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From the Left Seat                 Michael Baraz, President  

  Pattern Work 

 
Way back when I was in college I changed my major to engineering for a brief period.   It didn ’t 
turn out that I was to be an engineer, but I got an amazing principle out of the digression. I took  
a course called, Statics. In it, I learned that mechanical devices could be reduced to links and 
pins. The number of links and pins effectively defined its functionality. You could take those two 
numbers and give them to another mechanical engineer and they could create a device that had, 
more or less, the same functionality.  
 
That concept of abstraction was utterly profound, an epiphany! Arguing nature versus nurture,     
I don’t know if that resonated in my head because I was wired to think of reducing complex   
problems into patterns I could understand and then apply elsewhere, or if I learned a new     
foundation, ab initio, skill. Nonetheless, this ability may have been the single most valuable thing 
I have ever learned. 
 
There are few net new foundational knowledge areas and even then, after you get the principle, 
it is just a matter of abstracting and storing the pattern into your brain’s database. Taking these 
patterns, and adapting a generalized solution, has made picking up a new technology, or most 
any other expertise, just a matter of recognizing the essentials of a known pattern, shortening  
the learning curve to just the differences. 
 
By the way, your CFI, and presumably other instructors you’ve had, have been sneakily using 
some form of this technique with you. In education methodology, including the FAA’s Funda-
mentals of Instruction, it is called transfer of knowledge. It is powerful and turns out useful in our 
aviation journey. Transitioning from a trainer plane to a faster, more complex plane, even to a big 
Boeing, builds on what you learned in that Piper or Cessna. Moving from an analog, round-
gauge panel to a modern glass cockpit is just a matter of finding where the same functions are 
displayed and in what format. 
 
Your university professors nor CFIs couldn’t possibly teach you every scenario you will encoun-
ter. Instead, they teach principles or patterns that you’ll use to apply to similar problems. This is 
essential in so many things we encounter, but none more important than that critical moment 
when you have an emergency in the air.  
 
The one critical factor in using this skill is cognitive capacity. You must be able 
to think clearly and quickly. Of course, that may seem impossible in the midst 
of an emergency. However, lucky for you, emergencies are part of the primary 
training and are expected to be practiced in each flight review. The more prac-
ticed you are, the more cognitive capability you will be able to bring to bear on 
solving the next bad thing. 
 
While the FAA requires a Flight Review not to exceed every 24 months, there 
is no minimum time to practice these skills. Go out with a buddy, or better yet, 
an instructor, and normalize the unexpected. 



    C.E.P.A. 2023  EVENT SCHEDULE 

Board meets at Atlantic FBO  1011 S Wolf, Wheeling 

Safety & IMC Club meets at Harper College       

Learning & Career Center, 1375 S Wolf, Pros Hts 

START TIME FOR ALL— 7:00 pm 

2023 OFFICERS & DIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890 

   Michael@baraz.us                                    

VICE PRESIDENT Rob Mark  847-644-1575              

                   rmark@commavia.com  
                                                                            
SECRETARY  Marc Katz  312-286-5107 

   mkatz@broadfield-capital.com 

TREASURER  Chuck Heftman  847-757-8412 

   cheftman@gmail.com 

DIRECTORS  Ron Komin    815-403-9690  

      Rskomin@gmail.com               

   Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847 

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

   Matt O’Reilly  224-343-2243 

   mjoreilly33@comcast.net 

   Matt Souza  224-256-7002 

   matt.souza.1982@gmail.com 

   Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com                                     
                                     

COMMITTEES 
 

AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP    Vacant 

SCHOLARSHIP S Madeleine Monaco 847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

    Fundraising Dan Wirt   847-773-1382    
   Dwirt@WAiraviation.com 

BYLAWS/LEGAL Larry Kream  312-419-9100 
   lkream@kreamlaw.com 

MEMBERSHIP  Matt O’Reilly  224-343-2243 
   mjoreiilly33@comcast.net 

SAFETY/PROGRAMS Rob Mark    847-644-1575  
   rmark@commavia.com                         

AVIATION HALL FAME Madeleine Monaco             847-431-1847 
                              99mjm@sbcglobal.net  

                           Rogers Faden  847-312-8805  
                              rogers.faden@gmail.com 

PR/SOCIAL MEDIA Rob Mark  847-644-1575
   rmark@commavia.com  
                                                                                         
WEBMASTER  Matt Souza  224-256-7002 
   papa@pwkpilots.org 

NEWSLETTER MGR Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

 AD SALES Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789
   cd987rusty@aol.com 
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Welcome our new members 

