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FIND A MENTOR        BE A MENTOR 
 
 When you are really rusty or particularly plagued by doubts about your aviation prowess, the best    
reinforcement is a good flight instructor. A few hours with a pro occupying the right seat can do wonders.  
It’s a very good start to refurbishing skills tarnished by disuse and restoring the reservoir of self-
confidence. That makes it a sound investment of your time and your money. But given the high demand 
for flight instructors these days, you might not be able to employ one for enough training as you might 
want. That’s where a mentor can be the perfect companion.  
 

 A Mentor is a trusted advisor who provides one-to-one support, encouragement, and advice. Mentors 
can also give career guidance, provide a role model, and offer a seasoned sounding board for challenges 
and ideas. Perhaps the mentor’s most important function is to transfer experience by sharing events and 
outcomes that can help a less-experienced colleague learn faster, and with fewer mistakes.  
 

 An aviation mentor can certainly play a role in advancing the pilot’s knowledge, skills, and attitudes, 
but both the goal and the process are to lead you to your 
individual decision-making process. Though it shares some 
characteristics with hangar flying, a mentor’s transfer of   
experience should be a structured and thoughtful effort to 
help the less experienced pilot safely navigate real world 
situations. A good mentor must therefore know not only how 
to select and share “there-I-was” stories, but also how to  
listen to the mentored pilot’s concerns, ask questions to  
help address them, and offer appropriate feedback.  
 

 Whether you try to find a mentor or to be one, remember 
that the mentor pilot must be able to offer experience that is 
pertinent to the mentored pilot’s needs and goals. Be careful 
not to equate a mentor pilot’s total time with relevant time. 
The experience of an airline pilot whose only recent flying 
involves transport category airliners with a crew will not   
necessarily be helpful to someone flying single-pilot IFR 
(IMC) in a small GA aircraft. It is also true that a 100-hour 
private pilot who trained in a glass cockpit aircraft could 
have much to share with a 1,000-hour pilot who has flown 
nothing but “steam gauge” aircraft.  
 

 A good mentor will be a practitioner as well as a preach-
er of good practices. Never forget that you may be an      
unwitting mentor and model for pilots around you. An       
aviation mentor can help the mentored pilot establish and 
work toward a range of aeronautical advancement goals.  
 

 You need a flight instructor for work toward formal     
qualifications and privileges, but an aviation mentor can  
help you battle the doubts common to different phases of 
instruction. By offering a sounding board, a fresh perspec-
tive, and simple encouragement to overcome learning     
plateaus, the mentor plays a vital role. By providing        
guidance and cockpit companionship on skill development 
flights, an aviation mentor can contribute substantially to 
building a less-experienced pilot’s competence and confi-
dence.  
 

 The information in this article was excerpted from the                
        FAA Safety Briefing—January February 2023 

 
To be most effective, a good mentor 
should have:  
 
Substantial experience that is relevant  
to the needs and goals of the mentored 
pilot.  
 
Good “airside manner” that is friendly, 
affirming, non-judgmental, & respectful.  
Strong communication skills that include 
attentive listening and asking good 
questions.  
 
Clear understanding of the mentor’ role, 
which is to support and guide the   
mentored pilot’s efforts to apply 
knowledge and skills to real situations.  
 
Clear understanding of the pilot’s goals, 
to include knowledge of how the aircraft 
is to be used (i.e., recreational flying for 
fun, personal transportation for business 
or pleasure, professional operation).  
 
Personal connection with the mentored 
pilot.  
 
Mutual understanding of responsibilities. 
Both individuals must have a clear     
understanding of responsibilities — and 
liabilities — in the mentoring relation-
ship. In general, the mentored pilot 
should always be pilot in command.  



    C.E.P.A. 2023  EVENT SCHEDULE 

Board meets at Atlantic FBO  1011 S Wolf, Wheeling 

Safety/IMC Club Harper College Learning & Career Center, 

1375 S Wolf, Pros Hts  START TIME FOR ALL— 7:00 pm 

2023 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890 

   Michael@baraz.us                                    

VICE PRESIDENT Rob Mark  847-644-1575              

                   rmark@commavia.com  
                                                                            
SECRETARY  Marc Katz  312-286-5107 

   mkatz@broadfield-capital.com 

TREASURER  Chuck Heftman  847-757-8412 

   cheftman@gmail.com 

DIRECTORS  Ron Komin    815-403-9690  

      Rskomin@gmail.com               

   Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847 

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

   Matt O’Reilly  224-343-2243 

   mjoreilly33@comcast.net 

   Matt Souza  224-256-7002 

   matt.souza.1982@gmail.com 

   Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com                                     
                                     

COMMITTEES 
 

AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP    Vacant 

SCHOLARSHIP S Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

    Fundraising Dan Wirt   847-773-1382    
   Dwirt@WAiraviation.com 

BYLAWS/LEGAL Larry Kream  312-419-9100 
   lkream@kreamlaw.com 

MEMBERSHIP  Matt O’Reilly  224-343-2243 
   mjoreiilly33@comcast.net 

SAFETY/PROGRAMS Rob Mark    847-644-1575  
   rmark@commavia.com                         

AVIATION HALL FAME Madeleine Monaco             847-431-1847 
                              99mjm@sbcglobal.net  

