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WHAT WE DID LAST MONTH 
 

 
Chicago Executive Pilots’ Association members held 
their monthly business meeting.  We discussed the up-
coming safety meetings, social events and elections.  
We planned our approach to many of the problems we 
have been addressing and continue to address.  Sev-
eral of our Board members attended a special meeting 
called by Charlie Priester to begin Master Planning. 
 
Several of our Chicago Executive Pilots’ members at-
tended the meeting of the Chicago Executive Airport 
Board. The active presence of our Pilots’ Association at 
the monthly CEA Board meetings is most valuable. We 
continue our strong commitment to providing a flow of 
information from the pilot community to the Airport 
Board and from them back to our pilot community.  
  
We continued our outreach to the community by offer-
ing to guide tours of the airport; to speak to interested 
groups; to take newcomers for their first ride in a light 
plane; and to discuss and explain our collective fascina-
tion with the art and science of aviation.  Our new pro-
gram offering introductory airplane rides to air traffic 
controllers, airport staff and elected officials is up and 
running. So many in that group have surprisingly not 
been up for a flight.  Lets change that. Take a first timer 
for a ride.  It’s good for all of us!     
 

We have new shirts with our new name and logo. Only 
$10.00.  We will bring them to meetings and events for 
purchase.   
 

Join us in making a commitment to excellence - in 
safety education, in representation of the CEA pilot 
population, in working for improvements at KPWK, and 
in providing scholarship opportunities for aviation stu-
dents. 
 

Our members fly for business and commercial pur-
poses, give flight instruction, take flight instruction for 
recurrent training and for new ratings, fly for breakfast, 
lunch and/or dinner, and just fly for fun.   
 

Did you fly this month? 

 
 
 

 

WHAT’S COMING UP FOR US 
 

We are continuing to work toward a 
self-serve fuel facility at PWK.  There 
hasn’t been any recent activity on the 
part of the CEA Board or Manager, 
but we have not walked away from 
this very serious item on our want list.   

 
Our next safety meeting—Lou 
Wipotnik speaking on Garmin 
Gotcha’s. on November 12th at 
the Crowne Plaza. 
 
That meeting is also the time 
for our annual 
election of officers 

and directors.  Consider giving a bit of 
your time to keep KPWK a good place 
(a better place?) for light aircraft own-
ers and operators to base their 
planes. 

 
On December 10th our Holiday 
Dinner!  A time for friendship and 
fun.  Good food and drink are the 
order of the day. Once again at the 
Palm Court with wonderful menu 
choices.   

CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOT’S ASSOCIATION  
FACEBOOK PAGE 

 
The Chicago Executive Pilots Association is pleased to 
announce their new Facebook page.  The page will be 
managed by Arthur Gunn. for members of CEPA.  The 
page will be used to update members in between news-
letters and for members to keep in contact with each 
other. Post items of interest to pilots anytime.  
 
With our recent name changes we had an inactive page.  
Now it is up and running and ready to go. Please request 
membership on the page or contact Arthur Gunn at 847-
962-9311 or Arthur@gunncpa.com. 

 



2014 0FFICERS & DIRECTORS  
 

PRESIDENT  Keith Miller  847-736-3045 
   Keith@RobertsHeating.com 
VICE PRESIDENT Jim Loerzel  847-220-7969 
   jloerzel@sbcglobal.net    
SECRETARY  Henry Fiorentini  847‐682‐4550 
   henry@panatechcomputer.com 
TREASURER  Ken Riesterer  847-456-1791 
   papa@pwkpilots.org 
DIRECTORS  Ed Chrzastowksi 847‐826‐5435 
   edwardc@cceng.net 
   Ray Dash  847-251-4281 
   raydash@comcast.net 
   Rogers Faden  847-312=8805 
   rogersfaden@comcast.net 
   Gene Haig  224-578-5066 
   gene.haig@gmail.com 
   Howard Levinson      847-480-1118 
   howdl@sbcglobal.net   
        

