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Get Out of the Zone! 
 

I’m embarrassed to admit it but my CFI check ride wasn’t my finest moment. But, man, did I think a lot about 
what I didn’t get right! Almost every time I get into the right seat for a lesson with a client, I think again about 
all the things that I knew but didn’t do a good job teaching (or honestly indicating in any way that I knew) on 
that day. And, now I can see how hard it must be to be an examiner. The question must be answered that 
while the candidate is not demonstrating knowledge or a capability, do they understand it and are they likely 
to actually incorporate it in their instruction, as a failure to do so would be replicated to their clients. I feel real-
ly good about my DPE’s decision and that I haven’t let him down for passing me despite these matters. 
 
Also, I have had a couple epiphanies as I’ve been doing other instruction and am teaching some fundamental 
techniques very differently. In this case, nothing was wrong with my performance on the check ride, my ap-
proach has evolved on how to practically fly better. 
 
These insights are coming after clicking off 3,000 hours and nearing 20 years of flying. The raw number of 
hours and years seem to represent someone with a fair amount of experience. But there is another way to 
look at the metrics and think more deeply. Am I a pilot with 20 years of experience, or a pilot with one year of 
experience 20 times? This may cause you to wonder about your answer to that question. How would one ob-
jectively assess that? Probably not directly but by looking at what you’ve done to be a more experienced pi-
lot.  
 
Always flying in your comfort zone doesn’t get you more experience. And for sure, I’m not suggesting any-
thing that would put you or anyone else at risk. But if you have an instrument rating and aren ’t ever filing, why 
not? And if your personal minimums based on your skills and experience are 1,000’ and 2 nm, could you do 
some training and improve your skills and thus your confidence. Have you sought a new skill, rating, or certifi-
cate that would challenge you to be a better pilot? 
 
As usual, people who are CEPA members, particularly the ones who read these newsletters and attend our 
meetings, are probably not the ones I’d like to get asking these questions. So, I enlist you, my fellow motivat-
ed pilots, to share this challenge with at least one of your pilot friends. Bring them to a meeting or just ride 
safety pilot and put them just a little bit outside their comfort zone. That’s the job of a pretty good friend! 
             

From the left seat,                                                          Michael Baraz, President 

 

 SUPPORT GENERAL AVIATION      

HELP BUILD A STRONGER SCHOLARSHIP FUND     

October 12th   PROM 1982   GMan Tavern    

SEE INFO ON PAGES 3 & 4  



PLEASE JOIN US 

 C.E.P.A. 2023  EVENT SCHEDULE 

2023 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890 

   Michael@baraz.us                                    

VICE PRESIDENT Rob Mark  847-644-1575              

                   rmark@commavia.com  
                                                                            
SECRETARY  Marc Katz  312-286-5107 

   mkatz@broadfield-capital.com 

TREASURER  Chuck Heftman  847-757-8412 

   cheftman@gmail.com 

DIRECTORS  Ron Komin    815-403-9690  

      Rskomin@gmail.com               

   Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847 

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

   Matt O’Reilly  224-343-2243 

   mjoreilly33@comcast.net 

   Matt Souza  224-256-7002 

   matt.souza.1982@gmail.com 

   Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com                                     
                                     

COMMITTEES 
 

AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP    Vacant 

 

SCHOLARSHIP S Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

    Fundraising Dan Wirt   847-773-1382    
   Dwirt@WAiraviation.com 

BYLAWS/LEGAL Larry Kream  312-419-9100 
   lkream@kreamlaw.com 

MEMBERSHIP  Matt O’Reilly  224-343-2243 
   mjoreiilly33@comcast.net 

SAFETY/PROGRAMS Rob Mark    847-644-1575  
   rmark@commavia.com                         

AVIATION HALL FAME     Vacant     

 

PR/SOCIAL MEDIA Rob Mark  847-644-1575
   rmark@commavia.com  
                                                                                         
WEBMASTER  Matt Souza  224-256-7002 
   papa@pwkpilots.org 

NEWSLETTER MGR Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

 AD SALES Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789
   cd987rusty@aol.com 
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Board meets at Atlantic FBO  1011 S Wolf, Wheeling 

Safety/IMC Club Harper College Learning & Career Center, 

1375 S Wolf, Pros Hts   

START TIME FOR ALL— 7:00 pm 

 

WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS 

Dragan Lazic  Ryder Schuh 

Joe Long     Mike Goldman   Howard Marks 

 

NOTAM   

    

We are trying to locate all CEPA stored   

property.  If you have any, please contact 

papa@pwkpilots.org 

          DATE      EVENT      LOCATION 

    

    

9/6/2023 Board Mtg   Atlantic 

9/27/2023 IMC Club   Harper PH 

10/4/2023 Board Mtg   Atlantic 

10/12/2023 
CEPA  Music         

Fest    6-11pm  
  

G Man Tavern    

3740 N Clark St 

10/25/2023 Safety Meeting   Harper  PH 

11/1/2023 Board Meeting   Atlantic 

11/29/2023 
Annual Mtg                               

IMC Club 
  Harper PH 

December No Board mtg     

12/14/2023 Holiday Dinner   Chevy Chase 
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

Fly Market    Classified Ads 

 

FOR SALE  
 

¼ share 1974 182P based at PWK      
Nice paint   Leather interior 

Low time engine & prop 
 Well maintained with full logs 

Garmin stack                                             
Garmin G5 HSI & attitude ind. 

