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FROM THE LEFT SEAT 

THERE WILL BE A HANGAR PARTY AND SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION 
Wednesday, July 21, 6:00 pm   Live, in person, and at the airport.  CEPA members free 

WATCH OUR WEBSITE               PWKPILOTS.ORG 

UNABLE 

 

You’ve probably had a dream so vivid and alarming 
that it wakes you up and your heart is racing. I woke 
up an hour ago, it was 3:15 a.m. I was having a very 
intense dream where some really big dude had literal-
ly lifted me off my feet and was about to knock my 
lights out, probably kill me. Yeah, that was one of 
those scary dreams. 

 

Interestingly, after a minute of collecting myself, my 
first thoughts went to my last Angel Flight, bringing a 
cancer patient from the Goshen, Indiana, area to 
Waukegan. I got upset during that flight because Chi-
cago Approach put me in a very dangerous situation. 
And I was now asking myself how I failed to use the 
proper phraseology when that happens, unable. 

 

It was February 3rd. This was to be an evening flight. 
That afternoon I was looking at the forecast and route 
of flight. It was mostly clear or few clouds and cold, 
about -2°C. I didn’t want to cross a lot of water in my 
single-engine aircraft, nor did I want to go to Joliet 
and all the way around the west side of the Bravo, 
which would have added 50nm to a 114 nm trip di-
rect; flying to Gary and the lakeshore only added 12 
nm. I didn’t want to try negotiating that in the air so I 
called Chicago Approach on the phone. I briefed the 
controller on the flight and asked what were my best 
options that would work for them. He went into a few 
scenarios and then asked what time I’d be in their 
airspace. I told him about 18:30; he said at that time, 
most of the traffic would have wound down and just 
make the request, they shouldn’t have any trouble 
accommodating. Roger that. I filed direct Gary, direct 
Waukegan. 

 

agreements with C90. Depending on traffic, we usual-
ly come to a suitable agreement, sometimes South 
Bend can get them on the phone and get a better 
route, sometimes, like this night, they have me make 
the request with C90. So, South Bend hands me off 
to Chicago Approach and I request Gary then direct 
along the lakeshore. He tells me unable, expect direct 
Joliet in a few minutes. I ask him if I can cancel IFR 
would that help? Of course, he jumped on that.  

 

So, here we are, flying VFR and after I cross Gary he 
told me to descend to 2,000’ I told him I wanted an 
altitude suitable to glide to shore. He refused and had 
me descend.  

 

They were landing on 22L at Midway, and, yes, I real-
ize I would be flying right over SAILZ on the RNAV Z 
approach where they put the B73s and, though not 
busy, there were arrivals, but seriously, this guy is 
going to put me at just over 1,000’ above a very cold 
lake at night? 

 

Here is where I failed as PIC, I complied! I was able 
to reason with the next controller and was able to get 
3,000’ and I began breathing again. 

 

That is what I was remembering when I woke up after 
that rather scary dream. But then, in the warmth and 
comfort of my bed, I said what I should have said 
then, “unable,” followed by “mark the tape, canceling 
VFR flight following.” I would then told him I will exer-
cise my authority in 91.3, I will not be flying 1,200 feet 
over an Icee Slush, I will comply with all FARs but will 
be going NORDO and I will do what I can to see and 
avoid, and I will talk to the next sector controller who, 
hopefully, knows how to sequence aircraft. I would 
then tell him that he had lost situational awareness 
and has put our flight in grave danger, and asked for 
the supervisor’s phone number, and expect a call 
from the FSDO. 

 

I used to recommend to every CFI I talked to that they 
should make every student say unable to a controller 
once in their primary training. I am now going to 
amend that and advocate that should be done at 
each flight review and/or IPC. 
     Michael    

After picking up my passenger, I took off talking to 
South Bend for my IFR clearance in the air, and then 
heard what I expected, Peotone, Joliet, DuPage, ra-
dar vectors. I am sure that you know that route. I ad-
vised him of my conversation earlier that afternoon 
with Chicago Approach (C90) and he explained that 
was not in his authority, make the request with them 
when he hands me off. No problem, I’ve been down 
that road dozens of times with that facility and their 



C.E.P.A. EVENT SCHEDULE 2021 

BOARD MEETING—ATLANTIC AVIATION CONF ROOM 
Starts at 7:00 pm  

 

