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FROM THE LEFT SEAT 

 
 

I just finished listening to the recording of the NTSB report on the helicopter crash with Kobe Bryant, his 13-year-old 
daughter, seven other people, and Ara Zobayan, the pilot. I wanted to hear the NTSB say how this pilot was inexperi-
enced or a cowboy or did something stupidly wrong. I listened for more than an hour, I kept waiting to hear that so I could 
say that’s not the kind of pilot I am and that I would have done all of that differently.  

 

The pilot was experienced, with 8,577 hours,1,250 in type, and 75 hours of instrument experience. He completed the   
Sikorksky 76 ground and flight training, including Aeronautical Decision Making, instrument procedure, unusual attitude 
flight, procedures for entry into inadvertent IMC, and spatial disorientation. Zobayan was the Island Express chief pilot 
and the check airman who administers the company pilots’ annual proficiency and line checks. All of the company pilots, 
including Zobayan, also participated in training with an outside vendor which reinforced the ground and flight training   
using the actual Island Express helicopters. No one stated that he was anything other than a really good pilot.  

 

On that morning, the weather was reasonably good, most anyone of us would have been comfortable launching VFR that 
day,  I am pretty sure I would have. So, what went wrong?  

 

Per the charter operator’s SOPs, Zobayan did complete a Flight Risk Assessment and determined the flight was low risk.    
Further, he created a risk mitigation plan, choosing a route to avoid forecasted clouds. Still a really good pilot so far.  

Island Express has Standard Operating Procedures should an aircraft enter inadvertent IMC. Was it self-induced pressure   
desiring to accommodate a VIP like Kobe Bryant, that in the split second of life-and-death ADM, Zobayan went rogue on 
those SOPs and training and everyone died?  

Most of us have seen the video, 178 Seconds to Live. That is the approximate number of seconds that when a fixed-wing 
aircraft flying VFR enters IMC it becomes a controlled flight into terrain fatality. Perhaps you may not know that for heli-
copters the equivalent number is only 56 seconds. From the timeline that I followed, that Sikorsky 76 may not even have 
survived that long.   

When I read the AOPA Air Safety Institute statistic that 30% of the VFR into IMC fatalities are pilots who are instrument 
rated, I had to read it twice. I stopped and thought about that. I wanted to say, “not me, I could never do that.” I remem-
bered those are words right out of the Pilot’s Handbook of Aeronautical Knowledge (p 2-5), invulnerability, one of the five 
hazardous attitudes; the antidote is remembering, yes it can… that is, without a mitigation strategy. 

If you are reading this column, it is likely that you are not going to be one of those people. It is also likely that you are a 
member of CEPA because you take safety and proficiency seriously and choose to spend your valuable time attending 
our monthly CEPA IMC Club and bi-monthly Safety Seminars to be sure. That is what we do, that is one of the primary 
reasons we exist, that is why the officers and directors spend countless hours organizing those meetings and running this 
organization that makes them. We make it our mission to have you remember those risks, remember how to assess 
them, and, most importantly, be proactively pursuing a practice of developing an on-going, viable mitigation strategy.  

 

Out of the nine officers and board members, all but one hold Commercial or ATP certificates and almost half are CFIs 
with two more pursuing or planning to. While some are professional, the rest of us did it because it is a challenge to be as 
good of a pilot as we can be. That’s what CEPA stands for. Maybe you don’t need a new certificate, but maybe you might 
do an annual flight review rather than wait until the required BFR; maybe you’ll do an IPC instead of just going up alone or 
with a safety pilot to shoot approaches.  

 

Your CEPA officers are out there keeping this practice top of mind. Rob Mark (CEPA treasurer) just spent some time   
explaining SOPs for you and me with Max Trescott. Warren Bruhl (CEPA secretary) just presented two topics at our   
February meetings, one on VFR into IMC and the other on fatigue and flying. I know many of you listened in.   

