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OUR 2021 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS  
On July 21, we presented three impressive future aviation professionals                              

cash awards  to help them soar. 

 

        Jason Simpson, PAPA Scholarship Chair,                    

with top award winner Andrew Hart                      

and Mentor Honoree, Bob Schmelzer. 

 

 

 

Jason presenting BIG check to repeat winner, Brett Kovac.  

Brett has been making big strides in moving his career 

change forward, earning his Private Pilot Certificate since 

his last PAPA Scholarship on the way to A&P. 
See Brett’s thank you letter on page 7 

 

 

And another BIG check to Joseph Siano,                                       

who is attending Lewis University. 

 

Congratulations to all of our winners  

 

Our PAPA Safety and Scholarship Fund is a 501 © 3 charitable fund.  Donations are tax deductible, accepted at any 

time during the year and by our corporate bylaws, are structured in order to preserve the fund’s ability to give even 

in lean years.  We calculate donations received during any given year, divide the total in half and give awards in  

approximately that amount plus interest in the following year.  Directed donations are occasionally added at the 

donors request.  You may donate by check or on line through our PayPal account  

 

 

Our members enjoyed a free dinner and celebrated with the PAPA Scholars  

JOIN US NEXT YEAR ON JULY 13, 2022                                                 



C.E.P.A. EVENT SCHEDULE 2021 

BOARD MEETING—ATLANTIC AVIATION CONF ROOM 
Starts at 7:00 pm  

 

IMC—ALTERNATES SFS HGR 19 /RAMADA PLAZA 
starts at 6:30 pm 

SAFETY PROGRAMS - RAMADA PLAZA                      
Starts at 7:30 pm 

   

 
 

AUG  NO BOARD MEETING     

AUG 25   IMC CLUB  6:30 pm SFS Hangar 19         

 Michael Baraz    Unable  

AUG 25 SAFETY PROGRAM 7:30pm  SFS Hgr 19    

Public Benefit Flying, Planning a Safe Mission                         

SEP 13  BOARD MEETING   7pm                                 

SEP 22  IMC CLUB   6:30pm 

OCT 4   BOARD MEETING    7pm                                 

OCT 27 IMC CLUB/SAFETY PROGRAM   6:30pm 

NOV 1   BOARD MEETING    7pm                             

NOV 10  ANNUAL MEETING & ELECTION   7pm                 

NOV 17  IMC CLUB  6:30pm 

DEC 6   BOARD MEETING   7pm                                                  

DEC 15  HOLIDAY PARTY CHEVY CHASE   6pm 

 

NEW MEMBER 

James Bosco   

Welcome—happy to have you with us! 

 

BE A PART OF YOUR                    
AIRPORT COMMUNITY 

 
LOG IN AND REGISTER  

 
RUN (or walk) THE RUNWAY  

 
8-21-21 

 
CHIEXEC.COM/RTRCEA2021 

 
CEPA WILL BE THERE! 

2021 0FFICERS, DIRECTORS, COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

PRESIDENT  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890 

   Michael@baraz.us                                    

VICE PRESIDENT Judy Skotzko  773-852-3672 

   skotzko@live.com 

SECRETARY  Warren Bruhl  847-867-2919 

   dc4kids@aol.com 

TREASURER  Rob Mark  847-644-1575 

   rmark@commavia.com 

DIRECTORS  Arthur Gunn   847-962-9311 

   Arthur@gunncpa.com                                    

   Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847   

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

   Dave Montgomery 708-267-3095 

   Dav.montgomery@gmail.com 

   Barry Moore  224-420-6880 

   Barry_dxb@yahoo.com 

   Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com                                   

  

AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP 

   Rogers Faden  847-312-8805  

   Rogers.faden@gmail.com 

SCHOLARSHIP S Jason Simpson  773-842-5088 

   jwsimpson971@gmail.com 

BYLAWS/LEGAL Larry Kream  312-419-9100  

   lkream@kreamlaw.com 

MEMBERSHIP  David Montgomery 708-267-3095  

       Dav.montgomery@gmail.com 

SAFETY/PROGRAMS Barry Moore  224-420-6880 

   Barry_dxb@yahoo.com 

 A.V. MGR VACANT 

  

