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An Open Letter to the Chicago Executive Airport Board  

Any idea what all these airports have in common?  
 

Lansing, Griffith, Lewis, Milwaukee, Waukesha,         
DuPage, Aurora, Janesville, Casa de Aero, Bult Field, 
Burlington, Chicago Midway, Chicago O’Hare, Galt, 
Rockford, Lake in the Hills, Burlington, Campbell, 
Schaumburg, Waukegan, Kenosha and Chicago    
Executive.  
 

Answer: an east/west runway. Why? because the   
prevailing wind data demonstrates the need for this 
safety option. Small GA aircraft are susceptible to   
increased control risks in strong crosswinds. PWK 
was originally designed with that safety factor in mind. 
 

Being from Canada I am familiar with the British  
Commonwealth Air Training Plan (BCATP). Their 
classic airport configuration consisted of three        
runways, arranged in a triangle so that any aircraft 
could always land and takeoff into the wind. Strong 
crosswinds affect light airplanes much more than 
heavier jets. The people who planned our airport 77 
years ago knew this. I am puzzled that the board’s 
engineering consultants have not come to that same 
conclusion. 
 

Executive has two other runways.  However in the  
absence of 6/24, pilots, when faced with winds from 
the southwest, i.e. a 220 heading, runway 30 is 80 
degrees of crosswind and runway 16 is 60 degrees of 
crosswind. A 20 knot wind from 220, landing on     
runway 30 yields a 20 knot crosswind assuming no 

gust. The same situation landing on 16 yields a 17 
knot crosswind assuming no gust. Landing on runway 
24 in the same situation yields a 7 knot crosswind with 
a 19 knot headwind component. The prevailing    
westerly winds were the primary reason why in 2007, 
the airport reversed its decision to close 6/24 because 
doing so would compromise safety. As President 
Horcher commented at the recent Village of Wheeling 
meeting, “What is the cost of a life?” Closing 6/24 was 
a bad idea then, and is just as bad an idea now. So 
what has changed? 
 

Yet another consequence to this proposed runway 
closure - noise. Using 6/24 air traffic flies over forest 
preserves and commercial buildings. Landing to the 
north and south increases the noise over populated 
areas.  
 

By closing the most westerly airport runway, our board 
must believe our airport exists in a bubble, immune to 
the effect of winds experienced at practically every 
airport within a 125 mile radius, and unconcerned 
about the added noise that Prospect Heights and 
Wheeling residents will have to endure. The direction 
of our prevailing winds has not changed in the last 15 
years.  
  

I hope the board will make the wise and safe          
decision.   
 

Blue skies and tailwinds,  Arthur 

Chicago Aviation Expo 2020 

On January 25, 2020 the Chicago Area Chapter of the 99s will be hosting their             

Annual IFR/VFR and Safety Seminar 

Featured speakers for this year’s event include:                                                                                                             

Bob Schmelzer, UA Captain, Retired, CFII, DPE                                                                                             

Jennifer Settle, ORD ATC & Eddie Trujillo, TRACON                                                                                

& new this year, Dr John Lee Midwest Sight Foundation, 

Rick DiMaio, Lewis University Meteorology Professor, & 

Dr. Sydney Schneidman, AME                                                                             

WINGS credits available, watch for registration info from faa.gov 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Class_A_airfield