IMC—ALTERNATES SFS HGR 19 /RAMADA PLAZA 
starts at 6:30 pm 

SAFETY PROGRAMS - RAMADA PLAZA                      
Starts at 7:30 pm 

   

 
 

JUN 7    BOARD MEETING   7pm                                   

JUN 23  IMC CLUB/SAFETY PROGRAM   6:30pm                                 

JUL 12  BOARD MEETING   7pm                                    

JUL 14  JOINT IMC CLUB WITH UGN (TBD)     

JUL 21  HANGAR PARTY/SCHOLARSHIPS   6pm 

AUG  NO BOARD MEETING                                

AUG 25  IMC CLUB/SAFETY PROGRAM   6:30pm 

SEP 13  BOARD MEETING   7pm                                 

SEP 22  IMC CLUB   6:30pm 

OCT 4   BOARD MEETING    7pm                                 

OCT 27 IMC CLUB/SAFETY PROGRAM   6:30pm 

NOV 1   BOARD MEETING    7pm                             

NOV 10  ANNUAL MEETING & ELECTION   7pm                 

NOV 17  IMC CLUB  6:30pm 

DEC 6   BOARD MEETING   7pm                                                  

DEC 15  HOLIDAY PARTY CHEVY CHASE   6pm 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

Justin Czok         Arthur Craig, Jr            

 Mike Charewicz 

Welcome—happy to have you with us! 

 

HANGAR PARTY & SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS 

 
JULY 21 

6pm 
 
 
 
 

Members free  Guests $10 

2021 0FFICERS, DIRECTORS, COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

PRESIDENT  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890 

   Michael@baraz.us                                    

VICE PRESIDENT Judy Skotzko  773-852-3672 

   skotzko@live.com 

SECRETARY  Warren Bruhl  847-867-2919 

   dc4kids@aol.com 

TREASURER  Rob Mark  847-644-1575 

   rmark@commavia.com 

DIRECTORS  Arthur Gunn   847-962-9311 

   Arthur@gunncpa.com                                    

   Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847   

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

   Dave Montgomery 708-267-3095 

   Dav.montgomery@gmail.com 

   Barry Moore  224-420-6880 

   Barry_dxb@yahoo.com 

   Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com                                   

  

AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP 

   Rogers Faden  847-312-8805  

   Rogers.faden@gmail.com 

SCHOLARSHIP S Jason Simpson  773-842-5088 

   jwsimpson971@gmail.com 

BYLAWS/LEGAL Larry Kream  312-419-9100  

   lkream@kreamlaw.com 

MEMBERSHIP  David Montgomery 708-267-3095  

       Dav.montgomery@gmail.com 

SAFETY/PROGRAMS Barry Moore  224-420-6880 

   Barry_dxb@yahoo.com 

 A.V. MGR VACANT 

  

PR/SOCIAL MEDIA Judy Skotzko    773-852-3672 

   skotzko@live.com  

WEBMASTER  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890  

   papa@pwkpilots.org 

NEWSLETTER MGR Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847   

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

NEWSLETTER ADS Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com 
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Chicago Executive Pilots’ Association Newsletter is published monthly  This organization was formed in 1986 as a forum for the users of Chicago 

Executive Airport  (formerly Palwaukee) and as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the governing body to the 

users.  Our mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment with 

the pilots, users and community.  Membership is open to users of Chicago Executive Airport who support the goals and objectives as stated in the 

bylaws. Dues are $40.00 annually and include newsletter. 

Letters to the Editor, feedback, concerns or questions and any articles submitted must be received by the 20th of the month. Submissions will be 
printed on a space available basis and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content.  Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an 
email to editor@pwkpilots.org.  Please make prior arrangement with the editor for any files not electronically transmitted,  

        CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER  1009 S WOLF ROAD  STE 106    WHEELING, IL 60090-6408 
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

FLY MARKET                             
Classified Ads 

FREE TO MEMBERS 

 

    WHAT’S UP DOC? ASK THE AME  

Dr. Sydney Schneidman is a Senior Aviation   

Medical Examiner with HIMS certification. He has 

a Cardinal at PWK and has been a CEPA member 

for several years. He’s active with CAP, practices 

Emergency Medicine, and Aviation Medicine. He  

is willing to answer any questions from members 

about FAA medical certification, alcohol issues, or 

anti-depressants, a difficult group of medications 

to deal with for the FAA. Email him with questions 

or concerns at sschneidman@gmail.com.                                                                                                                              

Disclaimer: Although Dr. Schneidman is a long time CEPA member and 

supporter, he is offering these services independently of CEPA, and not 

as a CEPA AME. 