PR/SOCIAL MEDIA Judy Skotzko    773-852-3672 

   skotzko@live.com  

WEBMASTER  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890  

   papa@pwkpilots.org 

NEWSLETTER MGR Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847   

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

NEWSLETTER ADS Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com 
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Chicago Executive Pilots’ Association Newsletter is published monthly  This organization was formed in 1986 as a forum for the users of Chicago 

Executive Airport  (formerly Palwaukee) and as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the governing body to the 

users.  Our mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment with 

the pilots, users and community.  Membership is open to users of Chicago Executive Airport who support the goals and objectives as stated in the 

bylaws. Dues are $40.00 annually and include newsletter. 

Letters to the Editor, feedback, concerns or questions and any articles submitted must be received by the 20th of the month. Submissions will be 
printed on a space available basis and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content.  Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an 
email to editor@pwkpilots.org.  Please make prior arrangement with the editor for any files not electronically transmitted,  

        CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER  1005 S WOLF ROAD  STE 106    WHEELING, IL 60090-6408 
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

FLY MARKET                             
Classified Ads 

FREE TO MEMBERS 

 

    WHAT’S UP DOC? ASK THE AME  

Dr. Sydney Schneidman is a Senior Aviation   

Medical Examiner with HIMS certification. He has 

a Cardinal at PWK and has been a CEPA member 

for several years. He’s active with CAP, practices 

Emergency Medicine, and Aviation Medicine. He  

is willing to answer any questions from members 

about FAA medical certification, alcohol issues, or 

anti-depressants, a difficult group of medications 

to deal with for the FAA. Email him with questions 

or concerns at sschneidman@gmail.com.                                                                                                                              

Disclaimer: Although Dr. Schneidman is a long time CEPA member and 

supporter, he is offering these services independently of CEPA, and not 

as a CEPA AME. 

NEED A PARTNER? SELLING YOUR PLANE?

BUYING A PLANE? LOOKING FOR A HANGAR? 

Members can advertise (non business)    HERE 

CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

FLY MARKET                             
Classified Ads                            

                                                                                                       

 

 

 

LOOKING FOR AN  
AIRPLANE PARTNERSHIP 

Based at PWK 4 place IFR capable 
 

Existing share or 2 or 3 pilots wanting to 
purchase an aircraft for new partnership 

 

Contact        Eva_k@comcast.net 
 

 
 

LOOKING FOR A                       
TEE HANGAR PARTNER  

 

Looking for owner of C-150/152 to share a 
hangar in the front row of the NE Tee’s. 

 

Contact Jim Loerzel                                   
at 847-220-7969 or jloerzel@sbcglobal.net 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 JULY 14 Program Postflight Briefing    
 

IMC CLUB/SAFETY PROGRAM
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Warren Bruhl had a good audience for his own very 
personal IMC Club presentation.  It was actually his!  
The members and guests present were able to ask 
questions of the pilot himself regarding the experience 
and conditions of flight.   

A terrific learning experience.  Join us next time! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AUGUST 25  Program Preflight Briefing 
 

IMC CLUB/SAFETY PROGRAM  
 
We will meet again LIVE and IN PERSON at 6:30 pm.  
Signature Flight Support Hangar 19 on Tower Road. 
(it’s the second building on the right, 1064 Milwaukee 
for your GPS)  Please tell your friends and fellow avia-
tors to join us in this free safety presentation.  The for-
mer fans have been trickling back post-Covid, and we 
have room for more and will gladly post your credits to 
the Wings Program. 
 
6:30 pm   

UNABLE    
Presentation by Michael Baraz 

 
7:30 pm   

PUBLIC BENEFIT FLYING 
PLANNING A SAFE MISSION 

Invited speakers from  
US Coast Guard Aux. 

Lifeline Pilots 
Pilots and Paws 



COUPLES WHO FLY TOGETHER………. 

