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Air Traffic Control Weather Reporting Duties 
 By Robert Hanaford   ByLaws and Legal Chair 
 
Weather conditions are one of the most important factors 
related to safe flight. Proper flight planning and the Federal 
Aviation Regulations require that a pilot become familiar 
with weather conditions concerning the flight. Air Traffic 
Control (ATC) is one source of weather information 
 

The recent Federal District Court case entitled Peggy Le-
Grande v. United States is summarized in this article and is 
significant because it provides an overview of the duty 
owed by ATC with regard to weather reporting. Peggy Le-
Grande was a flight attendant on Southwest Airline Flight 
2745 who was injured when severe turbulence was en-
countered en route from Cleveland to Chicago. She sued 
the United States claiming ATC failed to warn the pilots that 
severe turbulence was forecasted. Below is a brief sum-
mary of weather information from the FARs and as stated 
in the LeGrande case with the omission of quotations. 
 
A Weather Reporting Summary from the FARs-CWAs, 
MISs and PIREPS 
 

The FAA and the National Weather Service (NWS) have an 
inter-agency agreement where the NWS has Center 
Weather Service Units (CWSU) at FAA centers. Meteorolo-
gists at the centers provide weather information for ATC in 
various forms, including a Central Weather Advisory (CWA) 
and Meteorological Impact Statement (MIS). In addition, 
Pilot Reports (PIREPS) are used by the FAA though based 
on weather information received from pilots. Generally, a 
CWA is an aviation weather warning involving AIRMETs 
(include moderate icing, moderate turbulence and sus-
tained winds of 30 knots or more at the surface) and SIG-
METs (include severe icing and turbulence). An MIS relates 
to conditions that expected to begin within 4 to 12 hours 
which may affect the flow of traffic in a particular center's 
area. The MIS is for ATC planning purposes only while the 
CWA is created for dissemination to pilots. 
 

Upon receipt of a CWA from the NWS meteorologist, ATC 
will make a one-time broadcast of the information received 
and advise that further information can be obtained through 
HIWAS or a Flight Service Station. PIREPs are put into the 
ATC computer and broadcast over relevant controller fre-
quencies and disseminated throughout the aviation weather 
system to airlines and pilots and available on the internet. 
The Cleveland Center, for instance, receives hundreds to 
thousands of PIREPs every day. A PIREP is considered 
useful for about 30 to 60 minutes, unless pilots continue to 
report the same condition in the same location. 
 
………………………………..article continues on page 3 

 WHAT PAPA DID IN JULY 
 
PAPA members met on July 12th for the regular monthly 
Board meeting.  We  conducted our regular business and 
we discussed plans for the rest of the year. New volunteers 
are welcome.  You could help!!!  We will offer a prize to the 
member who brings the most NEW members to sign up at 
the picnic. 
 

PAPA members attended the July meeting of the Chicago 
Executive Airport Board.  We maintain our commitment to 
providing a flow of information from the pilot community to 
the Chicago Executive Board and from them back to the 
pilot community. 
 

PAPA At Chicago Executive vote to donate 2000 bags of 
potato chips to the CEA Open House.  We made other 
preparations for the booth at this year’s Open House.   
Supplies were prepared and the schedule was set for    
volunteers to work the booth.   
 

Unfortunately, the airport was again subjected to a deluge 
of rain, as it was last year—this time the highest total of rain 
in recorded history for Chicago area.  This time the event 
was cancelled to protect the attendees from the dangers of 
thunderstorm. 
 

Come along when we fly on a Saturday or Sunday. Or join 
in with Chicago Executive Flight School for a free ground 
school session or a fly out for fun (and food). 
 

Our annual summer picnic will be held this month on the 
24th in Hangar 13. Join us. Our members are free  Guests 
are welcome for a small fee. 
 