                           Rogers Faden  847-312-8805  
                              rogers.faden@gmail.com 

PR/SOCIAL MEDIA Rob Mark  847-644-1575
   rmark@commavia.com  
                                                                                         
WEBMASTER  Matt Souza  224-256-7002 
   papa@pwkpilots.org 

NEWSLETTER MGR Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

 AD SALES Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789
   cd987rusty@aol.com 
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 SAVE THE DATES  

ROCK & RUN THE RUNWAY JUNE 24 

MEMBERSHIP PICNIC  JULY 12 

      

    

Wednesday 
May 3 

Board Mtg 
Michael 
Baraz 

Atlantic 

Wednesday 
May 24 

IMC Club 
Alan   
Zielinski 

Harper College - 
Prospect Hts 

Wednesday 
June 7 

Board Mtg 
Michael 
Baraz 

Atlantic 

Saturday    
June 24 

Run/Runway 
CEPA Booth 

 KPWK 

Wednesday 
June 28 

Safety Mtg 
Jenny 
Settle 

Harper College - 
Prospect Hts 

Wednesday 
July 5 

Board Mtg 
Michael 
Baraz 

Atlantic 

Wednesday 
July12 

Scholarships 
Dinner, IMC  

 TBD 

 August  No Board Mtg   

Wednesday 
August 23 

IMC Club Rob Mark 
Harper College - 
Prospect Hts  

Wednesday 
September 6 

Board Mtg  
Michael 
Baraz 

Atlantic 

Wednesday 
September 27 

IMC Club Rob Mark 
Harper College - 
Prospect Hts 

Wednesday 
October 4 

Board Mtg 
Michael 
Baraz 

Atlantic 

Wednesday 
October 25 

AOPA Update 
Safety Mtg 

Kyle 
Lewis 

Harper College - 
Prospect Hts 

Wednesday 
November 1 

Board Mtg 
Michael 
Baraz 

Atlantic 

Wednesday 
November 29 

CEPA Annual 
Meeting & IMC  

Michael 
Baraz 

Harper College - 
Prospect Hts 

December  No Board Mtg   

Wednesday 
December 20 

Holiday Party TBD TBD 
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

Fly Market    Classified Ads 

 

 FOR SALE  
 

¼ share 1974 182P based at PWK      
 

Nice paint   Leather interior 
Low time engine & prop 

 Well maintained with full logs 
Garmin stack                                             

Garmin G5 HSI & attitude ind. 
 

Call for more info 
847-736-3045 

  
 

 
WHAT’S UP DOC? ASK THE AME  

 

Dr. Sydney Schneidman is a Senior Aviation Medical Examiner with 

HIMS certification. He flies a Cardinal at PWK, is in CEPA, active with 

CAP, practices Emergency Medicine, and Aviation Medicine. He will 

answer any CEPA member’s questions about FAA medical certifica-

tion, alcohol issues, or anti-depressants.                                             

Contact him with questions/concerns at schneidman@gmail.com                                   

 

 

FOR SALE  
1999 Mooney Eagle M20S    David Carroll @ 847-204-4894 

$210,000 
TT 1755.3  Engine Time: 1177.8 SFN  Prop Time: 719.5 

   Interior 9 / Exterior 9             
Engine Upgraded - Continental Platinum IO550-G7  

Ad paid through March 2023 
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  Program Postflight Briefing      4-26-23   
      
Our Safety meeting in April was Chicago Approach ATC 
veteran, Aaron Barclay.  Aaron is an air traffic controller       
and a flight instructor and has extensive experience on 
both sides of the radar scope.  
  
Thank you Aaron, thank you Harper, thank you Program 
Chair Rob Mark, and thank you to all of our members 
and guests who attended and participated.  The class-
room was packed!   We learn from each other.   

                                                                                        
A good pilot is always learning. 

 
May 24 IMC CLUB Program Preflight Briefing  

                                                          
          HARPER COLLEGE LEARNING & CAREER CENTER                                                                                                                      

1375 S WOLF ROAD        PROSPECT HEIGHTS IL 
   on the east side of Wolf Road just south of Palatine Road 

 
Alan Zielinski— Speaker      TIPS AND TRICKS FOR MASTERING CROSSWINDS 

President of Chicago Flight Instructors Association, Avid Hot Air Balloon Pilot, Fixed Wing 

Piston and Jet Pilot and Designated Pilot Examiner   

Alan will speak to us about crosswinds—a constant problem in the windy Midwest.  Those of us who attend 

the Chicago Flight Instructors Association meetings have learned from him each time he speaks.  NOW its 

your chance CEPA, to hear from him and his experiences as a Pilot, Instructor and DPE. 