C.E.P.A. EVENT SCHEDULE 2020  

BOARD MEETING—ATLANTIC AVIATION CONF ROOM 
 

SAFETY PROGRAMS - RAMADA PLAZA 
   

IMC—ALTERNATES SFS HGR 19/RAMADA PLAZA 

 
IMC CLUB    1-22 6:30pm SIGNATURE HGR 19   
WARREN BRUHL, MODERATOR/GOING UP OR DOWN 

BOARD MEETING    2-3 7:00pm ATLANTIC 

IMC CLUB    2-26 6:30pm RAMADA PLAZA    
GARY REEVES  FOREFLIGHT FOR IFR  

SAFETY MEETING  2-26 7:30pm RAMADA PLAZA  
GARY REEVES  IFR EMERGENCIES    

BOARD MEETING    3-2 7:00pm ATLANTIC 

IMC CLUB     3-25     6:30pm SIGNATURE HGR 19  
MODERATOR/TOPIC TBD 

BOARD MEETING      4-6  7:00pm ATLANTIC 

IMC CLUB      4-22  6:30pm RAMADA PLAZA    
JASON SCHAPPERT  SCENARIO TBD 

SAFETY MEETING   4-22 7:30pm RAMADA PLAZA     
JASON SHAPPERT   TOPIC TBD 

BOARD MEETING    5-4 7:00pm ATLANTIC 

IMC CLUB     5-27     6:30pm SIGNATURE HGR 19  
TOPIC TBD 

BOARD MEETING    6-1  7:00pm ATLANTIC 

IMC CLUB                 6-24  6:30pm RAMADA PLAZA 

SAFETY MEETING   6-24  7:30pm RAMADA PLAZA  
RYAN MCBRIDE 

BOARD MEETING     7-6   7:00pm  ATLANTIC 

HANGAR PICNIC      7-8  6:00pm LOCATION TBD 

JOINT IMC CLUB       7-15    7:00pm   UGN                        
MODERATOR/TOPIC TBD 

IMC CLUB      8-26    6:30pm RAMADA PLAZA  
FLIGHT SIMULATION  

SAFETY MEETING    8-26  7:30pm  RAMADA PLAZA     
ATC C90/ORD  RMADA 1 ARRIVAL 

BOARD MEETING     9-14    7:00pm ATLANTIC 

IMC CLUB      9-23  6:30pm  SIGNATURE HGR 19  
JERRY SECKLER   SKEW T 

BOARD MEETING      10-5    7:00pm ATLANTIC 

IMC CLUB     10-28    6;30pm RAMADA PLAZA    
TOPIC TBD 

SAFETY MEETING    10-28   7:30pm RAMADA PLAZA  
ANDY MILLER/KYLE LEWIS  INVITED TO RETURN 

BOARD MEETING     11-2     7:00pm  ATLANTIC  

ANNUAL/ELECTION  11-18   7:00pm  RAMADA PLAZA  
STATE OF THE AIRPORT ADDRESS              

HOLIDAY DINNER     12-16   6:00pm  LOCATION TBD 

 

Welcome New Members  

Clarice Tweeten, Daniel Hopkins                        
and Michael Halko 

2020 0FFICERS, DIRECTORS, COMMITTEE CHAIRS  

PRESIDENT  Arthur Gunn  847-962-9311 

   Arthur@gunncpa.com                                    

VICE PRESIDENT Michael Baraz  630-781-8890 

   Michael@baraz.us 

SECRETARY  Warren Bruhl  847-867-2919 

   dc4kids@aol.com 

TREASURER  Rob Mark  847-644-1575 

   rmark@commavia.com 

DIRECTORS  Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847   

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

   Larry Kream  312-419-9100 

   lkream@kreamlaw.com  

   Jason Simpson  773-842-5088 

   jwsimpson971@gmail.com   

   S Guru Prasad  847-421-3462 

   Air_n2847j@yahoo.com 

   Rhett Dennerline  847-446-2420 

   pilotsinplanes@gmail.com 

 

AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP 

   Rogers Faden  847-312-8805  

   Rogers.faden@gmail.com 

SCHOLARSHIP S Jason Simpson  773-842-5088 

   jwsimpson971@gmail.com 

BYLAWS/LEGAL Larry Kream  312-419-9100  

   lkream@kreamlaw.com 

MEMBERSHIP  Rhett Dennerline  847-446-2420 

   pilotsinplanes@gmail.com   

SAFETY/PROGRAMS Michael Baraz  630-781-8890 

 A.V. MGR Jason Simpson  773-842-5088  

PUBLIC RELATIONS Warren Bruhl  847-867-2919   

   dc4kids@aol.com 

WEBMASTER  Michael Baraz  630-781-8890  

   papa@pwkpilots.org 

NEWSLETTER MGR Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847   

   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 

NEWSLETTER ADS Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 

   cd987rusty@aol.com 

FACEBOOK PAGE Arthur Gunn  847-962-9311  

   Arthur@gunncpa.com   
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Chicago Executive Pilots’ Association Newsletter is published monthly  This organization was formed in 1986 as a forum for the users of Chicago 

Executive Airport  (formerly Palwaukee) and as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the governing body to the 

users.  Our mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment with 

the pilots, users and community.  Membership is open to users of Chicago Executive Airport who support the goals and objectives as stated in the 

bylaws. Dues are $40.00 annually and include newsletter. 

