). It is
up to us to use our best aeronautical decision-making to mitigate the intrinsic risk. Train. Show up at safety meetings when-
ever you can where we discuss a scenario each month and prep ourselves for a moment when splitsecond decision-making
ma:jy be required. Be part of the 20-plus people discussing it from different points of view in a comfortable chair at 0 KIAS
and 1G.

Luck favors the prepared pilot. Come to our safety meetings and make your flying safe, always.

Michael Barasg

President, Chicago Executive Pilots Association


https://www.ntsb.gov/safety/data/Pages/GeneralAviationDashboard.aspx
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2023 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS Warren Bruhl Has Flown West
PRESIDENT Michael Baraz 630-781-8890

Michael@baraz.us When | got the news that he died in a plane crash last
VICE PRESIDENT Rob Mark 847-644-1575 Wednesday, November 22nd, it was the first glimmer of the

void | knew it would leave. Warren Bruhl learned to fly at

rmark@commavia.com PWK. We lost one of our own and a good friend of mine at

SECRETARY Marc Katz 312-286-5107 | that.
mkatz@broadfield-capital.com

TREASURER Chuck Heftman 847-757-8412
cheftman@gmail.com

DIRECTORS Ron Komin 815-403-9690
Rskomin@gmail.com
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99mjm@sbcglobal.net
Matt O’'Reilly 224-343-2243
mjoreilly33@comcast.net
Matt Souza 224-256-7002
matt.souza.1982@gmail.com

I met Warren when then CEPA president Arthur Gunn

brought him to one of the Chicago Executive Pilots Associa-
tion board meetings. Warren was eager to join in and make
a contribution. He was still a student pilot but you could tell

Rusty Stevens 847-910-2789
cd987rusty@aol.com

COMMITTEES right off the bat that he was all in. He was flying a lot, and
like most of us, wouldn’t miss an opportunity to talk with
AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP Vacant other pilots, particularly experienced pilots, about his jour-
ney. Later, he took on the job of CEPA Secretary. He was of-
SCHOLARSHIPS Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847 |tena calming voice in the room when the discussion volume
99mjm@sbcglobal.net rose.
Fundraising B\?vri]rtv(g\r/tVAiraviation com 847-773-1382 | geyond his contributions to CEPA, Warren's altruistic nature

shone through his previous career as a health-care profes-

BYLAWS/LEGAL h(argng(r@el?rrgamlaw com 312-419-9100 sional. He dedicated weeks each year to providing medical
. ' care and education in underserved villages in Africa. As a
MEMBERSHIP mjaot;e(R”F;ggl comcast.net 224-343-2243 member and volunteer, Warren continued his generous spir-
it by actively supporting our PAPA Scholarship fund, further-
SAFETY/PROGRAMS mgrlyl@?gi)mmavia.com 847-644-1575 ing our mission to educate and empower aspiring aviators.
AVIATION HALL FAME Michael Baraz 630-781-8890 | Warren earned his instrument rating, commercial certifi-
Michael@baraz.us cate, CFl, CFll, and MEI. Soon after, he went on to earn his
PR/SOCIAL MEDIA Rob Mark . 847-644-1575 | helicopter commercial and later flew right seat in a Cessna
rmark@commavia.com Citation for a good many hours. Warren and his partner,
WEBMASTER Matt Souza 224-256-7002 | Jared Sebesta, opened an aerobatic flight school, Gambit
papa@pwkpilots.org Aviation. | marveled as Warren told me of his achievements
NEWSLETTER MGR  Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847 | in flying his Extra.
99mjm@sbcglobal.net
AD SALES Rusty Stevens 847-910-2789 Warren gained a lot of experience in his few short years of
cd98¥rusty@ao|.com flying. We can only imagine what might have been........

Blue Skies to you, Warren,

Your good friend, Michael

Chicago Executive Pilots’ Association Newsletter is published monthly This organization was formed in 1986 as a forum for the users of Chicago

Executive Airport (formerly Palwaukee) and as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the governing body to the
users. Our mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment with
the pilots, users and community. Membership is open to users of Chicago Executive Airport who support the goals and objectives as stated in the
bylaws. Dues are $40.00 annually and include newsletter.