Our Scholarship Foundation has granted two scholarships 
this year.  The winner of the Gene Badal Memorial Scholar-
ship is Steven Bunde who will use it to obtain his Multi In-
structor rating.  For the college aviation scholarship we 
have Anthony Lawler who is studying in Illinois for his   
aviation degree. We hope to introduce them to you at our 
August hangar picnic. We will offer a prize to the member 
who brings the most NEW members to sign up at our     
annual picnic. 
 

Join us in making a commitment to excellence - in safety 
education, in representation of the pilot population, in work-
ing for improvements at PWK, and in providing scholarship 
opportunities for worthy aviation students. 
 

PAPA members fly for business and commercial purposes, 
give flight instruction, take flight instruction for recurrent 
training and for new ratings, fly for breakfast, lunch and/or 
dinner, and just fly for fun.    
 
Did you fly this month? 
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PAPA SEZ is published monthly by PAPA At  Chicago Executive.  PAPA was formed in 1986 as a forum for the users of Chicago Executive Airport  
(formerly known as Palwaukee) and a means to act as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the governing body to 
the users.  PAPA’s mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment 
with the pilots, users and community.  Membership in PAPA is open to any user of Chicago Executive Airport.  Membership dues are $30.00 annually 
and include a subscription to PAPA SEZ. 
 
Letters to the Editor, Feedback, Concerns and Questions and any articles submitted for publication must be received by the 15th of the month, will be 
printed on a space available basis, and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content.  Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an 
email to 99mjm@sbcglobal.net.  Any files not electronically transmitted, please make prior arrangement with the editor. 
 
PAPA SEZ 
1005 S Wolf Road Suite 106 
Wheeling, IL  60090-6408 
 

PAPA 2011 EVENT SCHEDULE 
 

All Board Meetings are held at Atlantic Aviation  
in the Conference Room at 7:00 pm 

NOW ON TUESDAY NIGHTS EACH MONTH 
 
AUGUST  9 Board Meeting 
   17 AIRPORT BD MTG 
   24 Members Hangar Picnic 
   30 PACE MTG 
 

SEPTEMBER 13 Board Meeting 
   21 AIRPORT BD MTG 
   28 General Safety Meeting 
   27 PACE MTG 
 

OCTOBER  11 Board Meeting 
   19 AIRPORT BD MTG 
   25 PACEMTG 
 

NOVEMBER  1 Board Meeting 
   16 AIRPORT BD MTG 
   16 Annual General Safety 
   Meeting & Election 
   29 PACE MTG  
 

DECEMBER  6 Board Meeting 
   14 PAPA Holiday Party 
   17 Toy Drop 
   21 AIRPORT BD MTG 

 
 
 

             MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 

                   New Member in June 
 

                     Richard Spiess 
 

How about bringing a new member  
to the Hangar Party 
August 24th  6 pm? 

 
Hangar 13 

Behind 1098 Milwaukee Ave 
6 pm   August 24th                 
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Minutes of the Papa Scholarship and Safety Foundation July 12, 2011 
 

CALL TO ORDER  Jim Kwasek, President, called the meeting to order at 19:56. Present: Donna Turek  Madeleine 
Monaco, Barry Axelrod, Ken Riesterer, Howard Levinson, John Doerner, Marty Kramer, Rusty Stevens Chris Pesche, 
Steve Bunde  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  Minutes from the June Board meeting approved with no changes. 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT   $27563.94 balance  2.5% increase over last year $1205 donations received 
Chair Report—Donna Turek  A. Lawler wins, will be contacted, will send other applicants encouraging letters to ask them 
to apply again, and will give a time limit of July 25, 2011 to respond to acceptance form. Then the second person will be 
given a chance.    