But like I said, my fellow CEPA members, I don’t worry so much about you as our pilot friends who don’t belong to a pilot 
or type association; those who don’t attend the dozens of seminars that keep us prepared with the practice of analyzing 
and preparing ourselves for the next potentially life-saving decision. If those are your friends who are not doing that work, 
are you going to invite them to the next CEPA IMC Club or Safety Seminar or just hope their name isn’t in that next NTSB 
report? 

Michael    

https://www.faa.gov/news/safety_briefing/2016/media/SE_Topic_16-12.pdf
https://asivideos.aopa.org/detail/video/5767011801001/178-seconds-to-live
https://ushst.org/56secs/
https://www.aopa.org/training-and-safety/air-safety-institute
https://www.faa.gov/regulations_policies/handbooks_manuals/aviation/phak/
https://aviationnewstalk.com/podcast/178-standard-operating-procedures-for-ga-pilots-minimum-safe-altitude-rule-ga-news/
https://pwkpilots.org/event/202102-imc-club/
https://pwkpilots.org/event/202102-safetyseminar/


C.E.P.A. EVENT SCHEDULE 2021 

BOARD MEETING—ATLANTIC AVIATION CONF ROOM 
 

SAFETY PROGRAMS - RAMADA PLAZA 
   

IMC—ALTERNATES SFS HGR 19 /RAMADA PLAZA 
 

 

MAR 1   BOARD MEETING                                      

MAR 24 IMC CLUB  DAVE KLOPFLEISCH           

 DECISION MAKING   SIGNATURE Hgr 19 

APR 5   BOARD MEETING                                   

APR 28 IMC CLUB RYAN JAROS, ATC                

 SAFETY PROGRAM                      

MAY 3   BOARD MEETING                                    

MAY 26 IMC CLUB   

JUN 7    BOARD MEETING                                      

JUN 23  IMC CLUB/SAFETY PROGRAM                                    

JUN 26  PANCAKE BREAKFAST (possible) 

JUL 12  BOARD MEETING                                      

JUL 14  JOINT IMC CLUB WITH UGN (possible)    

JUL 21  HANGAR PARTY/SCHOLARSHIPS 

AUG  NO BOARD MEETING                                

AUG 25  IMC CLUB/SAFETY PROGRAM 

SEP 13  BOARD MEETING                                  

SEP 22  IMC CLUB 

OCT 4   BOARD MEETING                                    

OCT 27 IMC CLUB/SAFETY PROGRAM 

NOV 1   BOARD MEETING                                   

NOV 10  ANNUAL MEETING & ELECTION                 

NOV 17  IMC CLUB 

DEC 6   BOARD MEETING                                                     

DEC 15  HOLIDAY PARTY CHEVY CHASE 

 

Want to get involved?    

It will be easier when we can meet in person 
again, but for now, offer your assistance with 
programs, recruiting, public relations, audio-
visual materials storage and transport, educa-
tional content, scholarship outreach, Facebook 
content, advertising, whatever you might find 
interesting.  Like any other organization, you  
get more out of it when you put more into it! 

2021 0FFICERS, DIRECTORS, COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

PRESIDENT  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890 

   Michael@baraz.us                                    

VICE PRESIDENT Judy Skotzko  773-852-3672 

   skotzko@live.com 

SECRETARY  Warren Bruhl  847-867-2919 

   dc4kids@aol.com 

TREASURER  Rob Mark  847-644-1575 

   rmark@commavia.com 

DIRECTORS  Arthur Gunn   847-962-9311 

   Arthur@gunncpa.com                                    

   Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847   

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

   Dave Montgomery 708-267-3095 

   Dav.montgomery@gmail.com 

   Barry Moore  224-420-6880 

   Barry_dxb@yahoo.com 

   Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com                                   

  

AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP 

   Rogers Faden  847-312-8805  

   Rogers.faden@gmail.com 

SCHOLARSHIP S Jason Simpson  773-842-5088 

   jwsimpson971@gmail.com 

BYLAWS/LEGAL Larry Kream  312-419-9100  

   lkream@kreamlaw.com 

MEMBERSHIP  David Montgomery 708-267-3095  

       Dav.montgomery@gmail.com 

SAFETY/PROGRAMS Barry Moore  224-420-6880 

   Barry_dxb@yahoo.com 

 A.V. MGR VACANT 

  

PR/SOCIAL MEDIA Judy Skotzko    773-852-3672 

   skotzko@live.com  

WEBMASTER  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890  

   papa@pwkpilots.org 

NEWSLETTER MGR Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847   

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

NEWSLETTER ADS Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com 
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Chicago Executive Pilots’ Association Newsletter is published monthly  This organization was formed in 1986 as a forum for the users of Chicago 

Executive Airport  (formerly Palwaukee) and as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the governing body to the 

users.  Our mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment with 

the pilots, users and community.  Membership is open to users of Chicago Executive Airport who support the goals and objectives as stated in the 

bylaws. Dues are $40.00 annually and include newsletter. 

Letters to the Editor, feedback, concerns or questions and any articles submitted must be received by the 20th of the month. Submissions will be 
printed on a space available basis and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content.  Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an 
email to editor@pwkpilots.org.  Please make prior arrangement with the editor for any files not electronically transmitted,  

        CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER  1009 S WOLF ROAD  STE 106    WHEELING, IL 60090-6408 
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

FLY MARKET                             
Classified Ads 

FREE TO MEMBERS 

 

    WHAT’S UP DOC? ASK THE AME  

Dr. Sydney Schneidman is a Senior Aviation   

Medical Examiner with HIMS certification. He has 

a Cardinal at PWK and has been a CEPA member 

for several years. He’s active with CAP, practices 

Emergency Medicine, and Aviation Medicine. He  

is willing to answer any questions from members 

about FAA medical certification, alcohol issues, or 

anti-depressants, a difficult group of medications 

to deal with for the FAA. Email him with questions 

or concerns at sschneidman@gmail.com.                                                                                                                              

Disclaimer: Although Dr. Schneidman is a long time CEPA member and 

supporter, he is offering these services independently of CEPA, and not 

as a CEPA AME. 

NEED A PARTNER? SELLING YOUR PLANE?

BUYING A PLANE? LOOKING FOR A HANGAR? 

Members can advertise (non business)    HERE 

CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

FLY MARKET                             
Classified Ads                            

                                                                                                      

NEED A PARTNER? SELLING YOUR PLANE?               

BUYING A PLANE? LOOKING FOR A HANGAR?                                                     

Members can advertise (non business)  HERE 

 
 
 

PUT YOUR  
AD HERE!!! 



An Escape from Winter 

This January marked the First Annual Run to the Sun for CEPA members. Three CEPA planes departed on 
January 23rd and spent a glorious week away from Chicago’s cold and snowy weather. Our destination was 
Key West, an interesting area with dependably pleasant weather during the winter. Our entourage consisted 
of 5 people and 3 planes. We had 2 Cardinals, a fixed gear and an RG and an Archer. The group comprised 
Dave Montgomery in his fixed gear Cardinal. Sebastian Koziura and his brother-in-law Max Tennies in     
Sebastian’s Archer, and Syd Schneidman and Rogers Faden in their Cardinal RG. The trip was designated 
the “First Annual Run to the Sun” as it was so much fun that we hope to do it every year. 

Since we departed different airports with different cruising speeds, we decided to meet in Lafayette, TN 
(3M7) for lunch. We all arrived within a few minutes of each other after enjoying a 3 hour flight in glorious 
weather thanks to a large high pressure over the center of the US. The airport was selected for reasonable 
fuel prices, an available crew car, and excellent bar-b-que just down the road. After an enjoyable lunch, we 
departed for a two hour leg to Albany, GA (KABY) to spend the night. Not wanting to arrive in the Florida 
Keys after dark, we opted for a two day trip down. Albany offered an interesting motel and a shuttle to some 
great food. 