If you haven’t yet attended a meeting at Harper’s Career Center in Prospect Heights, this would be a great one 

to start with.  We have a nice facility, easily accessible, smart classroom tech and smart speakers! 

                   CHICAGO EXECUTIVE AIRPORT                                                                                                                                         
 EXPECTING OVER 600 COMPETITORS     

             Run the Runway:  Saturday, June 24  

   Register today for CEA’s 8th Annual Run the Runway, a unique                                   
opportunity for runners, families and anyone interested in aviation      
to run/walk on an actual airport runway, learn about flying and get     
up-close views of aircraft.  Strollers are welcome!                                                                                        
                                                        
Register today for CEA’s 8th Annual Run the Runway, a unique oppor-
tunity for runners, families and anyone interested in aviation to run/
walk on an actual airport runway, learn about flying and get up-close 
views of aircraft.  Strollers are welcome! 

                                                                                                                             
 Register here: Run the Runway 5K & 1-mile Walk 2023      

FAA WINGS CREDIT PROGRAM EVENT 

https://runsignup.com/Race/IL/Wheeling/RunTheRunwayAtCEAPWK
https://www.chiexec.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Run-the-Runway-Website-Thumbnail.png


PAPA MENTOR SCHOLARSHIP HONOREE DAVE KLOPFLEISCH                                                     
TO PRESENT AWARD AT JULY PICNIC  

More than a century ago, the origins of flight instruction began in 1910, when the 
Wright brothers determined they needed to pass on their knowledge and newly  
acquired skills for powered man flight. Having invested thousands of hours and 
enormous expense to develop their flying mastery, they wanted to embark on 
flying exhibitions to promote their Wright Flyer. However, they needed pilots to 
fly their airplanes in different parts of the United States. The first student to solo, 
Walter Brookins, was an employee and long time friend of the Wrights. Brookins 
would eventually set records and train others to fly. The birth for ‘passing the 
love and  skill for flying’ was born and has continued ever since.         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

However, in the modern era of flight instruction, financial considerations often     
impede pilots from pursuing their dreams to learn how to fly. The Annual PAPA 
Mentor Scholarship helps local pilots realize their dreams and provides a way for senior pilots to pass along 
the love for aviation. This year, Dave Klopfleisch, a CFI with Chicago Executive Flight School, will participate 
as an honorary presenter for the new PAPA Flight Training Scholarship.   As a long time CFI and ATP, Dave 
is the Safety Officer for the flight school, and a steady voice of reason at a busy facility.  He is and has been a 
mentor to many.    
 

His history in Naval Aviation, with NAS Glenview, and at KPWK has been an example of excellence.  Dave 
has designed and implemented a full Upset Recovery Program which he has taught in his beautiful aerobatic 
Beech Sundowner. He was awarded the Wright Brothers Master Pilot Award for 50 years of excellence in avi-
ation in 2021.   
 

We are uniquely blessed with Dave’s commitment to safety and education and his long service as a CFI.  Join 
us on July 12th at our Membership Appreciation and Scholarship Presentation dinner to applauded his history 
and thank him for his service—to this country and to aviation. 

Airport Spotlight on Madeleine Monaco 

Chicago Executive Airport has created a program called 
'Airport Spotlight' which recognizes people who soar above 
the ordinary in their work or enjoyment of the airport. Air-
port Spotlight celebrates those involved with the airport 
who have furthered CEA’s success or demonstrated their 
dedication to the aviation field to be invited to a board 
meeting and presented with a “token” of our appreciation.  

Tonight’s honoree is Madeleine Monaco, a long-time flight 
instructor on the airfield as well as an advocate and good-
will ambassador for general aviation. As a volunteer, she 
tirelessly “knocks on doors” to raise funds for aviation 
scholarships.  And as a leader, she drives participation in 
the annual Aviation Expo in support of free WINGS semi-
nars for pilots and their flying companions. 

Many of us know Madeleine as an active member of the 
Chicago 99s, where she has held various leadership roles, including as member of the International Amelia 
Earhart Memorial Scholarship Trust. 

She is also a founding member of the Chicago Executive Pilots Association, where she has served as presi-
dent, board member and scholarship chair.  For those of you receiving the monthly newsletter, she writes and 
distributes that, too. 

As she has said, “The gloriousness of aviation is truly the community.” And in our case, we’re recognizing 
Madeleine as one of the outstanding members of the CEA community. 

Thank you for your continued support of general aviation in and around the airport.  Your spirit and devotion 
to the airport are truly admirable and deserving of our recognition. 

D. Court Harris                                                                                                                                                                                        
Chairman, Board of Directors 
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1005 S WOLF ROAD  SUITE 106 

WHEELING  IL  60090-6408  

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make a note in your calendar! 

OUR BIG SUMMER EVENT IS SET FOR                                         

WEDNESDAY, JULY 12, 6:00 PM   

  

   

   

      WINNERS          DINNERS 

& 