ADJOURNMENT Meeting adjourned at 20:05 
 

MINUTES PAPA at CHICAGO EXECUTIVE AIRPORT BOARD MEETINGJuly 12, 2011 
 

CALL TO ORDER Jim Kwasek,  President, called the meeting to order at 1907 Present:, Madeleine Monaco, Ken        
Riesterer, Howard Levinson, Steve Bunde, Marty Kramer Barry Axelrod, Rusty Stevens, John Doerner, Chris Pesche,  
 

Treasurer’s Report – Riesterer. Reports were submitted and reviewed by Treasurer Riesterer.  Total assets as of June 
30, 2011 are $12458.03 balance in account. Discussion around expenses. Averaging about $100.00 weekly. Projected 
income vs. expenses. Revisit income and expenses in August. 
 

By-Laws/Legal- Hanaford. Via E-mail working on an upcoming newsletter article, not present. 
 

Membership – Riesterer. Report submitted indicating 121 paid thru June 30. One new member this month.  
 

Safety/Programs-Pesche Aircraft Propeller Services will do Presentation September 28th. 
  
OLD BUSINESS 
 

T-Hanger Cmte Update – Doerner – Some damage to T hangers and Signatures roof damage. 
 

Maintenance survey:  50 respondents …one comment. Questioning the affordability of maintenance at KPWK. Hoping arti-
cle will spur interest and concern among CEA commissioners. Levinson expressed concern about our attendance at CEA 
BOD meetings. The 3rd Wednesday of the month starting at 6PM the meeting is held in the airport office. 

 

2011 safety programs are set up started talking about  2012 programs.     
 

Corp Docs. No progress since last month. 
 

Picnic. Planning hanger secured 
 

Badal scholarship results. Steve Bunde has won the scholarship will be training at Skill aviation. Here at KPWK. 
 
NEW BUSINESS Barry Axelrod Promotion idea regarding the name Chicago Executive Apt. spoke about changing charts.  
 

ADJOURNMENT Meeting adjourned at 1956. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  Rusty Stevens 7-12-11 

 

ATC Weather, continued 
ATC's Duty to Disseminate Certain Weather Information 
 

FAA controllers are under a legal obligation to exercise reasonable care to aircraft, passengers, crews and cargoes. The 
controller's duties are concurrent with the pilot's duty of care. Without getting into great detail, the duty of the controller is 
determined based upon the information he knows or should know. For instance, a controller who was aware of high alti-
tude parachutists was obligated to warn pilots in the area. Controllers are required to give all information and warnings re-
quired by their manuals. The ATC Handbook involved in this case stated that the primary purpose of the ATC system is to 
prevent a collision between aircraft in the system and organize and expedite the flow of traffic. Controllers are required to 
provide lower priority services such as weather broadcasts depending on their workload. Controllers are required to be-
come familiar with pertinent weather information and shall advise pilots of hazardous weather that may impact operations 
within 150 nm of their area of jurisdiction. 
 

In the LaGrande case, the court found that the controllers met their duty to provide weather information to Flight 2745 
since there was no evidence they knew or should have known of severe turbulence in Flight 2745's path. The PIREPs con-
cerning severe turbulence were after the incident. Had the controllers had the PIREPs before and failed to disseminate the 
information, then the result may have been different. Also, the court noted that all the relevant information was available to 
Southwest Airline's dispatcher. 
 

When it comes to weather, use all available sources of information, including ATC, FSS and the internet; but be aware and 
be prepared because mistakes, though rare, do occur. 

Robert H. Hanaford   312-899-9020 
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LIVE ATC—FROM PWK 
 

   Listen to LiveATC.net  - tower communications from      
   Chicago Executive Airport .  You can now listen to  
   clearance delivery, ground and tower communications  
   on LiveATC.net or via the Live ATC iPhone App.   
 

   More information can be found at: 
   http://www.myflightblog.com/archives/listen-to-live-atc-   
   communications-for-chicago-executive.php 
 
 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

We are considering running a series of stories 
from our members on how they got into flying.  

Send an email with YOUR story  
and we will publish it.   

 
Who took you for your first ride? 
What airport did you drive by and wonder about? 
Did you join the military and serve? 
What’s your story?      