NEED A PARTNER? SELLING YOUR PLANE?

BUYING A PLANE? LOOKING FOR A HANGAR? 

Members can advertise (non business)    HERE 

CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

FLY MARKET                             
Classified Ads                            

                                                                                                      

NEED A PARTNER? SELLING YOUR PLANE?               

BUYING A PLANE? LOOKING FOR A HANGAR?                                                     

Members can advertise (non business)  HERE 

 
 
 

PUT YOUR  
AD HERE!!! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

       JUNE 23, 2021   6:30 PM 

  
IMC CLUB/SAFETY PROGRAM
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My Engine was Well Maintained,                        
But it Had a Power Loss Accident                        

The Evolution of a Critical Service Bulletin 
 
 

We are extremely fortunate to have Ed Malinowski,     
a former NTSB accident investigator, present the find-
ings of an accident in which a well-maintained Cirrus 
suffered a loss of power resulting in a deployment of 
the Cirrus Airframe Parachute System (CAPS) which 
saved the life of the Pilot. Ed will walk us through how 
the NTSB conducts its investigations, some ideas for 
us on operating the airplanes we own or rent. He will 
also be discussing Service Difficulty Reports (SDRs) 
and how the findings of this unfortunate accident led  
to a Critical Service Bulletin (CSB). In addition, Ed will 
walk us through an FAA presentation on how to access 
the SDR database via the FAA's website. 
 

The flight in which the accident occurred was under 
IFR however, we believe the information in this presen-
tation will be relevant to all pilots, renters and owners 
alike. 
 

As this topic requires more than the usual amount of 
time, we are combining the IMC Club and General 
Safety Seminar meetings. The topic should be of inter-
est to all pilots, without regard to your certificate or  
ratings. 
        
Ed Malinowski 
 

Since 1999, Ed has inves-
tigated the facts, circum-
stances, and conditions 
associated with aviation      
accidents and has pro-
duced factual reports     
regarding them. He has 
more than 31 years of US 
Air Force reserve service 
(Lt. Col with Logistics 
Commander, Squadron Commander, Aircraft Mainte-
nance, and Readiness specialties) which includes key 
positions  as an aircraft maintenance analyst for senior 
AF leadership in the Crisis Action Team [CAT] in the   
Pentagon, Deputy Commander of an Enroute Group, 
Deputy Commander of the largest combat deployed 
maintenance Wing, and Officer In Charge [OIC] of the 
AF division during the 56th Inaugural Parade. His    
experience as an airline transport pilot with air taxi/
carrier operations along with experience as the airport 
manager of Meigs Field, a FAR 139 certified airport, 
which rounds out his background.  
 
JOIN US AT THE RAMADA—LIVE AND IN PERSON      



 

PAPA MENTOR SCHOLARSHIP HONOREE “CAPTAIN BOB” SCHMELZER  

PRESENTING AWARDS AT JULY PICNIC 

 

More than a century ago, the origins of flight instruction began in 1910, when the Wright brothers determined 
they needed to pass on their knowledge and newly acquired skills for powered man flight.  Having invested 
thousands of hours and enormous expense to develop their flying mastery, they wanted to embark on flying 
exhibitions to promote their Wright Flyer.  However, they needed pilots to fly their airplanes in different parts 
of the United States.  The first student to solo, Walter Brookins, was an employee and long time friend of the 
Wrights.  Brookins would eventually set records and train others to fly.   The birth for ‘passing the love and 
skill for flying’ was born and has continued ever since.  However, in the modern era of flight instruction,      
financial considerations often impede pilots from pursuing their dreams to learn how to fly.  The PAPA Mentor 
Scholarship helps local pilots realize their dreams and provides a way for senior pilots to pass along the love 
for aviation.   
 

This year, Bob Schmelzer, a local 
CFI based at PWK, will participate  
as an honorary presenter for a 
$2000.00 PAPA scholarship.  Known 
as, “Captain Bob”, by many  of the 
local pilots who have trained with 
Schmelzer, Bob is an example of the 
vital importance of experienced flight 
instruction. His students, who have 
learned from him, agree universally 
that his skill and knowledge have 
helped them to become safer and 
more skilled pilots.   
 