Letters to the Editor, feedback, concerns or questions and any articles submitted must be received by the 20th of the month. Submissions will be 
printed on a space available basis and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content.  Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an 
email to editor@pwkpilots.org.  Please make prior arrangement with the editor for any files not electronically transmitted,  

        CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER  1009 S WOLF ROAD  STE 106    WHEELING, IL 60090-6408 
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Your Officers and Directors are working to 

save Runway 6/24.  If the safety of a runway 

into the prevailing winds is of importance to 

you, please join us in our quest to educate 

the Chicago Executive Airport Board about 

the need for this runway.   The chances of re-

opening a runway after closure are very, very 

slim.  Contact President Gunn or any of our 

officers to find out how you can help. 

 

            

            Chief Pilot 

              Jim Kwasek 

                                                              

GET TRAINED   

 GET CURRENT 

We use GoPro    We use Foreflight   

Online scheduling, convenient location,            
experienced instructors, professional atmosphere 

Check out our website  

www.chicagoexecutiveflightschool.com 

847-465-8359 

If you’re an instructor who might be interested in 

flying a lot, or just with one student, or intro       

lessons, or fill-in work we’ve got a job for you! 

We are hiring NOW! 

Great pay, flexible hours!!! 

 

 

    MEMBER DISCOUNT PROGRAM 

                SHOW YOUR CEPA MEMBER CARD 

   PWK BASED CEPA MEMBERS DISCOUNTS 
 

     SIGNATURE FLIGHT SUPPORT 

-at hangar or tie down $.65 off the posted rate for top off   

-on their ramp same rate but with no handling fee  
 

  ATLANTIC AVIATION 

                           -on their ramp $ 5.50 
 

            HAWTHORNE GLOBAL 

              -at hangar or tie down $ .70 off retail  
 

ALL 3 FBOS OFFER MEMBERS & THEIR GUESTS            

FREE RAMP SPACE WITH ADVANCE NOTICE 
 

·Allgauers on the Riverfront: 847-664-7999  

 10% discount on food purchases 

 2855 Milwaukee Ave,   Northbrook, IL   60062  

 Crowne Plaza Northbrook:  847-298-2525 

 10% discount on food purchases.   

Standard room $109 +tax (inc internet & breakfast). 

        2875 Milwaukee Ave,  Northbrook, IL  60062 

·D’Agostino’s in Wheeling:  847-808-8200 

 10% discount on food purchases 

        241 S Milwaukee Ave,  Wheeling, IL  60090 

 Dundee Hot Dogs in Wheeling  847-777-1911  

       20% off any purchase 

 849 W Dundee Rd, Wheeling  IL 60090 

   Elly’s of Glenview   847-635-9500 

 10% discount on food purchases 

        1624 Milwaukee Ave,  Glenview, IL  60025 

· Future Automotive Warehouse: 847-419-9014 

 70 East Hintz Road, Wheeling, IL  60090   

          5% off aviation oil & most parts purchases   

  Johnny’s Kitchen and Tap   847-699-9999 

 10% discount on food purchases 

        1740 Milwaukee Ave,  Glenview, IL  60025 

  Players Pub & Grill      847-693-7323                                

       15% discount on purchases 

1250 S River Road, Prospect Heights, IL  60070 

·State Farm Agent Ernesto Ramirez: 847-279-7711 

 401 S Milwaukee Ave, Wheeling, IL  60090  
        $10 gift card for getting a quote 

Tap House Grill  (in the Ramada)   847-215-1210   

 10% Discount or Free App with Entrée                  
 1090 S Milwaukee Ave, Prospect  
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS  

