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Illinois Airports Recognized by IDOT's 

Division of Aeronautics for  
Outstanding Service 

 
Illinois Transportation Secretary Ann Schneider today 
congratulated the "2013 Airport of the Year" award recipi-
ents.  Eight Illinois airports were recognized at the Illinois 
Aviation Conference, held in Moline earlier this week, for 
their accomplishments throughout the year, including an 
outstanding partnership with the state of Illinois and their 
commitment to customer satisfaction.  
     
The Division recognizes airports in the following 7  
categories:    
 
 Primary Airports — Airports with annual enplane-
ments of 10,000 or more passengers. 
 Reliever Airports — Airports primarily designed to 
serve General and Corporate Aviation in large metropoli-
tan areas, such as Chicago and St. Louis. 
 General Aviation Airports - Category A — Airports 
which accommodate aircraft needing more than 6,000 
feet of runway length.        
 General Aviation Airports - Category B — Airports im-
portant to the aviation system serving aircraft requiring 
6,000 or less feet of runway. 
 Private - Open to the Public Airports  -  Airports that 
are privately owned and don't rely on federal or state 
funds to operate.  These airports have to meet the same 
safety requirements as publicly owned airports. 
 Heliports (Two this year, a rooftop and a ground)  -  
All categories including: Public and Private Use Heliports, 
Hospital Heliports, and RLA Heliports. 
 Restaurant of the Year 

This year's awards recipients are as follows:    
 Chicago Rockford International Airport (Rockford, 
IL) - "Primary Airport of the Year" 
 Chicago Executive Airport (Wheeling & Pros-
pect Heights, IL) - "Reliever of the Year" 
 DeKalb Taylor Municipal Airport (DeKalb, IL) - 
"General Aviation - Category 'A' Airport of the Year" 
 Illinois Valley Regional Airport (Peru, IL) - 
"General Aviation - Category 'B' Airport of the Year" 
 Percival Springs (Watson, IL) - "Private - Open to 
the Public Airport of the Year" 
 St. Mary's Good Samaritan Regional Health Cen-
ter (Mt. Vernon, IL) - "Heliport of the Year - Ground 
Facility" 
 St. John's Hospital (Springfield, IL) - "Heliport of 
the Year - Rooftop Facility" 
 The Flight Deck Bar and Grill (located at the Ro-
chelle Municipal Airport) - "Five Prop -  On-Airport 
Restaurant of the Year"  

 

 
IL AVIATION HALL OF FAME   

2013 INDUCTEES 
 

The Illinois Aviation Hall of Fame Banquet and 
Awards Presentation was held on Thursday May 15, 
2013. 
 
Each year the Illinois Aviation Hall of Fame commit-
tee selects outstanding individuals to enter into the 
Illinois Aviation Hall of Fame.  
 
The five new inductees for 2013 included: 

 

TOM CLEVELAND 
 

MAX FIREBAUGH 
 

WALT KESSLER 
 

JOHN REINING 
 

JOHN (JACK) SHERIDAN  -  PAPA Member  
 

 
 



2013 0FFICERS & DIRECTORS  
 

PRESIDENT  Keith Miller  847-736-3045 
   Keith@RobertsHeating.com 
VICE PRESIDENT Jim Leorzel  847-220-7969 
   jloerzel@sbcglobal.net 
SECRETARY  Mike Schab  312-927-4823 
   Mschab@gmail.com 
TREASURER  Ken Riesterer  847-456-1791 
   papa@pwkpilots.org 
DIRECTORS  Jim Kwasek  800-901-0730
          info@ChicagoExecutiveFlightSchool.com 
   Howard Levinson      847-480-1118 
   howdl@sbcglobal.net 
   Chris Pesche  847-815-3241 
   saratogacopilot1@gmail.com 
   Gene Haig  224-578-5066 
   gene.haig@gmail.com 
   Rob Sherman  847-870-0700 
   rob@robsherman.com 
 
       

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP 
   Howard Levinson 847-480-1118 
   howdl@sbcglobal.net 
AWARDS/SCHOLARSHIP 
   Mike Schab  312-927-4823 
   Mschab@gmail.com   
BYLAWS/LEGAL 
   Bob Hanaford    312-899-9020 
   rhanaford@hanafordlaw.com 
MEMBERSHIP 
   Ken Riesterer  847-456-1791 
   papa@pwkpilots.org 
SAFETY/PROGRAMS  
   Gene Haig  224-578-5066 
   Gene.haig@gmail.com   
PUBLIC RELATIONS 
   Mike Schab  312-927-4823
   Mschab@gmail.com 
WEBMASTER 
   Jim Kwasek    847-322-7117  
   webmaster@pwkpilots.org 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
   Madeleine Monaco   847-431-1947   
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 
NEWSLETTER ADS 
   Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 
   cd987rusty@aol.com 
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PAPA SEZ is published monthly by PAPA At  Chicago Executive.  PAPA was formed in 1986 as a forum for the users of Chicago Executive Airport  
(formerly known as Palwaukee) and a means to act as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the governing body to 
the users.  PAPA’s mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment 
with the pilots, users and community.  Membership in PAPA is open to any user of Chicago Executive Airport.  Membership dues are $30.00 annually 
and include a subscription to PAPA SEZ. 
 