Ralph Lipford     Kevin Frank    Kriztine Ballerini           

Rhiannon Holzman    Francis Zurek     Dave Kosrow        

Ben Councel     Mike James     Stewart Kerr                      

Andrew Annes 

1-Mar Board 
Michael 
Baraz 

Atlantic   

22-Mar IMC Club 
Rob Mark 
Michael 
Baraz 

Harper PH   

5-Apr Board 
Michael 
Baraz 

Atlantic   

26-Apr Safety 
Rob Mark 
Aaron     
Barclay 

Harper PH 
ATC 
ORD 
PWK 

3-May Board 
Michael 
Baraz 

Atlantic   

24-May IMC 
Michael 
Baraz 

Harper PH   

7-Jun Board 
Michael 
Baraz 

Atlantic   

28-Jun Safety   Harper PH   

5-Jul Board 
Michael 
Baraz 

Atlantic   

12-Jul 
Scholarships 
IMC Club 

Rusty Ste-
vens 

TBD   

23-Aug IMC Club Rob Mark Harper PH   

6-Sep Board   
Michael 
Baraz 

Atlantic   

27-Sep IMC Club Rob Mark Harper PH   

4-Oct Board  
Michael 
Baraz 

Atlantic   

25-Oct 
AOPA Up-
date/Safety  

Rob Mark  
Kyle Lewis 

Harper PH 
not con-
firmed 

1-Nov Board   
Michael 
Baraz 

Atlantic   

29-Nov 
Annual MTG  
IMC Club  

Michael 
Baraz 

Harper PH   

20-Dec 
Holiday   
Party 

TBD TBD   
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

FLY MARKET                             
Classified Ads 

  

 

 

 
 WHAT’S UP DOC? ASK THE AME  

Dr. Sydney Schneidman is a Senior Aviation Medical 

Examiner with HIMS certification. He has a Cardinal   

at PWK and has been a CEPA member for many 

years. He’s active with CAP, practices Emergency 

Medicine, and Aviation Medicine. He will answer any 

member’s questions about FAA medical certification, 

alcohol issues, or anti-depressants, a difficult group    

of medications to deal with for the FAA. Contact him 

with questions/concerns at sschneidman@gmail.com.   

     Disclaimer: Although Dr. Schneidman is a long time CEPA member and               

 supporter, he is offering these services independently of CEPA. 

 

CEPA HAS ACQUIRED A NUMBER OF MODEL     

AIRPLANES BUILT BY A FORMER AVIATOR.      

THEY ARE AVAILABLE FOR ANYONE WHO         

CAN USE THEM  TAKE ANY OR ALL! 

Contact Madeleine 99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

 

 

Members can post aviation related offers and searches (non business) FREE OF CHARGE 
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    Program Preflight Briefing                          

IMC CLUB    MARCH 22  7:00pm         
 
 
 

Michael Baraz, CEPA President and CFII, will present and moderate the                                        
discussion as an exercise in problem solving for Instrument Flight.   

 
              HARPER COLLEGE LEARNING & CAREER CENTER                                                                                                                      

1375 S WOLF ROAD        PROSPECT HEIGHTS IL 

  Program Postflight Briefing      2-22-23   
             
HARPER COLLEGE LEARNING & CAREER CENTER                                                                    

1375 S WOLF ROAD   PROSPECT HEIGHTS IL                                                                        
 

We held our first meeting at this terrific new host facility with 
a tremendous learning experience.  The “smart” classroom 
provided our speaker, Marc Epner, with all of the audio visual 
presentation materials he needed.  And his presentation held 
the audience in rapt attention from start to finish.  We sure 
appreciated those who came out in the ice storm!   
 
Marc made his experience with an engine-out, off airport 
landing a genuine teaching moment. 
 
Thank you Marc, thank you Harper, thank you Program Chair 
Rob Mark, and thank you to all of our members and guests 
who braved the weather to attend.  
 
We have scheduled all of our 2023 safety programs and IMC 
Club meetings at Harper.  Come and see what it’s all about.     
Learn things! 

PAPA SAFETY AND SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION ANNOUNCEMENT 

The NEW scholarship applications for 2023, which include for the first time a “home airport” flight training 

award, have been posted on our website   www.pwkpilots.org 

If you have financial need,  a clear and achievable aviation goal, and live in Illinois, please look at the     

requirements and if, you qualify, apply.   