Featuring the ever smiling world class co-pilot Kathy Spiess                                                         

(and her pilot/husband Richard) 

Richard took a gliding lesson on a trip 25 years ago, and raved 
about it so much that I bought him a flying lesson from PWK for 
that Christmas. He was busy with work, and it sat for years. It 
was very expensive for us at the time, and I was a little miffed 
that he let it go. The place even changed ownership/name over 
time, but eventually he called about it and they honored it. He 
was hooked. I was surprised that he wanted to continue, since I 
did not enjoy small planes! That was over 10 years ago. It took 
him about 2 years to finish (he stopped and stalled for various 
reasons (work, my hesitancy) then he bought the Cessna 182   
to finish. It’s challenging and invigorating for him. It relieves all 
stress and takes him to great destinations. 
 
2 months after Richard earned his certificate, we drove our     
oldest to his first year of college, 5+ hours away at WIU, and when he commented on some items he 
wished he brought, Richard said he’d fly them down the following week! He brought Alan Z to work on 
IFR lessons, while I tagged along. (It was my idea to have Alan along, because I hadn’t flown with him 
yet - only watched solos in the pattern - and was nervous!) 3 weeks after that our son broke his hand in 
jiu jitsu, and we flew with Al Waterloo for another lesson, while I took him to surgery. That 90 minute 
flight vs. 5 1/2 hour drive was a Godsend and I was sold on flying!  
 
I tagged along on some other IFR lessons to build my tolerance and confidence, and we took short trips 
to Lake Geneva, Lakelawn, or Rochelle to watch the parachutes. Our daughter liked flying, so we’d find 
day trips, such as the Rock n Roll hall of fame in Cleveland. Kohler, WI might have been the first over-
night trip, and since then we’ve gone to Mackinac Island, TN, FL, WI, NM, UT, CA, MA, LA, AZ, AL, SC, 
VA, WY, and the Bahamas. Richard lets me find places that interest me, and then takes me! (for in-
stance, Martha’s Vineyard came about because I read a lot of books that took place there, and Noelle 
liked the t-shirts from Vineyard Vines, so it became our “field trip”! We stopped in Cleveland to see the 
Christmas Story house. We overnighted specifically in AZ to stand on the corner in Winslowe, like the 
Eagles song!) Instead of road trips, we take sky trips, flying over the Grand Canyon, Mt. Rushmore,  
Niagara Falls, Monument Valley, and the Statue of Liberty. We love Disney, and flying into the Kis-
simmee airport takes you right over Magic Kingdom and Epcot!  
 
I started joining him occasionally at the LEFC breakfasts almost 5 years ago, and eventually became a 
regular, as I enjoyed hearing more about flying from those discussions. Richard has been very good at 
making me feel comfortable with flying from the beginning, bringing instructors along, carefully checking 
winds so it wouldn’t be too bumpy, buying air sickness relief wrist bands or multiple different headsets 
until I found the one I liked best, and only flying as long as my nerves could tolerate! He’s very patient in 
explaining anything that I ask while we fly, which I started off doing to almost quiz him to see how much 
he knew (not that I’d have known if he was wrong though) and then to understand for myself. The more 
that I realized how much he knew and the more I understood some myself, the more comfortable I be-
came with flying. We bought the Seneca 4 years ago, which allows us to go further and faster, so my 

list of where I want to go is getting longer and longer! (That was 
fun because the plane had to be restored, so I got to pick a new 
color scheme, help select our N number, and design the interior.) 
The 99s meeting in January 2020 had a companion course, and 
since it was mostly information that I already knew, I thought I’d 
learn more, and take it 1 step further to work towards learning to 
land, bringing us up to date! 
 
We’ll see how far I go. Richard is all for it, as it all means he gets 
to fly more! It’s all an adventure!  

       Kathy 

(Kathy’s new car has also been adapted to her taste) 
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Dear Chicago Executive Pilots’ Association and the PAPA Scholarship and Safety Foundation, 

I am truly thankful for the extremely generous scholarship reward you have presented to me. This will help to 

cover transportation costs, class fees, and any materials needed to continue my learning towards an AAS degree in  

aviation. 