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP 
   Howard Levinson 847-480-1118 
   howdl@sbcglobal.net 
 

AWARDS/SCHOLARSHIP 
   Rob Sherman  847-870-0700 
   rob@robsherman.com  
 

BYLAWS/LEGAL Bob Hanaford    312-899-9020 
   rhanaford@hanafordlaw.com 
 

MEMBERSHIP  Ken Riesterer  847-456-1791 
   papa@pwkpilots.org 
 

SAFETY/PROGRAMS Gene Haig  224-578-5066 
   Gene.haig@gmail.com   
 

PUBLIC RELATIONS   Ed Chrzastowksi 847‐826‐5435 
   edwardc@cceng.net   
 

WEBMASTER  Jim Kwasek  847-465-8359  
   webmaster@pwkpilots.org 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
   Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1847   
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 
 

NEWSLETTER ADS Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 
   cd987rusty@aol.com 
 

FACEBOOK PAGE Arthur Gunn  847-962-9311 
   Arthur@gunncpa.com   
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The Chicago Executive Pilots’ Association Newsletter is published monthly  This organization was formed in 1986 as a forum for the users of Chicago 
Executive Airport  (formerly known as Palwaukee) and a means to act as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the 
governing body to the users.  Our mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal 
environment with the pilots, users and community.  Membership is open to any user of Chicago Executive Airport.  Membership dues are $30.00 annu-
ally and include a subscription to this newsletter. 
 

Letters to the Editor, Feedback, Concerns and Questions and any articles submitted for publication must be received by the 20th of the month, will be 
printed on a space available basis, and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content.  Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an email 
to 99mjm@sbcglobal.net.  Any files not electronically transmitted, please make prior arrangement with the editor. 
 

CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS’ ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER 
1005 S Wolf Road Suite 106 
Wheeling, IL  60090-6408 
 

PAPA EVENT SCHEDULE 2014 
 

All Board Meetings are held at Atlantic Aviation  
in the Conference Room at 7:00 pm 

               
 

October 6            BOARD/BUSINESS MTG 
 

November 3            BOARD/BUSINESS MTG 
 

November 12            ANNUAL MEETING and 
             ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
                                   SAFETY PRESENTATION 
             DR. GARMIN GOTCHA’S  
             ON YOUR 530/430 by 
             LOU WIPOTNIK  CFI 
    

December 2            BOARD/BUSINESS MTG 
 
 

December 10            HOLIDAY DINNER  
   PALM COURT 

 
PWK FUEL 
 

See PWKPILOTS.ORG for fuel 
price snapshot and for daily fuel 
prices visit www.100ll.com or 
airnav.com 
 
 

LOST AND FOUND 
 
An aircraft power tug was found left near the NE Tee's 
pilot lounge. If you are missing a power tug please 
contact the airport office 847-537-2580 or Keith Miller 
847-736-3045. 
 

Nominating Committee 
 

The committee – Chairman John Doerner, Robert 
Hanaford and Guru Prasad are continuing their 
work on a slate of Officers and Directors for the 
2015 and 2016 term years.  We will be electing 4 
Officers to serve for a 2 year term; President, 
Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. We will 
also be electing 4 Directors, and our out- 
going President automatically becomes the 5th 
Director making a 9 person Board. Directors will 
serve for 1 year term. 
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 PAPA Scholarship & Safety Foundation Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 
Atlantic Aviation Board Room, CEA, Tuesday 9/2/2014 

 
Meeting called to order 7:01pm by Chairman Miller. Present were Loerzel, Riesterer, Fiorentini, Dash, Haig, 
Faden, Sherman, Levinson and Chrzastowksi.  Also Doerner, Hanaford, Monaco, Prasad and DeJoris. 
 
Approval of minutes Motion approved by Faden, second by Dash, unanimously approved 
  
Treasurer's Report Riesterer reported $17,296.00 in scholarship fund. 
 