Our Academic Scholarship continues for students who live in Illinois and attend an institute of higher         

education as Sophomore, Junior or Senior in Illinois. 

Our Flight Training Scholarship has been added to assist students taking their training at an approved PWK 

based flight training facility.   

We look forward to receiving your applications and helping to advance your path in aviation. 

The state based aviation schools and the airport based flight schools have been notified. 



 

FAAST Blast —  Airport SMS Rule  

   Transition Training 

   Aircraft Type Clubs 
 

Week of Feb 20 – Feb 26, 2023 

Biweekly FAA Safety Briefing News Update 

  

New Rule to Improve Safety at Airports 

A new rule from the FAA will help airports detect and mitigate safety problems before they result in 
accidents or incidents. The final rule requires certain airports to develop and implement a safety 
management system (SMS) faa.gov/airports/airport_safety/safety_management_systems/external.  
 
SMS programs have helped foster the safest era in commercial aviation history. Fundamental to the 
program is identifying risks and then taking steps to correct potential safety issues before they re-
sult in accidents or incidents.  
  
The final rule applies to over 200 of America’s busiest commercial airports. Depending on the air-
port’s classification and operations, the timeline to fully implement SMS ranges from four to five and 
a half years. The rule takes effect 60 days after publication in the Federal Register faa.gov/airports/
airport_safety/safety_management_systems/external/airport_SMS_final_rule_draft. 

Fly Safe — Transition Training 

Just like switching between automatic and manual in a car, transitioning from one aircraft to a dif-
ferent one comes with unique challenges — even when you’re certificated to operate that specific 
category or class. Learn more about the importance of transition training with our latest Fly Safe 
topic here medium.com/faa/transition-training-e38c49a23262. Be sure to check out the whole list of 
Fly Safe topics here medium.com/faa/flysafe/home. 

What’s Your Type? 

Interested in joining a club that could save you time, money, and possibly your life? Joining an air-
craft type club can help you be more in tune with the performance and safety of your flying machine 
and can help you meet and network with like-minded individuals. Data also suggest that type club 
members are less likely to have an accident than their non-member colleagues. Learn more about 
the benefits of aircraft type clubs here http://bit.ly/3kgomIN. 

For more on the importance of mentoring, modeling, and professionalism in aviation, check out our 
Jan/Feb 2023 Leading by Example issue here: www.faa.gov/newsroom/faa-safety-briefing-
magazine.   

Produced by the FAA Safety Briefing editors, www.faa.gov/newsroom/faa-safety-briefing-magazine   
Address questions or comments to: SafetyBriefing@faa.gov 

Follow us on Twitter @FAASafetyBrief or https://twitter.com/FAASafetyBrief 

March 2023 page 5   

https://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_safety/safety_management_systems/external
https://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_safety/safety_management_systems/external/airport_SMS_final_rule_draft
https://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_safety/safety_management_systems/external/airport_SMS_final_rule_draft
https://medium.com/faa/transition-training-e38c49a23262
https://medium.com/faa/flysafe/home
https://t.co/iy9dhIb8Cg
http://www.faa.gov/newsroom/faa-safety-briefing-magazine
http://www.faa.gov/newsroom/faa-safety-briefing-magazine
http://www.faa.gov/newsroom/faa-safety-briefing-magazine
mailto:SafetyBriefing@faa.gov
https://twitter.com/FAASafetyBrief


 

 

 

 

1005 S WOLF ROAD  SUITE 106 

WHEELING  IL  60090-6408  
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The wonderful new space that Harper College Learning and Career Center has given us for 

our safety programs and IMC Club meetings far exceeds our expectations.  Accessible, open, 

airy, comfortable, spacious, technologically advanced, and close to our airport. 

Please come by March 22 for our next IMC Club meeting at 7:00 pm.  These meetings are for 

all pilots, from 0 hours to retired airline and more.  Student through ATP and all the Types.  

IMC format but not always EAA content, we try to engage your interest, allow you to share 

your experiences, and ask questions.   

 

Join us in March at 

 HARPER COLLEGE LEARNING AND CAREER CENTER 

 1375  S  WOLF ROAD 

 PROSPECT HEIGHTS, IL   

 

That’s March 22, 2023, 7:00 pm.    

Classroom number will be posted as you enter the north door.  

    


