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FROM THE LEFT SEAT 

I’ve been thinking a lot about how we think about 
problems. Clearly, we all are different and those      
differences have so many dimensions. The “savant” 
concept is interesting as it defines a person with    
one skill or knowledge domain at which they are    
exceptionally proficient. And in common usage, it  
often is paired with an equally notable lack of other 
skills or knowledge.  
 
Being a pilot requires exceptionally high levels of 
skills and performance in a wide range of domains.    
I doubt there are many pilots who are savants.       
Besides the obvious mechanical stick and rudder 
skills, which we learn pretty early in our training,  we 
build out a sophisticated level of knowledge in a    
multitude of electrical and mechanical systems, 
weather phenomenon, navigation, physics, regula-
tions, and procedures. And, there are moments 
where all of these have to be fully online and cross-
functionally integrated and orchestrated. 
 
I had been listening to a psychologist and they made 
a very compelling case that we don’t multitask but 
actually task switch. One day recently, Madeleine 
said something about multitasking and I repeated this 
psychologist’s assertion.   Madeleine challenged me 
asking how could that be if we are simultaneously 
doing a number of complex activities, such as making 
a descending turn, intercepting a course line, leveling 
at an altitude, talking to a controller, changing the 
navigation unit to a different mode, and whatever else 
we’re doing? These aren’t serial or fast time-slicing, 
they are truly simultaneous. I had to admit that sound-
ed like anybody’s definition of multitasking to me. 
And, in further consideration, all that is pretty normal 
in any flight; we do it frequently, and mostly without a 
second thought. But, Madeleine’s challenge and my 
consideration of the facts got me to change my point 
of view, which is also a characteristic of good pilot 
behavior.  
 
That psychologist is probably right in how much of 
most people’s lives are lived. But, that is what I (and 
presumably you, too) love about being a pilot, we do 
extraordinary things that require a high level of    
     
 

excellence. And that is why the  satisfaction of piloting 
an aircraft is so powerfully attractive that we’re willing 
to spend the money, time, and effort learning and 
honing that skill.  
 
At some point or another, a flight does not go well, 
maybe the cause is weather or a mechanical issue,  
or both. During those moments we must be on our  
“A” game, bringing all of these skills together at once 
or face disastrous results. We dig deep and pull out 
some recollection of information, and with tools we’ve 
developed, enable us to make correct decisions and 
get good outcomes. Afterward, we get that intense 
feeling of success. We have a new story to tell in the 
hangar talk session. And, while telling that story, it is 
very satisfying reliving those moments, we are help-
ing our friends. We are putting them into a state of 
mind where they have to think of themselves in that 
cockpit 
 
There is a saying, “Mother Nature is a mean teacher, 
she gives the test first, then the lesson.” And, this is 
true in “normal life.” But, choosing to be a pilot   
means we continuously train our minds. FAR 91.103 
says, “Each pilot in command shall, before beginning 
a flight, become familiar with all available information 
concerning that flight.” It goes on to talk about   
weather and airport characteristics. There is no 
91.104, but if I were to write one, it would extend the 
concepts of 91.103 “Each pilot in command shall be 
knowledgeable of every possible combination of 
things that could happen.” The pilots who show up  
for safety seminars and VMC/IMC Club meetings are 
building their library of combinations of unfortunate 
circumstances that happen to someone else or the  
information they likely had learned prior to. 
 
I know that, though I’ve made my share of stupid    
pilot decisions, the most valuable lessons are the 
ones that I am not making because of something I 
heard, considered, and changed behavior… which is 
the definition of learning, isn’t it? Huh, who would 
have thought? 
 

Michael    



C.E.P.A. EVENT SCHEDULE 2021 

BOARD MEETING—ATLANTIC AVIATION CONF ROOM 
 

SAFETY PROGRAMS - RAMADA PLAZA 
   

IMC—ALTERNATES SFS HGR 19 /RAMADA PLAZA 
 

MAY 3   BOARD MEETING                                    

MAY 26 IMC CLUB   

JUN 7    BOARD MEETING                                      

JUN 23  IMC CLUB/SAFETY PROGRAM                                    

JUL 12  BOARD MEETING                                      

JUL 14  JOINT IMC CLUB WITH UGN (possible)    

JUL 21  HANGAR PARTY/SCHOLARSHIPS 

AUG  NO BOARD MEETING                                

AUG 25  IMC CLUB/SAFETY PROGRAM 

SEP 13  BOARD MEETING                                  

SEP 22  IMC CLUB 

OCT 4   BOARD MEETING                                    

OCT 27 IMC CLUB/SAFETY PROGRAM 

NOV 1   BOARD MEETING                                   

NOV 10  ANNUAL MEETING & ELECTION                 

NOV 17  IMC CLUB 

DEC 6   BOARD MEETING                                                     

DEC 15  HOLIDAY PARTY CHEVY CHASE 

 

NEW MEMBERS 

Dorota & Chris Tatkowski 

Justin Czok 

Welcome—happy to have you with us! 