Letters to the Editor, feedback, concerns or Zuestions and any articles submitted must be received by the 20th of the month. Submissions will be

printed on a space available basis and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content. Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an
email to editor@pwkpilots.org. Please make prior arrangement with the editor for any files not electronically transmitted,

CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 1005 S WOLF ROAD STE 106 WHEELING, IL 60090-6408




THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2023

HOLIDAY PARTY

Chevy Chase Country Club
1000 N. Milwaukee Avenue Wheeling, IL 60090
6:00pm Cash Bar 7:00pm Buffet Dinner
Musical Entertainment by D-Erania and Jahari Stampley

RESERVATIONS DUE BY DECEMBER 4TH

Name email
Or phone
| want to reserve dinners @ S50/pp Total enclosed S

online at:  www.pwkpilots.org SEE EVENTS
USPS to:  CEPA, 1005 S Wolf Rd, Ste 106, Wheeling, IL 60090

Any questions: contact Ana Adona via text at 808—365-7599 or email at anaadona@yahoo.com
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS A aid through March 2023
Fly Market Classified Ads

50% Partnership in 1983 P210N. Based at KPWK in the NE-Ts. $120K

“—FLIGHT TRAINING=" .

SOAR LIKE AN EAl}lE

EARN ADDITIONAL
RATINGS

160 KTs in air conditioned, pressurized comfort! FIKI approved.
Aspen PFD1000 and Gensys STEC-3100 Flight Guidance Computer. Garmin, Avidyne, and Bendix-King.
Color Radar, XM weather, ADS-B infout, and Jepp approach plates.

contact Chuck Malek, chuck.malek@ieee.org or cell: 847.371.1765

4 FOR SALE

% share 1974 182P based at PWK
Nice paint Leather interior
Low time engine & prop
Well maintained with full logs
Garmin stack
Garmin G5 HSI & attitude ind.

Gall (847] 388-9800
or visit
\ Call for more info 847-736-3045 / www_SKi“aVia tim]_gﬂm

FOR SALE
1999 Mooney Eagle M20S David Carroll @ 847-204-4894
$210,000
TT 1755.3 Engine Time: 1177.8 SFN Prop Time: 719.5
Interior 9 / Exterior 9
Engine Upgraded - Continental Platinum 10550-G7

Taher Sobhy, M.D. AME
Chicago Executive Airport
1061 S. Wolf Rd., Hangar © Bay 4
Wheeling, IL 60090
Phone (847) 244-6900

gh January 2023




Program Postflight Briefing 11-29-23

FAST DESCENT WITH NO AIRSPEED INDICATOR

Loss of Control on an approach is a terrifying thought—and
you just recovered in a valley with limited visibility and no
airport in sight. Is it better to climb to safety with a known
issue or scud run a few hundred feet above the ground to
find an airport and some terra firma?

A good group of both CEPA members and non-member
aviators, attended the IMC Club Meeting, and heard our
Airport Executive Director, Jeff Miller, give his State of the
Airport Message.

Thanks to all who attended and participated.

Congratulations to CEPA for another successful year of
educational programs.
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Whether it's your first IMC Club meeting or you are an
‘old hand’ you will gain knowledge and understanding of
flight from this unique experience.

The scenario will be presented, a question posed, and
YOU will get involved in the discussion.

Has something like this happened to you? What else
should the pilot have done? The premise of IMC Club is
learning from each other, and we have the guidance of
our experienced moderator to keep us on track.

Join us at: Harper College Career and Learning Center
1375 S Wolf Road
Prospect Heights, IL 60070
to learn and share.

2024 Program Schedule will be published 1-1-24

Sincere appreciation to those who stepped forward to serve this association as Directors.

Congratulations to those elected to serve for 2024

Continuing Officers

Michael Baraz, President

Robert Mark, Vice President

Marc Katz, Secretary

Chuck Heftman, Treasurer

Directors
Madeleine Monaco
Matt O’Reilly

Matt Souza

Rusty Stevens

Dan Wirt

We also thank all of our active members for their participation
in our advocacy, camaraderie, and educational activities.

YOUR GENEROSITY IS REQUESTED TO HELP A FUTURE AVIATOR
Our Scholarships are based on donations made during the calendar year.
The amount, according to our organization’s By Laws, is 50% of the donations
received. If you wish to make a tax deductible donation to aid a student
(either academic or flight) please do so before the end of the year.

You may donate online at pwkpilots.org/scholarships/donate

Or mail a check payable to PAPA SCHOLARSHIP to
CEPA, 1005 S Wolf Rd, Suite 106, Wheeling IL 60090



CHICAGO
EXECUTIVE

PILOTS'
ASS0OC.

1005 S WOLF ROAD SUITE 106
WHEELING IL 60090-6408

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

PLEASE JOIN US

To celebrate the holiday season with flying friends and colleagues.

Annual Holiday Dinner

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14,
6:00 COCKTAILS, 7:00 DINNER

$50 per person
Chevy Chase Country Club

1000 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Wheeling, IL 60090

RESERVE TODAY at pwkpilots.org