Committee chair report Sherman advised he would step down or stay as chairman. 
 
Faden motioned to adjourn, Loerzel second, Unanimously approved 7:13pm 
 

CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS’ ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 
 
CALL TO ORDER The meeting was called to order at 7:13pm by President Keith Miller.  Present were Loerzel, 
Riesterer, Fiorentini, Dash, Haig, Faden, Levinson and Chrzastowksi.  Also Doerner, Hanaford, Monaco, 
Prasad and DeJoris. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES     _________/Loerzel Passed 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT   Bank Balance: $9,152.90 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS   
 

ASN/ATC/Corporate — Levinson:  discussion on SSAF and new Planning at CEA 
 

Bylaws/Legal – Hanaford: received no responses to email to Board  Motion Fiorentini/ Levinson to accept  
electronic voting if such voting response is unanimous. Passed 
Hanaford to modify Bylaws or Procedures to make it so. 
 

Newsletter Editor – Monaco:  problem of non response to content questions.  Motion Fiorentini/___________ 
the editor is empowered to make newsletter decisions at their discretion. Passed 
 

Membership – Riesterer:   126 members total  
 

Safety and Programs – Haig:  Safety meeting is going along nicely, reservations are made, will work on trans-
portation with Faden 
 

Public Relations – Chrzatowski  10% discount from Signature, 10% from Allgauers.  Riesterer passed out 
membership cards 
 

OLD BUSINESS   Facebook page.  Arthur Gunn joins us to take charge of page 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Flag now beautifully framed. 
EAA letter says that we aren’t in complete accord with Eagles guidelines. Keith will follow up to find out what 
wording is acceptable.  Henry to make suggestions 
Display board updated with young eagles poster. We need pictures of kids! 
Magnetic stickers for the Hangars.  John is awaiting delivery. CEPA will send out an email informing them that 
we will deliver their magnet to their T-Hangar door, shortly. Motion that we publish Ray’s letter, unanimously 
approved 
SSAF at PWK, Jim was not allowed to speak. But they did suggest that we talk, so we want to consider inviting 
them to speak to us. 
 

ADJOURNMENT    The meeting was adjourned by consensus at   9:01 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, Henry Fiorentini, Secretary 
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE PILOTS’ FLY MARKET 

Classified Ads 
 

FREE TO MEMBERS 
 

AIRCRAFT PARTNERSHIP AVAILABLE 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
For Sale 1/4 share of 1976 Cessna 172 M  

Skyhawk $12000  160 HP TT 5554 SMOH 1530 
Annual 6-13 Transponder & Radios 2012.  
Hangar in NE T's PWK  Always hangared.  

Well maintained. Very good interior and good paint. 
The Airplane has 12K in engine rebuild fund. 

 
   RUSTY  847-910-2789 or cd987rusty@aol.com 
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 OUR SEPTEMBER SAFETY MEETING WAS A BIG HIT   
  

  

 
 
 
 

 
 

TAILDRAGGERS UNLIMITED 
Have you always wanted to fly a taildragger? 

Or do you want to renew your proficiency in one? 

Just 40 minutes or less north of KPWK a new school with seasoned CFI’s      
is ready to train you in the best of stick and rudder flying. 

Fly a Citabria at Kenosha Airport and learn to love it.  Packages available. 

SEE WWW.TAILDRAGGERSUNLIMITED,COM OR CALL 262-842-3900 

 

         
       

Gordon Penner taught us all a thing 
or two last month. There were ap-
proximately 75 pilots present for 
this great evening and you could 
have heard a pin drop.  We were all  
entertained and educated. 
 
One of the most pointed pieces of 
Gordon’s lesson was on a old fa-
vorite—”Seat of the Pants” flying.  
His take on it was referred to as 
“Butt Cheek” time.  The ball, the 
string on the windscreen, all take a 
back seat to the sensor in your bot-
tom when you are in a uncoordi-
nated turn.  Pressure or weight dif-
ferent on the right than the left—
something is not right. 
 