Call for more info        847-736-3045 
           

 

 

FOR SALE  
1999 Mooney Eagle M20S    David Carroll @ 847-204-4894 

$210,000 
TT 1755.3  Engine Time: 1177.8 SFN  Prop Time: 719.5 

   Interior 9 / Exterior 9             
Engine Upgraded - Continental Platinum IO550-G7  

Ad paid through March 2023 

Ad paid through January 2023 
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  Program Postflight Briefing     8-23-23   
      

 IMC CLUB   Moderated by Rob Mark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“This 100nm trip to Birmingham should be easy                      

except for the Thunderstorms”.   

 It was so hot, that we didn’t expect the attendance we had! 

Thanks to all who came and participated.  Thanks to Harper 

College Prospect Heights facility (it was cool inside) 

There were more than 20 pilots in the room, and one aspir-

ing pilot.  A lively discussion took place . Come next time! 

Program Preflight Briefing     9-27-23   

 Tim Miller will be speaking to us  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Piper Arrow Pilot Experiences a Primary Control Failure” 

Join us at Harper Prospect Heights   to 

learn and share. 

Wednesday, September 27th 

7:00 pm 

 

  

    Whether it’s your first 

    IMC Club meeting or

     you are an ‘old hand’

     you will gain in know-

    edge and understand

    ing of flight from this 

    unique experience.  

    The scenario will be 

    presented, a question 

    posed, and YOU will 

    get involved with the 

    discussion.   

Has something like this happened to you?  What else 

should the pilot have done?  The premise of IMC Club 

is learning from each other, and we have the guidance 

 

And Save the Date for our OCTOBER SAFETY PROGRAM! 

 Everything You Wanted to Know About Aircraft    

Maintenance, but Were Afraid to Ask! 

           

           Tom DeJan 

   October 25, 2023 

   HARPER COLLEGE 

   Prospect Heights 

PROGRAM CHAIR, ROB MARK 

Our Fund Raising Event is shared with Pilots N Paws.     

Besides drinks, dancing, bingo and PRIZES 

there may be puppies!!!! 

 

October 12th    GMan Tavern   



 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
  
 
 
 
 

       September  2023  page 7   

 

WHAT’S UP DOC?                       
 

 Doc,    I know there’s a pilot with no arms, and our Senator Duckworth flies fixed wing aircraft with hand controls, but what did 
they have to do to get that “special” medical permission to fly?  How does that work?  
 

Thanks,   A CFI looking to spread the word. 
 
Well, let me introduce you to the SODA. Not a drink, but a Statement Of Demonstrated Ability. The FAA loves their acronyms. 
Pilots with any sort of a permanent disability, whether it be an amputation, vision problem or any other sort of physical prob-
lem that is PERMANENT, need to obtain the SODA. It's issued by the Flight Standards District Office (FSDO) at the request of 
the Regional Flight Surgeon when a pilot is judged to need a Medical Flight Test to prove they are capable of flying a plane, 
regardless of the permanent disability, with special flight controls, as needed. If they can pass the MFT, then they are issued a 
numbered SODA that they will have to provide to their AME at each medical exam. The MFT only is done once and it's good for 
the life of the pilot unless their disability changes. Colorblindness is an interesting condition, in that a colorblind pilot may be 
issued a medical that limits them to day VFR flying without color light gun signals. If they want that limitation removed, then 
they have to do the MFT and prove that they can see and interpret the light gun signals.                   Dr. Schneidman   

 

 Dr. Sydney Schneidman is a Senior Aviation Medical Examiner with HIMS certification. He flies a Cardinal at PWK, is a long time CEPA member, 
active with CAP, and practices Emergency Medicine, and Aviation Medicine. He will answer any CEPA member’s questions about FAA medical 
certification, alcohol issues, or anti-depressants. Contact him with questions/concerns at schneidman@gmail.com                                   

Our Nominating Committee has been preparing the slate.  The volunteers who 

have agreed to serve as Directors in 2024 will be approved by the current Board  

 

Our ByLaws call for the election of 5 Directors every year, to serve a one year term.  The Officers serve for two years 

and are not up for election this time.  The Nominating Committee will be preparing the slate and ballots will be sent.   

There are opportunities for participating on Committees during the year, or on Special Events as needed.  

Be a part of our good work.  The aviation community will welcome your help.    

Dave, Eva and Keith 

Please vote when you get your ballot. 



 

 

 

 

1005 S WOLF ROAD  SUITE 106 

WHEELING  IL  60090-6408  

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make a note in your calendar! 

 

Our celebration of the winter holiday season                  
has been scheduled for                                                                

December 14th, Thursday, 6:30 pm 

Chevy Chase Country Club 

  

  

      