Letters to the Editor, Feedback, Concerns and Questions and any articles submitted for publication must be received by the 15th of the month, will be 
printed on a space available basis, and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content.  Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an 
email to 99mjm@sbcglobal.net.  Any files not electronically transmitted, please make prior arrangement with the editor. 
 
PAPA SEZ 
1005 S Wolf Road Suite 106 
Wheeling, IL  60090-6408 
 

PAPA EVENT SCHEDULE 
 

All Board Meetings are held at Atlantic Aviation  
in the Conference Room at 7:00 pm 

 
 

JUNE    3 Board Meeting  
JUNE    19 Safety Meeting 
    Brad Whittsitt       
    XWIND Science + Art 

JULY                       1             Board Meeting 

JULY                       17           Annual Picnic   
                                                          Scholarship Awards 

AUGUST                 5             Board Meeting 

SEPTEMBER          9             Board Meeting 

SEPTEMBER         18            Safety Meeting 
                                                          Jason Unger  1000 + 3 
                                                          LETS FLY THE GAP 
OCTOBER              7             Board Meeting  
NOVEMBER           4             Board Meeting       
NOVEMBER           13           Annual General Meeting 
                                            and Election  John Hoff 
                                                          Pilots Bill of Rights           
DECEMBER            2            Board Meeting           

DECEMBER               18           Holiday Dinner 
 

FLY INS, FLYOUTS, SOCIAL EVENTS  
AND A GOLF OUTING TO BE SCHEDULED 

  
                                  
 
 

NEW PAPA MEMBERS IN MARCH 
 

None—bring a guest to the NEXT meeting!!!! 
 
 
 

PWK FUEL 
 
 

See PWKPILOTS.ORG for fuel price snapshot and for 
daily fuel prices visit www.100ll.com or airnav.com 
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 PAPA SAFETY AND SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION & 

PAPA AT CHICAGO EXECUTIVE 
MINUTES OF May 6, 2013      

PAPA Safety and Scholarship Foundation 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:04pm by Keith Miller.  
 
Ken Riesterer, Keith Miller, Gene Haig, John Doerner, Jim Loerzel, Jim Kwasek, Mike Schab 
 
Approval of minutes Passed Haig 
 
Treasurers report - Riesterer:  $24,035.66. 1 check outstanding payable to Kevin Grandberry, delivered but not cashed. 
 
Scholarship applications were passed out to board. 1 week to send out outline, and one week to get returned by deadline. 
 
Petersen Survey - Ken adjusted all PAPA information to be up to date. 
 
Adjourned 7:13pm 
 
 

PAPA AT CHICAGO EXECUTIVE 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:14pm by Keith Miller. 
 
Approval of minutes Passed  
 
Treasurers report - Riesterer  
$8,602.38 
 
Committee reports 
ASN/ATC: Levinson not present 
Membership: 148 members, no new members 
Newsletter - Monaco not present 
Safety and Programs:  Xwing - Eagle Creek - Presentation and Hotel is all set. Contract not done, reservation is in.  
Social Events - Prasad/Pesche  
Public Relations - Nothing to report 
Webmaster - Nothing new to report 
 
PAPA Picnic - Budget at  $1272.25 plus tax $127.75 = $1400  
2 days before is all the time we need to prepare it  - Rob Sherman.  Motion passed... 
 
Old Business 
April 17 Safety Meeting 
Corporate Board Minutes - Keith to put together minutes to put in a book 
Facebook - Picnic and Scholarships to be put on there 
 
New Business 
Prospect Heights July 4th Parade:  Airplane Float - Schab and Stevens volunteered 
AOPA - the JAY - Suggestion of Flight Simulator to value add to membership - Haig 
AV Chicago: Former PAPA member Ed Gomboz will be donating an used Audio System to PAPA 
 
Next Meeting Monday June 3 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 8:31pm 
 
Secretary Mike Schab 
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It ’s time to take the mystery  

out of your aircraft maintenance  
 

 
Get your hands dirty with  

Galt Airport’s owner-assisted 
maintenance program. Learn 
your airplane, save money, 
 and become a safer pilot.  

 
  Annuals flat-rated at $450  
 $72/hr shop rate  
 Free rides to/from PWK  

 
Come try the best general aviation shop in  

Chicagoland.  
Contact Brian at (815) 648-2642 to schedule  
or email maintenance@onezerocharlie.com  

 
 
 

 
 
 

w w w . g a l t a i r p o r t . n e t  

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 



PAPA SEZ   June  2013  page 6 

Unprofessional Airmanship Redefined 

Remember when we called those two Northwest Airlines pilots who missed Minneapolis 
a few years back unprofessional because they were playing on their laptops instead of 
flying? We poked fun at them of course and well, no one was hurt … except for the 
pride of these two supposed professional aviators. But maybe we should have been 
tougher on them. 
 