FLY MARKET 

Classified Ads 

FREE TO MEMBERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    WHAT’S UP DOC? ASK THE AME  

Dr. Sydney Schneidman is a Senior Aviation   
Medical Examiner with HIMS certification. He has 
a Cardinal at PWK and has been a CEPA member 
for several years. He’s active with CAP, practices 
Emergency Medicine, and Aviation Medicine. He  
is willing to answer any questions from members 
about FAA medical certification, alcohol issues, or 
anti-depressants, a difficult group of medications 
to deal with for the FAA. Email him with questions 
or concerns at sschneidman@gmail.com.                                                                                                                              

Disclaimer: Although Dr. Schneidman is a long time CEPA member and 
supporter, he is offering these services independently of CEPA, and not 
as a CEPA AME. 

NEED A PARTNER? SELLING YOUR PLANE?
BUYING A PLANE? LOOKING FOR A HANGAR?

WANT HELP?                                                     
Members can advertise (non business)             

HERE 
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What’s in Your Back Seat?                                        from NASA CallBack December edition 

This private pilot had an interesting learning experience departing an airport near the DC Flight Restricted 
Zone (FRZ) with a dog in the rear seat. 

■ I departed this morning on a Special Flight Rules Area (SFRA) flight plan, and my intention was to main-

tain 1,400 feet until [laterally] clear of [Class] B airspace, which would keep me clear of the Flight Restrict-

ed Zone and all [Class] B airspace. At approximately 1,200 feet in my climb, my dog, which had been har-

nessed in the back seat, leapt into the front passenger seat. In doing so, he hit the dash, somehow manag-

ing to clear my flight plan out of my Garmin 430. He pulled my GDL 39 out of the cigarette lighter (my back-

up navigation), he knocked my tablet (also my backup navigation) onto the passenger side floor, and he 

ripped the microphone port of my headset out at the connector. I didn’t initially realize that had happened, 

and I could still hear the radio because the listening port was still plugged in. In trying to keep my dog off of 

the controls, and flipping the autopilot off to hand-fly, I inadvertently made a climbing turn to 2,200 feet and 

may have broken into Class B airspace. Upon recognizing this, I immediately descended and made my 

initial radio call to Potomac. At the time, I thought they had acknowledged my call, but in retrospect, I don’t 

think they did. A few minutes later as I was still trying to re-trim the airplane, Potomac was trying to reach 

me, and it was clear to me they couldn’t hear me. It was at this point that I realized my microphone port 

had been unplugged, and the cord was now wrapped around my 50 pound dog, which was dead weight on 

top of it. I finally freed the cord and made contact with Potomac. In doing so, my concentration was broken, 

and when I looked at my position, I was either in or very close to violating the FRZ. I immediately turned 

around and again made contact with Potomac. At this point forward I stayed clear of Bravo and the FRZ. 

HOLIDAY DINNER 2019 

 

A great group of revelers gathered on December 18th at Chevy Chase Country Club to celebrate together. 

After cocktails and a very nice buffet dinner, we heard from our President, Arthur Gunn, on the great strides 

our PAPA Scholarship Fund has made this year.   Through the great generosity of several large amount 

donors, and the hard work of Warren Bruhl to gather gifts for raffle prizes, we will be able to give more 

scholarships next spring.  

We especially appreciate our new members.  They are the life blood of any organization, especially when 

they become involved and share their time and talents with the group.  Chicago Executive Pilots Associa-

tion has been a force since the airport first became municipal—in the mid 80s. 

We wish for you all the happiest New Year with lots of flight time, safe travels, and more new licenses and 

ratings.   

 

EDITORS NOTE:  We need a photographer!   There should be           

pictures of revelers here for you to see, but no one took or shared      

photos with us.  Any volunteers?  At future events photographers    

would be very welcome. 

 

May 2020 be your best year yet! 



 

 

 

 

1005 S WOLF ROAD  SUITE 106 

WHEELING  IL  60090-6408  

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY 2020 

 