Our plan for the second day was to meet for brunch in Cedar Key (KCDK), then follow the west coast of  
Florida to Naples (KAPF) for fuel, go east to Homestead (X51) and then south along the keys to Key West 
(KEYW). The weather in Albany the next morning wasn’t great, broken at 3500, and Cedar Key was low IFR, 
so we headed straight for Naples. Just south of Albany the broken changed to few and we were able to get 
above the cloud layer at 6,000 and catch a tailwind to Na-
ples. Apparently, life is good for the 1% in Naples as there 
were more private jets there than I have ever seen in one 
place. A crew car provided by the FBO got us to a lovely 
seafood lunch and with full tanks and tummies we headed 
off to our final destination. 

We had a loose formation flight in clear skies across the 
bottom of the Florida peninsula (Everglades) to Home-
stead and then headed south along the keys to Key West. 
The scenery was amazing seeing our planes silhouetted 
against the water and islands. We arrived in the late after-
noon and Ubered to our hotel in time to see the sunset 
and stroll Duval Street to dinner on the Sunset Pier. We 
spent two days seeing sights in Key West and exploring 
many good restaurants. It’s warm enough there that all 
meals were outdoors. While there were crowded bars, we 
found plenty of socially distanced, masked, outdoor options for every meal.   

After a couple of days in Key West we split up to visit friends and relatives in 
Florida. Alas Syd headed back to some more Chicago weather. Sebastian 
and Max toured the East Coast, saw friends, Cape Kennedy, and Cedar Key. 
Dave flew seaplanes in Winter Haven, saw relatives in northern Florida and 
visited Cedar Key. I went to my hometown, St. Petersburg and saw an old 
friend. We all headed back on Friday and planned to meet for lunch, but 
schedules changed and while we heard each other talking to ATC, made our 
way back individually. Friday weather was again spectacular but for a head-
wind.  We hope to plan a trip next winter and welcome all to the migration.                    

     

  Rogers Faden 
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 NEXT MEETING—CEPA IMC CLUB-MARCH 24, 2021 
 

   What are your intentions? 

 
 

You are taking your reliable workhorse (a Mooney M20) on a night cross country 
and you will be stopping for fuel in order to complete the trip. On the second leg, 
you experience an equipment failure in IMC. Unable to shoot an RNAV or ILS 
you are left stranded in the clouds with ATC your only life line, you need to make 
a decision.  What is it going to be? 

 
Dave Klopfleisch, ATP 
 

Dave started flying in 1966 at Roselle Airport, now called Schaumburg Airport in 
Schaumburg, IL. He served in the Navy 1968-1974 with his last duty station at 
Miramar, CA. In the Navy, Dave flew the TA-4, single engine attack jet. After-
wards, Dave worked for various corporate flight departments and served as the 
Safety Officer at the NAS Glenview Flying Club from 1993-1996.  
 
Dave’s flight resume includes:: CFI and MEI, ATP, Part 121 Flight Dispatcher, 
current Safety Officer at Chicago Executive Flight School. 

 

Dave also teaches an Upset Recovery Course in his aerobatic Beechcraft Sun-
downer, helping pilots increase their skills and attain a better understanding of 
why stalls, spins and spirals occur and how to safely recover from them. 
 

 
JOIN US FOR AN INTERESTING                 
AND EDUCATIONAL EVENING!   
 
 
 
 
The FAA Safety notices will include the updated info on Covid-19 
restrictions.  Be assured that when we can safely return to in-
person meetings, we will.    
 
In the meantime, alternate zoom, internet, online instructions will 
be available via email, and on our website  pwkpilots.org 
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New Safety Data Tool Available on FAA.gov Website 

WASHINGTON – The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is making it easier to research aviation 
safety guidance material from the Office of Aviation Safety (AVS). 