After entering the work force full time immcediately after high school, working a wide array of jobs from a     

mechanic for John Deere and Company, repairing automatic doors at numerous places of business all over Chicago-

land, to becoming a CDL truck driver and driving more than 2 million miles in my 21 years of commercial driving. I 

knew my heart and passion was in working with my hands fixing various small machines to cars. At the age of 41 I 

began the huge undertaking of a complete career change into the fantastic world of aviation. Jumping in feet first with 

a 15-credit class schedule, as well as working part-time after not attending school for 23 years was a major undertak-

ing. With loads of reading, and learning something completely unlike anything I’ve worked with before soon became a 

passion to learn everything I could. This certainly was not an easy road with many late nights and weekends full of 

studying and reading. With half of the semester attended in the classroom and the remaining attended online due to 

Covid-19, added another level of dedication learning remotely.  

With the numerous amounts of students studying in this field, I thought, “What would be the best way to get 

my education and come out ahead of everyone else?” I couldn’t think of a better way than getting some hands-on 

knowledge of what I’m learning in school. With some persistence I was able to secure a job at Win Aviation in DeKalb 

IL, a major lessor of planes to train our military paratrooper soldiers. What a great experience it has been learning the 

field of aviation at school and bringing my fresh knowledge to the workplace and sharing with my co-workers. Obtain-

ing my A&P coupled with 2 years of experience in the aviation industry will hopefully be the edge needed to flourish 

my new career. 

I have become so immersed in aviation that I decided to obtain my private pilot license shortly after starting 

classes after the passing of my father who was in love with flying. I successfully completed my check-ride on June 2 of 

this year with an FAA examiner. The training and time devoted to school and flying has filled my days for the last 16 

months with loads of learning aviation from more than just the technician side. I’m excited to continue learning and 

advancing my training in aviation repair by obtaining my Inspector Authorization immediately after obtaining my thirty-

six months of experience as an Airframe and Powerplant technician. I will also continue to add additional pilot ratings 

to my list of qualification starting with my instrument rating.  

I am very grateful to the Chicago Executive Pilots’ Association and the PAPA Scholarship and Safety Founda-

tion, for believing and assisting all non-traditional college students who return to college for additional skills, or a com-

plete career change like myself. With receiving the PAPA Scholarship, I will be able to concentrate on my career goals 

with less worries about how I will finance my next semester. 

Sincerely,       Brett Kovac 

 

  Overnight camping on North Fox Island                                                          

CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS ASSOCIATION  

Fly out to view the Perseid Meteor Shower 

Led by our intrepid Fly-Out Chair, Dave Montgomery, we will be exploring 
the heavens in more than one way this month. 

ON AUGUST 11, WE WILL MEET AT CHARLEVOIX (KCVX) at 1:00 EDT 

This beautiful grass strip, maintained by RAF, is ready for camping           
with a firepit, camping supplies and a porta-potty. 

MORE INFO WILL GO OUT IN AN EMAIL BLAST ON OR BEFORE 8-7-21 
Questions? contact Dave 708-267-3095  dav.montgomery@gmail.com  



 

 

 

 

1005 S WOLF ROAD  SUITE 106 

WHEELING  IL  60090-6408  

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PICNIC SUCCESS    THANKS TO THE CREW! 

Led by Hangar Party Chair Rusty Stevens, we 

enjoyed a great meal, lots of camaraderie and a 

terrific presentation of scholarships. 

Helping Rusty with set up and operations were 

Barry Moore, Gene Haig, Jason Simpson and 

Madeleine Monaco. 

Facility provided by Signature Flight Support 

along with lots of personal help and attention from 

Steve and Pam and their crew.   

Static display of Airport 20—HUGE Snow Brush– 

provided by CEA Interim Director George Sakos 

and Ops manager extraordinaire, Norm Mackey. 

The Scholarship Chair, Jason Simpson, intro-

duced our winners, and a special guest Mentor, 

Bob Schmelzer, who was honored to present a 

$2000 award to Andrew Hart. 

Also special thanks to our very generous secret 

donor who provided an additional $2000 for this 

year’s awards.    YAY TEAM! 

Fly out to view                                       
the Perseid Meteor Shower 

JOIN CEPA PILOTS FOR A FLYING/
CAMPING/ASTRONOMY EVENT 

 

Overnight camping on North Fox Island                                                                                        
August 11-12  see page 7 for info   