We are posting his power point 
presentation on the website 
(www.pwkpilots.org) for those who 
were unfortunate enough to miss 
the live show.   
 
Only one more safety presentation 
this calendar year.  Mark your cal-
endar to catch Lou Wipotnik on 
Garmin Gotcha’s.  Should be fun.  
Many years ago we had Director 
and Past President Ray Dash pre-
sent a program on GPS.  Now 
we’ve all had time to see and use 
one of these great gadgets, and we 
should know how they could get us. Gene Haig Safety & Program Chair and Gordon Penner Speaker at the meeting. 
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Fuel management errors continue to account for a significant percentage of the General Aviation forced landing inci-
dents reported to ASRS. However, since fuel exhaustion and fuel starvation events often result in significant aircraft 
damage and personal injury, an even greater number of fuel management errors result in NTSB accident reports.  
 
The following ASRS reports offer sobering lessons from pilots who have “been there, done that” and, fortunately, 
survived to share their experiences. Top off your fuel management wisdom by learning from these fuel manage-
ment mishaps. 

In a Position to Fail 

This Twin Piper pilot learned that “close” is not good enough when it comes to positioning fuel tank selector 

switches. 

■ While flying solo on an IFR flight plan in a rental Twin Piper approximately 20 nautical miles to the east of my des-
tination, I was cleared to descend from 8,000 feet to 6,000 feet. At this time I was in IMC with light rain. As part of 
routine pre-landing checks, I switched both left and right tanks from Auxiliary to Main. As I was reaching 6,000 
feet, the right engine started to run rough for a few seconds and subsequently failed.  
 
Since I was in the landing phase of the flight, there was no time to complete the “cause check” procedure. When 
ATC asked me to maintain altitude, I responded, “Unable” and explained that I was on one engine only. At this time 
I was in VMC. I squawked 7700, declared an emergency, and requested vectors to the nearest airport. ATC vec-
tored me to a nearby field, advised that I could land on any runway, and switched me to Tower frequency. Tower 
immediately cleared me to land. I maintained a safe airspeed, lowered the landing gear and flaps, and landed…
uneventfully.  
 
Next day, I found that although the fuel selector had been set to the Main position, the engine was still drawing fuel 
from the auxiliary tank which had eventually emptied and led the engine to fail due to fuel starvation. Apparently 
the fuel selector valve had not been positioned completely in its detent position (close, but had not “clicked”). This 
incident was a good lesson learned and I have become more alert and diligent to ensure the fuel selector valves are 
properly positioned when using them to switch between tanks.  

An Inconvenient Truth 

A faulty recollection of the last flight influenced this C180 pilot’s optimistic interpretation of the aircraft’s fuel 
gauges. Although somewhat inconvenient, visually checking the fuel tanks could have prevented an even more 
“inconvenient” forced landing.  

■ The engine quit for (at the time) unknown reasons. I turned toward lower terrain while slowing to best glide 
speed. The area was mountainous with thick timber and mixed clear cuts, none suitable for landing. About five 
miles west, I chose a pasture and made a forced landing with no aircraft damage or personal injury. wish I could 
remember whether I physically LOOKED at the fuel valves as I took the runway or whether I just mentally checked 
off “good to go” for that system. I hope it was the latter. I can’t imagine that actually “seeing” both valves horizon-
tal wouldn’t have rung my bells.  
 
My take-away from the affair is not a new one for me or for any airman. Look AND think about each checklist item, 
especially the potential killers. 
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A Self-Induced Surprise  

After inadvertently switching both tanks “OFF,” a Light Sport Aircraft pilot was fortunate to have plenty of runway re-

maining when the engine quit less than 200 feet in the air.  