 

IN MEMORIUM 
 

We are so sorry to report the passing of long 
time CEPA member John Mitchell.  John had 
attended many of our Safety Meetings and 
events.  He served for almost 30 years on the 
PWK Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol.  He was a 
CFI, and a check pilot.  His many contributions 
to aviation safety and our airport community will 
be sorely missed.   
 

John passed away near the end of April.  There 
is no word as yet on any memorial service.  
 

Blue Skies and Tail Winds, John  

2021 0FFICERS, DIRECTORS, COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

PRESIDENT  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890 

   Michael@baraz.us                                    

VICE PRESIDENT Judy Skotzko  773-852-3672 

   skotzko@live.com 

SECRETARY  Warren Bruhl  847-867-2919 

   dc4kids@aol.com 

TREASURER  Rob Mark  847-644-1575 

   rmark@commavia.com 

DIRECTORS  Arthur Gunn   847-962-9311 

   Arthur@gunncpa.com                                    

   Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847   

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

   Dave Montgomery 708-267-3095 

   Dav.montgomery@gmail.com 

   Barry Moore  224-420-6880 

   Barry_dxb@yahoo.com 

   Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com                                   

  

AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP 

   Rogers Faden  847-312-8805  

   Rogers.faden@gmail.com 

SCHOLARSHIP S Jason Simpson  773-842-5088 

   jwsimpson971@gmail.com 

BYLAWS/LEGAL Larry Kream  312-419-9100  

   lkream@kreamlaw.com 

MEMBERSHIP  David Montgomery 708-267-3095  

       Dav.montgomery@gmail.com 

SAFETY/PROGRAMS Barry Moore  224-420-6880 

   Barry_dxb@yahoo.com 

 A.V. MGR VACANT 

  

PR/SOCIAL MEDIA Judy Skotzko    773-852-3672 

   skotzko@live.com  

WEBMASTER  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890  

   papa@pwkpilots.org 

NEWSLETTER MGR Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847   

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

NEWSLETTER ADS Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com 
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Chicago Executive Pilots’ Association Newsletter is published monthly  This organization was formed in 1986 as a forum for the users of Chicago 

Executive Airport  (formerly Palwaukee) and as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the governing body to the 

users.  Our mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment with 

the pilots, users and community.  Membership is open to users of Chicago Executive Airport who support the goals and objectives as stated in the 

bylaws. Dues are $40.00 annually and include newsletter. 

Letters to the Editor, feedback, concerns or questions and any articles submitted must be received by the 20th of the month. Submissions will be 
printed on a space available basis and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content.  Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an 
email to editor@pwkpilots.org.  Please make prior arrangement with the editor for any files not electronically transmitted,  

        CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER  1009 S WOLF ROAD  STE 106    WHEELING, IL 60090-6408 
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

FLY MARKET                             
Classified Ads 

FREE TO MEMBERS 

 

    WHAT’S UP DOC? ASK THE AME  

Dr. Sydney Schneidman is a Senior Aviation   

Medical Examiner with HIMS certification. He has 

a Cardinal at PWK and has been a CEPA member 

for several years. He’s active with CAP, practices 

Emergency Medicine, and Aviation Medicine. He  

is willing to answer any questions from members 

about FAA medical certification, alcohol issues, or 

anti-depressants, a difficult group of medications 

to deal with for the FAA. Email him with questions 

or concerns at sschneidman@gmail.com.                                                                                                                              

Disclaimer: Although Dr. Schneidman is a long time CEPA member and 

supporter, he is offering these services independently of CEPA, and not 

as a CEPA AME. 

NEED A PARTNER? SELLING YOUR PLANE?

BUYING A PLANE? LOOKING FOR A HANGAR? 

Members can advertise (non business)    HERE 

CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

FLY MARKET                             
Classified Ads                            

                                                                                                      

NEED A PARTNER? SELLING YOUR PLANE?               