 
Send it to 99mjm@sbcglobal.net  
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It ’s time to take the mystery  

out of your aircraft maintenance  
 

 
Get your hands dirty with  

Galt Airport’s owner-assisted 
maintenance program. Learn 
your airplane, save money, 
 and become a safer pilot.  

 

•  Annuals flat-rated at $450  
• $72/hr shop rate  
• Free rides to/from PWK  

 
Come try the best general aviation shop in  

Chicagoland.  
Contact Brian at (815) 648-2642 to schedule  
or email maintenance@onezerocharlie.com  

 
 
 

 
 
 

w w w . g a l t a i r p o r t . n e t  

 

 

 
PAPA FLY MARKET 

 
 

Classified Ads  
FREE TO PAPA MEMBERS 

 

 
Items for Sale 

One Softie Mini Emergency Parachute, 
One B-UR-O Power Stick electric tow bar 

setup for Cessna 182 
Call Mike 224-588-2989 or 

email mdeger@sbcglobal.net 
 

Pet Sitting Available 
Going on vacation or too busy at the office? 

Call Mary Jo 847-758-1491 
AKC Show Handler 

 
 

YOUR AD CAN BE HERE NEXT MONTH 

CLASSIFIED ADS RUN THREE MONTHS UNLESS 
CANCELLED OR RENEWED 

 
PWK FUEL 

 
 
 
 
 

See PWKPILOTS.ORG for fuel price snapshot 
and for daily fuel prices visit  

www.100ll.com or airnav.com 
 

ATTN PET LOVERS: 
 
Orphans Of the Storm in Deerfield is one of our country’s 
largest and oldest animal shelters. Established in 1928, 
this immaculate, no kill facility has many pets available for 
adoption. 
 
Cats—all colors, including Siamese, gentle and playful.  
Shots, spay-neuter $90.00 each 
 
Dogs—Pedigree and Mixes.  Very happy to meet you!  
Shots, spay-neuter $90.00 each. 
 
We want to be your next best friend! 
 
Open 11-5 daily and weekends.  Call 847-945-0235. 
 
Greyhound adoption $225.00 each  Call 847-421-9828 

 
 
 

We're busy 
and hiring 
Instructors! 
 
 
    

Whether it's one or two students you'd like,  
a lot of students,  

or just introductory flights...  
we have room for you!   

New CFIs or Seasoned CFIs wanted. 
Pay is commensurate with experience.  

Hourly, commissions and tips! 
 

Send resume to 
info@ChicagoExecutiveFlightSchool.com  
ring us at 1-800-901-0730 ext 150 

 
Check out our facilities at  
Atlantic Aviation in person,  

on our website  
(www.ChicagoExecutiveFlightSchool.com)  

or on FACEBOOK.  
Keyword: Chicago Executive Flight School 
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CHICAGOLAND AIR RALLY 
 

Improve your piloting skills 
Practice navigation 

Learn more about your aircraft 
Go back to basics 

 

SEPTEMBER 17, 2011    DEKALB AIRPORT 
 

Pilot and passenger required 
 

Upon arrival at DeKalb, you will be given a course of approximately 150 nm to fly.   
The winning competitor will come the closest to their estimated fuel burn  

over the entire course and their actual speed in knots. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cash prizes and trophies for  
1st Place  
2nd place 
3rd Place 

Rookie pilot  (first time in this rally) 
 

Breakfast and lunch available. 
Rental aircraft welcome. 

Rain date September 18th 
 

Spot Landing contest will be held—entries accepted for both pilot and co-pilot 
 

This is an excellent opportunity for a CFI to help a student learn more about navigation,  
flight planning, fuel consumption and estimating time over a course. 

It is a great exercise in pilotage and dead reckoning. 
It is a terrific way to learn more about what your aircraft can do. 

 

It’s fun, educational and challenging. 
 

JOIN THE FUN 
 

More info and registration forms available at   www.chicagoarea99s.org 
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: 
CHICAGO EXECUTIVE FLIGHT SCHOOL IS SCHEDULING  

EDUCATIONAL AND FUN EVENTS FOR SUMMER 
 

Join them if you can! 
 