■ Having very recently completed my CFI renewal, BFR and Light-Sport Aircraft checkout at an FBO, this was to be my 

first solo flight in about a decade. Because of these circumstances, I was being very deliberate and careful in every-

thing I did. The aircraft was the same one that I had flown for my BFR the week before. I had noted that the aircraft 

had a rather complex fuel system for a simple high-wing aircraft. It featured both engine-driven and electric fuel boost 

pumps and an independent fuel shutoff valve for each wing tank located on the respective windshield pillars. According 

to the checklist, the valves (small “batwing” types) are “OFF” at engine stop and, obviously, “ON” for flight operations. 

Additionally, the engine back-feeds surplus fuel to the right tank only, which introduces fuel management issues…. I 

had noted to friends that this seemed a bit complex for an LSA-class pilot and aircraft, but obviously (I thought to my-

self), not for ME.  

 

On preflight I noted by visual check that the left tank was full and the right, brim-full. Since I knew that any excess 

returned to the full right tank would simply spill out the overflow tube, I started to think about “managing” that envi-

ronmental issue. So after startup, I positioned the selector valves to draw off the right tank only during taxi and run-

up. Because I had noted that there were no fuel tank items on the Before Takeoff checklist, I would have to remember 

to recheck/reconfigure the fuel selectors. After more than 50 years in aviation I thought I could remember to do this, 

and I did, just before taking the runway. With that mentally checked off, I rechecked the other items (flaps and trim, 

engine gauges) as I lined up.  

 

The [aircraft] leapt off the ground in a few hundred feet. Somewhere between 100 and 200 feet, the engine sputtered 

and quit. After a fraction of a second of disbelief, having never had a complete power failure before (let alone on take-

off), I dumped the nose and landed uneventfully well before the first turnoff.  

 

As I rolled out I wondered, “Why?” There was no mixture control or carb heat on this engine, the Aux Fuel pump was 

on, and I knew I had checked and reset the fuel selectors. I looked at each windshield pillar and noted with satisfaction 

they were both similarly positioned. Then to my astonishment I processed what I was seeing; they were both “OFF”! I 

turned them back on, turned the key and the engine was running again….  

 

It was obvious “what” had happened, but it took about two hours after the flight for me to suddenly realize “how.” As I 

ran back through my thought processes at run-up, I realized that because all my thinking about the fuel situation was 

focused on the right tank, when the time came to reconfigure, I moved the “RIGHT” (wrong!) fuel selector, which of 

course had been “ON” to burn some excess fuel while the left was “OFF.” I turned the right tank “OFF” because my 

brain had become fixated on changing the right tank, rather than on both tanks “ON.’” While I’m hardly surprised that 

I could make a mistake, I was astonished that I could make THIS one.  

 

I fully understood the fuel system and its selectors. While it is a bit complex for a simple aircraft, and in some respects 

the system design helped me make this mistake, I’ve logged substantial flight time in…many other aircraft with more 

complex fuel systems than this one, and never had a single self-induced fuel system surprise. Nor was I rushed or 

over-confident on this occasion. I wish I could remember whether I physically LOOKED at the fuel valves as I took the 

runway or whether I just mentally checked off “good to go” for that system. I hope it was the latter. I can’t imagine 

that actually “seeing” both valves horizontal wouldn’t have rung my bells.  

 

My take-away from the affair is not a new one for me or for any airman. Look AND think about each checklist item, 

especially the potential killers.  



 
 

 

 
1005 S WOLF ROAD  SUITE 106 
WHEELING  IL  60090-6408 
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CHICAGO EXECUTIVE 
PILOTS’ ASSOCIATION 

 

 

NOVEMBER 12 
Crowne Plaza Hotel 

 
ANNUAL MEETING AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

 
LOU WIPOTNIK ON GARMIN GOTCHAS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 10 
Palm Court Restaurant 

 
HOLIDAY DINNER 

 
CELEBRATE THE SEASON 

ON A STARLIT NIGHT 