We talk a lot about professionalism these days, mostly because us old guys think many 
of the younger folks coming up the line don’t understand the meaning of the word. Per-
haps they don’t because we’ve never taken the time to explain it … literally. I guess 
most of us never thought we needed to, but now I’m convinced that there are pilots 
jumping into some pretty large airplanes that seem completely unaware of their role as 
professional aviators. 
 
Case in point is the Air India A321 on a recent flight between Bangkok and Delhi in 
which the two pilots actually left the cockpit of the aircraft within moments of each 
other at FL330, leaving command of the airliner in the hands of two non-pilot flight at-
tendants. The pilots were both out of the cockpit for almost 40 minutes before one of 
the young ladies turned off the autopilot inadvertently and sent the two licensed avia-
tors scurrying back up front. The two pilots as well as the two flight attendants were 
later suspended from work for their actions. None of the passengers knew what had 
happened until they read it in the newspapers. 
 
To call this act unsafe is utterly too simplistic. 
 
Despite the fact that most aviation accidents today are caused by pilot error, we’ve ap-
parently reached a new low in professional pilot stupidity. What could possibly possess 
two high-time pilots to think that getting up mid-flight and leaving the fate of the 166 
aboard to the two female seat monitors who were not even pilots was OK? My guess is 
this was not the first stupid decision these two made and more importantly, profession-
alism has nothing to do with the size of the aircraft someone flies. 
 
Professionalism is a way of thinking about your work. Professionals don’t just under-
stand the tasks they’re being paid to complete, they understand how all the pieces of 
everything in their profession fit together … and why. A professional (at least to me) 
understands the subtleties that produce a near perfect product or experience, whether 
that’s installing new carpeting in a home — clean up after yourselves and make sure 
everything fits before you leave — or flying an airplane near Virga — slow the airplane 
before you get too close since significant turbulence is highly probable. And profession-
als wear their label proudly because they don’t need someone to tell them what to 
study next or what rule to follow. They care enough to dive into their careers and learn 
because they want to be the best. 
 
It’s not a surprise to me any longer that young workers require more precise instruc-
tions than we did growing up. I’ve seen it in my graduate students at Northwestern too. 
But why? Where did we fail them? 
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Is this need to hold their hands and to be told what to do and what not to do simply 
fallout from too much technology or is it decades of lousy, indulgent parenting skills 
coming back to roost? 
 
How can we possibly be training aviators who know only enough to take orders? Maybe 
this is just about Air India, although I doubt it. I also doubt there is anything in the Air 
India cruise checklist cautioning pilots to, “Be certain at least one pilot remains on the 
flight deck at all times.” But do they really need that spelled out for them … liter-
ally? How can an airline or any aviation organization possibly compete in the world 
when employees think anything and everything is OK if there’s no specific rule against 
it? 
 
If I ran a flight school training pilots today, I’d certainly want to have a chat about this 
incident, although the fact that we even need to have a chat about something like this 
simply belies the judgment we expect certificated aviators to display by the time they 
take a checkride. But of course, there is no checkbox on the flight test that says, “Pilot 
displays professional attitude in variety of situations.” Then what’s next … a rule that 
says, “Don’t crash the airplane before landing at the destination,” or ” you REALLY ARE 
responsible for all the people in back of the airplane so don’t screw up,” wink, wink? 
 
Tell you one thing … you’d never get me on an Air India airplane … ever. 
Somebody please tell me this is all just a bad dream. 
 
Rob Mark, Publisher 
Jetwhine 
 
Reprinted from Jetwhine.com, the blog of aviation buzz and bold opinion. Jetwhine is the brainchild 
of PAPA member Rob Mark. A subscription is free. Just visit the blog at Jetwhine.com. 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL IS NOW DUE. 
 

You should have received a bill and survey via regular mail.   
Please mail in your payment to  

1005 S Wolf Rd Ste 106, Wheeling, IL  60090  
or renew on-line via PayPal 

at www.pwkpilots.org   
under Member Services tab.   

Thank you!    



 

Have you ever met a crosswind you could not handle ?   
   

To be sure you don't, please  join us to learn from someone who really 
has the training solution that can enable you to handle them all ! 

 
He is Brad Whitsitt  CFI  MEI  ATP  

Citation rated and President of XWIND LLC,  
a partner with Redbird Flight Simulators. 

 
For sure there will be a crosswind on  

 

Wednesday June 19 at 7 pm  
at the Crowne Plaza.   

 
See /hear how we handle it !  

 
 

 

 
1005 S WOLF ROAD  SUITE 106 
WHEELING  IL  60090-6408 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    