Bob Schmelzer began his flying    
career at the age of 16, soloing a 
Piper PA-28-140 at the Valparaiso, 
IN  airport.  Four months later, he 
earned his private pilot certificate    
on his 17th birthday.   He then went 
on to receive his commercial pilot 
certificate at the age of 18 and      
began his long professional flying 
career flying parachute jumpers at 
Lansing, IL airport.   While still in high school, Bob became a CFI and CFII before beginning college to       
receive his Bachelors in Air Commerce.   
 

Bob continued providing flight instruction and began charter flying while in college.  Eventually, just prior to 
his 23rd birthday, with over 3200 flight hours, Bob passed his ATP written exam and received his ATP        
certificate on his 23rd birthday, the legal ATP minimum age.  Bob’s flying experience would eventually land 
him a position at United Airlines flying the Boeing 727, 737, 757, 767, and 777 and DC-10 aircraft.  In 2001, 
he added further to his flying credentials when he became a Designated Pilot Examiner (DPE).   
 

Bob retired from United Airlines on November 21, 2018, on his 65th birthday, ending a 40-year career where 
he had served as Line Check Airman for the 737, 757, 767, and 777 fleets.  Among Bob’s unique talents he 
possesses, is his ability to teach and pass along his flying knowledge. This has been foremost to the         
betterment of the aviation community.  He has a gift for education and loves sharing his time, talent, and 
knowledge.  Bob has flown over 39,000 hours, the equivalent of more than 1600 FULL DAYS IN THE AIR!  
The PAPA Mentor Scholarship honors aviators who are passing the torch of knowledge to the next           
generation, like “Captain Bob”.  Join us in July at the CEPA picnic to meet the 2021 scholarship honorees 
and meet our 2021 Mentor Scholarship honoree, “Captain Bob” Schmelzer  
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AirVenture 2021: Like Starting From Scratch          By Scott Spangler on May 17th, 2021 

Covid’s disruption of uninterrupted participation at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh in 2020 was (we hope) a one-

time disappointment. Like any break in a desired routine, resuming the activity is often like starting again  

from scratch. Whether you are flying in or driving, don’t rely on the mental muscle memory developed over    

a decade or more of previous Oshkosh adventures. Prepare now for the new AirVenture routines. Don’t be 

that person who hinders the efficient flow of traffic because they arrived oblivious to the changes. 

If you are flying in, get the EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2021 NOTAM now! The link gets you the 32-page PDF  

for free! Read it. Highlight the changes. Read it again as part of your preflight briefing before launching for 

Oshkosh in July because things have changed, starting with the NOTAM’s effective dates. This year it       

becomes effective at 1200 Central Daylight Time on July 22, 2021 and expires at 2000 Central Daylight   

Time on August 1, 2021. 

On the plus side, the taxiway that becomes Runway 18L/36R during the show is now 60-feet wide. On the 

negative side (especially if you still rely on solely VOR navigation), the FAA has decommissioned Falls VOR/

DME (FAH) at Sheboygan, Wisconsin, and Kankakee (Illinois) VOR/DME (IKK). On the just different side, the 

FAA has added a number of transitions to the Fisk Arrival. When the controllers use them to ease holding  

and congestion, they will announce them on the Oshkosh Arrival ATIS. Don’t be surprised by them; read 

about each of them in the NOTAM, each with a Not for Navigation Chart. 

Those of us driving to Wittman Regional Airport need to be just as diligent in our preparation because EAA 

has changed the incoming traffic flows for exhibitors and civilians. And just to make things interesting, they 

have changed up the parking lots. To expedite parking, EAA is also selling advance auto parking online at 

$10 a day (or member-only for $60 a week). Paying for parking at the gate will cost you $15 a day in hard 

cold cash. Volunteers will be on duty at 0600, and they WILL NOT ACCEPT CREDIT OR DEBIT CARDS 

FOR PARKING 

.  