BUYING A PLANE? LOOKING FOR A HANGAR?                                                     

Members can advertise (non business)  HERE 

 
 
 

PUT YOUR  
AD HERE!!! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      

MAY 28, 2021   

 
CEPA     

IMC CLUB  
6:30 pm  
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IMC Blues 
 

Your instrument currency is about to expire. 
The solution? Rent a nice, IFR equipped   
Cessna 172 and go shoot some approaches. 
It's a day with some real IMC, but not quite to 
minimums. What could possibly go wrong? 

In this month’s IMC Club meeting, we will be 
discussing instrument failures, what we can do 
when they happen (no, you can't just remove 
the post it notes that your CFII put over them 
back in training), and how we can recognize 
the symptoms before a problem becomes an 
emergency and really ruins our day. 
 
Join us on Wednesday, May 26th at 6:30 pm 
and join in the discussion either via online    
video conference or, there will be limited in  
person seating available to members of CEPA. 
Not a CEPA member, now is a great time to 
join! 
 

Speaker: Ken Peters 
 

Ken is an Airframe and Powerplant Mechanic with 
an IA.  He also holds a Private Pilot certificate with 
an Instrument rating and is currently working on his 
Commercial certificate.  
 
Ken is local to KPWK and is Chief of Maintenance 
at AAR. As a professional in the corporate aviation 
industry he has obtained extensive experience in 
heavy and line maintenance operations, project 
management, aircraft management, Part 145 repair 
station management, team leadership, and Part 135 
aircraft operations. He also serves the local GA 
community if you're lucky enough to get on his 
schedule  

 
 
CEPA                 



 FAA Safety Team | Safer Skies Through Education 
 

 New Course Helps Pilots Conduct Preflight Self-Briefings 
 

A new course developed by Flight Service and available on FAASafety.gov provides students and VFR pilots 
guidance on how to conduct a safe and regulatory compliant preflight self-briefing using automated weather 
resources. The objective of the course is to ensure that the pilot understands aviation weather basics and 
learns to apply meteorological and aeronautical information in a systematic manner to plan a safe flight. The 
course includes scenarios, real-life examples, videos, reference materials, and practice exercises for pilots to 
conduct on their own or with their flight instructor. Access the WINGS credit course here: http://bit.ly/
ALC683.   

 

Meet the FAA’s Runway Safety Professionals 
 

At the FAA, runway safety spans several different domains. That’s why the agency takes on a collaborative 
approach in this area to ensure all the key players have a say in the decision process. And it’s because of 
these collaborative discussions among different areas of the FAA — and with airmen like you — that we’re 
able to realize many new safety-enhancing solutions at airports across the nation. Check out the article 
“Surface Safety Done Right” here: https://medium.com/faa/surface-safety-done-right-491c772d7f2f. Be sure 
to check out the entire surface-safety-themed issue at www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefing. 

 
EDUCATION REPORT 

 

On Wednesday April 28th, we were fortunate to have as our guest speaker  Ryan Jaros from C90 (Chicago 
Approach)   As we cautiously return to socially distant in-person presentations, some members of CEPA 
were present in the Ramada Hotel at KPWK for the meeting.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ryan Jaros and a select group of in-person (CEPA Members) along with many virtual attendees.  ORD on the screen. 

GA USERS MEETING REPORT 
 

Your CEPA organization maintains contact with our airport management team.  Attending the quarterly GA User     
meeting is part of that commitment. The following were reported and discussed.  

 

- EMAS on 16 was repaired with 1 closure overnight. The number of blocks replaced was 32! 
- US Customs building completion is scheduled for July 4 of this year.  Atlantic Hangar 43 by August 
- Lighting will be upgraded in two phases. Phase one this year is new cabling and fixtures for lighting other than 16-34.  
- FAA is preparing to install a DME to mitigate the loss of the OM on 16. 
- Hangar 5 Bathrooms will be redone and upgraded continuing through the summer. A new rental office is being added. 
- 16 and NE Tees will have asphalt repair/sealing this summer.  Taxiway markings to be upgraded to pt 139 standards. 
- RSIP (noise mitigation) has noise tested initial homes and pending analysis will do mitigation on 10 homes this year. 
- Rock the Runway will be held on August 24. Run in the morning and concert and fireworks in the evening. 
- Properties that have been cleared on the south side of Industrial are now owned by Waste Management. The hole    
being dug will become a propane filling station for all their trucks. New construction on Industrial and Milwaukee will 
make the ALP harder to accomplish. 