  

The Dynamic Regulatory System (DRS) combines more than 65 document types from more than a 
dozen different repositories into a single searchable application. This comprehensive knowledge 
center centralizes the FAA’s aviation safety guidance material from the Flight Standards Information 
System (FSIMS) and the agency’s Regulatory Guidance System (RGL). 

  

Each guidance document includes a link to the Code of Federal Regulations provision on which the 
document is based. DRS contains more than 2 million regulatory guidance documents, which can be 
browsed or searched. A search engine allows for basic or advanced searches and different ways to 
sort and view the results. The system includes pending and current versions of all documents along 
with their revision history. Information in the DRS is updated every 24 hours. 

  

The DRS exceeds the requirements of the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018 (Public Law 115-254), 
to establish a centralized safety database. DRS is constantly evolving, and in the future will provide 
even more features, functionality and document types. It will allow the agency to eventually sunset 
legacy systems such as FSIMS and RGL. Subject matter experts across the global aviation commu-
nity collaborated on this project. 

  

The tool represents a giant step forward in providing consistency and standardization of regulatory 
interpretation by expediting research of aviation regulations and related documents. In the past, 
complex research projects could sometimes take days. DRS has consolidated all of this information 
so projects can be completed in minutes.  

 

LOSS OF CONTROL   
Perhaps the most basic and crucial skill in all of aviation is the ability to maintain aircraft control. Under nor-
mal circumstances, a pilot establishes and maintains aircraft control through the constant correction of aircraft 
attitude and available power to achieve desired performance. When an event occurs that causes an aircraft, 
even temporarily, to deviate beyond acceptable tolerances, or hinder, prevent, or exceed the pilot’s or air-
craft’s ability to perform as the pilot desires, control has been lost. Consequences can vary, depending on 
event severity and the pilot’s ability to recover. 

 

Loss of aircraft control can be triggered by many factors, which may be broadly classified as weather or envi-
ronmental conditions, system malfunctions, or Human Factors. Pilots at all levels of qualification, skill, and 
experience have lost aircraft control. 

 

Our offering this month is a study on the loss of aircraft control. Flight conditions, operations, and individual 
circumstances all vary, but valuable lessons are present.  

Tornado Alley—INCIDENT REPORT 

While this Cessna 402 Captain was dangerously positioned at low altitude, the aircraft was swept out of con-
trol. 

■ …On the visual to [Runway] 4L, I was 4 miles behind a heavy Airbus A340 on final for [Runway] 4R. At 300 
feet, [my] airplane rocked and bounced wildly and…went into a right roll. I was able to recover the roll at what 
I can only estimate to be about 90 degrees. People were bounced out of their seats and pinned against the 
right side of the airplane. I struggled to control the airplane, applying full left aileron and rudder to attempt to 
correct the roll. Finally, I was able to straighten the aircraft. I executed a go-around at full power. We came 
back…to land on [Runway] 4L without incident. I asked the passengers…in the air when we got leveled out 
and…[again] on the ground if anyone needed…assistance. The only passenger that spoke up was a female 
who had previously had back surgery. She stated that her back hurt and that she would need to take her pain 
medicine.… She also asked for a wheelchair, which I already had planeside for her. Wake turbulence from 
the heavy Airbus, plus a 15-knot crosswind, blew the [vortices] right into my aircraft,…causing it to become 
uncontrollable. 
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTUuMzMzODQwOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWEuZ292LyJ9.Ay05mmiHCc9ChOvRslx3m7NAS-nqTiQdcgBAJntaj9c/s/1175327218/br/93167139615-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTUuMzMzODQwOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWEuZ292L2Fib3V0L29mZmljZV9vcmcvaGVhZHF1YXJ0ZXJzX29mZmljZXMvYXZzLyJ9.2LZEFzcKx2Vr2KJNC1EX-RE
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAxMTUuMzMzODQwOTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mYWEuZ292L2Fib3V0L29mZmljZV9vcmcvaGVhZHF1YXJ0ZXJzX29mZmljZXMvYXZzL3Byb2dyYW1zL2Rycy8ifQ.su9A9


CEPA Board approves rolling month membership 
 

At the February Board of Directors meeting, the Board approved a change in the membership year from a 
May-April year, to one based on the month when you joined. For new members, if you joined in February 
2021, your membership is good through the last day of January 2022. For existing members who signed up 
for auto-renewal, your membership year will start with your renewal month. Members who did not elect auto 
renewal will be sent a reminder the month before the 1 year anniversary of your last payment. Please contact 
Dave Montgomery with any questions. 
 