You can get into all the public lots (Brown, Gray, Yellow, and Pink) from Poberezny Road, and EAA recom-

mends exiting Interstate 41 at Highway 26 (Exit 113) south of the airport. The Gray lot is new; it fills the  

space south of the Media Check-in Quonset Hut on Waukau Ave., The Blue lot is now designated the D Lot 

and reserved for public vehicles with state-issued disabled/handicapped license plates or hang tags. Entering 

from Knapp St., which runs along the North 40 fence line, exhibitors will now park in the G Lot, which fills the 

fields between road and fence line that is the western border of homebuilt camping and eastern shoreline of 

Lake Louise by the Memorial Chapel. 

To reduce conflicts with pedestrians, EAA has eliminated the parking lots that require specific permits to use, 

such as the media parking lot where I usually start my day at AirVenture. I haven’t found or heard or seen  

anything that gives me a hint where I’ll need to go, so I guess I’ll learn that when I pick up my credentials on 

Zero Day (Sunday, July 25). I hope to see you there. 

If you enjoyed this story, why not SUBSCRIBE to JetWhine, if you haven’t already, and please share it 

with anyone who might find it interesting                         Reprinted with the permission of the publisher.  



       A MESSAGE FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

Annual Dues notices have been emailed to members who joined or renewed their 
memberships in April and May of last year. 

CEPA is an organization of pilots and other aviation enthusiasts interested in          
education, social activities and advocacy  to encourage safe operations at Chicago 
Executive airport. Your continued membership helps to grow and promote those     
activities and makes our collective voice louder. 
 

You can renew Online using PayPal at Membership Payment • Chicago Executive 
Pilots Association (pwkpilots.org).                                                                              
 

Please consider auto-renewal for future membership payments. 
 

If you prefer to make a payment by check, please make it payable to  Chicago Executive Pilots Association  
   
  and mail to:  Chicago Executive Pilots Association 

1005 S Wolf Rd  Ste 106 
Wheeling, IL 60090-6408 

 

We look forward to receiving your membership renewal for the coming year, and to seeing you at future CEPA-
sponsored events. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel to contact me, or any other CEPA Board member. 
 
Best Regards 
 

Dave Montgomery 

 
Dave Montgomery 
Membership Chair 
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PWK BASED CEPA MEMBER DISCOUNTS 

     ATLANTIC AVIATION  847-808-0812                                                                            

 HAWTHORNE GLOBAL  847-325-0566                                                         

SIGNATURE FLIGHT SUPPORT  847-537-1200 

                           ALL 3 FBOS OFFER MEMBERS & THEIR GUESTS  FREE RAMP SPACE WITH ADVANCE NOTICE 

Allgauers on the Riverfront: 847-664-7999           

10% discount on food purchases                                   

2855 Milwaukee Ave,   Northbrook, IL   60062  

Crowne Plaza Northbrook:  847-298-2525          

10% discount on food purchases.  Standard room 

$109 +tax (includes internet & breakfast).              

2875 Milwaukee Ave,  Northbrook, IL  60062 

D’Agostino’s in Wheeling:  847-808-8200                          

10% discount on food purchases                                        

241 S Milwaukee Ave,  Wheeling, IL  60090 

Dundee Hot Dogs in Wheeling  847-777-1911      

20% off any purchase                                                           

849 W Dundee Rd, Wheeling  IL 60090 

Elly’s of Glenview   847-635-9500                         

10% discount on food purchases                               

1624 Milwaukee Ave,  Glenview, IL  60025 

Future Automotive Warehouse: 847-419-9014     

70 East Hintz Road, Wheeling, IL 60090                   

5% off aviation oil & most parts purchases   

Johnny’s Kitchen and Tap   847-699-9999          

10% discount on food purchases                               

1740 Milwaukee Ave,  Glenview, IL  60025 

Players Pub & Grill      847-693-7323                               

15% discount on purchases                                    

1250 S River Road, Prospect Heights, IL  60070 

State Farm Ernesto Ramirez   847-279-7711 

401 S Milwaukee Ave, Wheeling, IL  60090     

$10 gift card for getting a quote 

Tap House Grill in the Ramada  847-215-1210    

10% Discount or free app with entrée                   

1090 S Milwaukee Ave,                                    

Prospect Heights, IL 60090      

https://pwkpilots.org/membership/membership-payment/
https://pwkpilots.org/membership/membership-payment/


 

 

 

 

1005 S WOLF ROAD  SUITE 106 

WHEELING  IL  60090-6408  

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