- Jamie reports no plans to close 6-24 this year.                                       Rogers Faden, AOPA ASN Rep   
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http://www.faasafety.gov/
http://bit.ly/ALC683
http://bit.ly/ALC683
https://medium.com/faa/surface-safety-done-right-491c772d7f2f
http://www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefing
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                        A MESSAGE FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 

 

 

Annual Dues notices have been emailed to members who joined or renewed their memberships in April and May of    
last year. 

CEPA is an organization of pilots and other aviation enthusiasts interested in education, social activities and advocacy  
to encourage safe operations at Chicago Executive airport. Your continued membership helps to grow and promote 
those activities and makes our collective voice louder. 
 
You can renew Online using PayPal at Membership Payment • Chicago Executive Pilots Association (pwkpilots.org). 
Please consider auto-renewal for future membership payments. 
 
If you prefer to make a payment by check, please make it payable to  Chicago Executive Pilots Association  
   
  and mail to: 

Chicago Executive Pilots Association 
1005 S Wolf Rd  Ste 106 
Wheeling, IL 60090-6408 

 
We look forward to receiving your membership renewal for the coming year, and to seeing you at future CEPA-
sponsored events. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel to contact me, or any other CEPA Board member. 
 
Best Regards 
 

Dave Montgomery 

 
Dave Montgomery 
Membership Chair 
 
 

 
LONG TIME KPWK PILOT  
DIANE HROMEK-SAWYER  

sent us this - 
 

BLAST FROM THE PAST 
 

Send your editor some of your 
pics from the distant or recent 

past and we will share in a future 
newsletter ! 

 
99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

Who knows all 7 of these pilots? 
 
 

https://pwkpilots.org/membership/membership-payment/


 

 MEMBER DISCOUNT PROGRAM 

      SHOW YOUR CEPA MEMBER CARD 
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 PWK BASED CEPA MEMBER DISCOUNTS 

     ATLANTIC AVIATION  847-808-0812                                                                            

 HAWTHORNE GLOBAL  847-325-0566                                                         

SIGNATURE FLIGHT SUPPORT  847-537-1200 

                           ALL 3 FBOS OFFER MEMBERS & THEIR GUESTS  FREE RAMP SPACE WITH ADVANCE NOTICE 

 

Allgauers on the Riverfront: 847-664-7999           

10% discount on food purchases                                   

2855 Milwaukee Ave,   Northbrook, IL   60062  

Crowne Plaza Northbrook:  847-298-2525          

10% discount on food purchases.  Standard room 

$109 +tax (includes internet & breakfast).              

2875 Milwaukee Ave,  Northbrook, IL  60062 

D’Agostino’s in Wheeling:  847-808-8200                          

10% discount on food purchases                                        

241 S Milwaukee Ave,  Wheeling, IL  60090 

Dundee Hot Dogs in Wheeling  847-777-1911      

20% off any purchase                                                           

849 W Dundee Rd, Wheeling  IL 60090 

Elly’s of Glenview   847-635-9500                         

10% discount on food purchases                               

1624 Milwaukee Ave,  Glenview, IL  60025 

 

 

Future Automotive Warehouse: 847-419-9014     

70 East Hintz Road, Wheeling, IL 60090                   

5% off aviation oil & most parts purchases   

Johnny’s Kitchen and Tap   847-699-9999          

10% discount on food purchases                               

1740 Milwaukee Ave,  Glenview, IL  60025 

Players Pub & Grill      847-693-7323                               

15% discount on purchases                                    

1250 S River Road, Prospect Heights, IL  60070 

State Farm Ernesto Ramirez   847-279-7711 

401 S Milwaukee Ave, Wheeling, IL  60090     

$10 gift card for getting a quote 

Tap House Grill in the Ramada  847-215-1210    

10% Discount or free app with entrée                   

1090 S Milwaukee Ave,                                    

Prospect Heights, IL 60090 

       



 

 

 

 

1005 S WOLF ROAD  SUITE 106 

WHEELING  IL  60090-6408  

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THERE WILL BE A HANGAR PARTY 

AND SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTATION 

Wednesday, July 21, 6:00 pm 

Live, in person, and at the airport. 

Free dinner for members of CEPA 

$10.00 for guests 

WATCH OUR WEBSITE                                     PWKPILOTS.ORG 