Sat 6-Aug  4:30 PM Ground School Aircraft Performance 
Sun 7-Aug  8:00 AM Breakfast Fly Out Bolingbrook-Breakfast 
Sat 13-Aug  TBD Fly Out TBD 
Sat 20-Aug  4:30 PM Ground School Maps/Charts 
Sun 21-Aug  8:00 AM Breakfast Fly Out Grand Geneva-Breakfast 
Sat 27-Aug  TBD Fly Out TBD 
Sat 3-Sep  4:30 PM Ground School Navigational Aids 
Sat 10-Sep  4:30 PM Ground School Navigational Aids 
Sat 17-Sep  4:30 PM Ground School Weather 
Sat 24-Sep  4:30 PM Ground School Flight Service Briefings 
Sat 1-Oct  4:30 PM Ground School Lost Procedures / Air Traffic Control 
 
For more information contact                                    info@chicagoexecutiveflightschool.com 

 
 



This document was presented to the Chicago Executive Airport Board for inclusion in the 
packet for the July 20, 2011 meeting. 

 
 

PAPA at CHICAGO EXECUTIVE 
 

  CEA and General Aviation 
 

To: Chicago Executive Airport, 
      CEA Administration,  
      CEA Commissioners, 
      Village of Wheeling, 
      City of Prospect Heights, 
      Users of Chicago Executive Airport, 

 
The Chicago Executive Airport has successfully implemented an initial step towards the revitalization of 
single and multi-engine aircraft based at CEA. As of the first of the year, CEA now has an additional 48 
beautiful new T-Hangars with a pilot lounge bringing the CEA T-Hangar count to a total of 68. All T-
Hangars are fully rented and a waiting list has been established. This T-Hangar development will serve 
well towards the ongoing mission of increasing the number of based general aviation piston aircraft at 
CEA. Land area is already earmarked in the Northeast corner for construction of an additional 16 T-
Hangars, 2 buildings with 8 T-Hangars per building. CEA has not released a timetable for those 16 T’s to 
be built. 
 
PAPA At Chicago Executive with its T-Hangar committee provided significant contributions in consulting 
with the CEA administration that resulted in this successful project. The PAPA organization says thank 
you to the PAPA T-Hangar committee John Doerner CPA, Jeffrey Bell Construction Project Manager, 
and Edward Chrzastowski, P.E. Engineer, along with many supportive members within the PAPA mem-
bership.  PAPA also says thank you to the CEA Airport Administration, Commissioners, Village of 
Wheeling and the City of Prospect Heights on this successful T-Hangar development. 
 
The mission of continued growth of General Aviation at CEA doesn’t end with just adding T-Hangars. 
PAPA and CEA are currently exploring other areas of progress. Two looming issues still need to be ad-
dressed and solved – A LACK OF AN AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE FACILITY DEDICATED TO SER-
VICING PISTON AIRCRAFT and SELF-SERVICE FUEL WITH A COMPETITIVE SALES PRICE.  Air-
craft storage, aircraft maintenance and self-service fuel are a correlation to the needs of general avia-
tion. Therefore, a piston aircraft maintenance facility and self-service fuel are the next priority.   
 
The piston aircraft maintenance availability at CEA is significantly limited; most single and multiengine 
aircraft based at CEA have their airplanes serviced at neighboring airports. It is well understood by both 
the CEA administration and to our pilot population that a full service piston aircraft maintenance shop at 
CEA is virtually non-existent and under-serviced.  
 
Briefly, two crucial types of maintenance confront single and multiengine aircraft owners. First, airplanes 
are required to have a regularly scheduled maintenance service called a 100-hour or annual inspection 
and secondly, might have an immediate need to repair an issue that was discovered from their previous 
flight. A 100-hour or annual inspection is a required thorough inspection of the entire aircraft both engine 
and airframe. During this inspection, any aircraft deficiencies discovered are repaired and required 
scheduled part replacements are completed. This inspection is a routinely scheduled task. The second 
main issue is that an aircraft is in need of an immediate maintenance repair, grounded at CEA, unable to 
depart. Expectation is that a well-staffed maintenance facility would be readily available, with suitable 
parts inventory, with ability to service the issue within a reasonable time and enable the aircraft to depart 
with minimal delay.  
 