 
Dave Montgomery 
Membership Chair 

 

    

 

 

 MEMBER DISCOUNT PROGRAM 

      SHOW YOUR CEPA MEMBER CARD 
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 PWK BASED CEPA MEMBER DISCOUNTS 

     ATLANTIC AVIATION  847-808-0812                                                                            

 HAWTHORNE GLOBAL  847-325-0566                                                         

SIGNATURE FLIGHT SUPPORT  847-537-1200 

                           ALL 3 FBOS OFFER MEMBERS & THEIR GUESTS  FREE RAMP SPACE WITH ADVANCE NOTICE 

 

Allgauers on the Riverfront: 847-664-7999           

10% discount on food purchases                                   

2855 Milwaukee Ave,   Northbrook, IL   60062  

Crowne Plaza Northbrook:  847-298-2525          

10% discount on food purchases.  Standard room 

$109 +tax (includes internet & breakfast).              

2875 Milwaukee Ave,  Northbrook, IL  60062 

D’Agostino’s in Wheeling:  847-808-8200                          

10% discount on food purchases                                        

241 S Milwaukee Ave,  Wheeling, IL  60090 

Dundee Hot Dogs in Wheeling  847-777-1911      

20% off any purchase                                                           

849 W Dundee Rd, Wheeling  IL 60090 

Elly’s of Glenview   847-635-9500                         

10% discount on food purchases                               

1624 Milwaukee Ave,  Glenview, IL  60025 

 

 

Future Automotive Warehouse: 847-419-9014     

70 East Hintz Road, Wheeling, IL 60090                   

5% off aviation oil & most parts purchases   

Johnny’s Kitchen and Tap   847-699-9999          

10% discount on food purchases                               

1740 Milwaukee Ave,  Glenview, IL  60025 

Players Pub & Grill      847-693-7323                               

15% discount on purchases                                    

1250 S River Road, Prospect Heights, IL  60070 

State Farm Ernesto Ramirez   847-279-7711 

401 S Milwaukee Ave, Wheeling, IL  60090     

$10 gift card for getting a quote 

Tap House Grill in the Ramada  847-215-1210    

10% Discount or free app with entrée                   

1090 S Milwaukee Ave,                                    

Prospect Heights, IL 60090 

       



 

 

 

 

1005 S WOLF ROAD  SUITE 106 

WHEELING  IL  60090-6408  

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHICAGO EXECUTIVE AIRPORT UPDATE (CEAU) 

 FROM:         PWK Airport Operations 

 DATE:          Friday, February 26, 2021 

 CEAU#:        21-001: Runway 16/34 Small Closure  3/3/2021 

On Wednesday, March 3
rd

 will be having a two-hour closure of    
Runway 16/34 to remove damaged blocks from our south end     
Engineered Materials Arrestor System (EMAS) bed. As the EMAS 
bed is in the runway safety area, Runway 16/34 must be closed for 
the work to occur. 

Runway 12/30 and Runway 6/24 will remain open during this    
scheduled closure.  All times are local. Although we strive to not 
change the scheduled runway closures, the nature of construction 
and weather conditions may cause a work stoppage and a       
scheduled runway closure to be cancelled. Notification of changes 
will be posted as soon as we know them. 

Runway closures and associated schedule below;                                                                                        
Wednesday, March 3rd at 0400L – Wednesday, March 
3rd at 0600L  • Runway 16/34 – CLOSED 

  