Based and transient pilots at CEA sometimes have little or no choice for immediate maintenance service 
at CEA so they try to hire mechanics from other airports that either drive-in to CEA or have a mechanic 
fly-in with a toolbox. If time is not of the essence, and the aircraft is airworthy, a CEA based pilot makes 
an appointment with a maintenance facility at another airport.  If the aircraft is not airworthy, the aircraft 



would require a Special Flight Permit under FAR 21.197. A Special Flight Permit may be issued for an 
aircraft that may not currently meet applicable airworthiness requirements but is capable of safe flight; 
can be flown to a base where repairs, alterations, or maintenance are to be performed.  
 
Aircraft owners and transients at CEA have acclimated to this maintenance situation and have devel-
oped various ways to handle their maintenance needs. It is a cumbersome arrangement to have your 
aircraft primarily serviced at a different airport. Pilots have provided a courtesy to help fellow aircraft 
owners make transportation arrangements to get that airplane there and retrieved from the maintenance 
facility. Comrade pilots fly-out to the other airport to pick up the pilot and ferry back the fellow pilot to 
CEA or they simply drive there to pick up the stranded pilot. These circumstances encompass additional 
unnecessary cost burdens and time constraints.  
 
PAPA has many times over the years, brought his issue to the attention of the CEA administration. How-
ard Levinson, earlier this year, at the January 19, 2011 CEA commission meeting, during public com-
ments, again brought up this issue. Howard read an anonymous letter written to PAPA and criticized 
CEA for the lack of suitable piston maintenance and insurance costs that are required to run a mainte-
nance facility at CEA. Howard also summarized the basic cost of maintenance services here at CEA 
versus costs at the Kenosha Airport.  
 
The commissioners of CEA during board member comments on January 19, 2011 responded with a 
lengthy discussion of this area. An example provided by one of the commissioners noted that in the re-
cent past a single engine Cessna had a flap control problem that left the flaps inoperable and frozen in 
the down position. The pilot elected to fly the aircraft to with flaps down to another airport for the repair. 
Commissioner Englehardt, expressed concerns that these situations can be unsafe. Director Mendez 
questioned the minimum standards requirements regarding piston maintenance and suggested that the 
Airport manager sit down with Howard Levinson to discuss it further. Darlene Ahlstedt ask Howard Lev-
inson and other PAPA members to form a committee and do homework on the piston maintenance is-
sue and provide the Airport with information that shows the cost of insurance, maintenance, etc. of dif-
ferent airplanes from other airports so that the CEA Board can work to resolve this issue. The Airport 
Manager commented that Signature Flight support along with Executive Service Center advertised pis-
ton maintenance in the PAPA newsletter.  
 
At a subsequent commission meeting at CEA, the FBOs along with their maintenance subcontractors 
responded to CEA that they provide maintenance services to single and multiengine aircraft at CEA. 
They summarized that they meet or exceed the CEA minimum standard requirements of servicing this 
area. We at PAPA concur; the FBO’s do meet the CEA minimum standards!  Merely having part 
time mechanics available, on a call basis or finding someone off the field to somehow fulfill a mainte-
nance request is good enough for the minimum standards but doesn’t meets the needs of the piston air-
craft community. Operators at CEA have no dedicated space for piston aircraft maintenance, no stocked 
parts inventory; rarely service 100-hour or annual inspections. The fact is that the CEA based mainte-
nance operators for single and multiengine aircraft are minimal at best. The Airport administration, since 
the January 19, 2011 commission meeting has not made available any information or direction to the 
resolve of this issue. 
 
Although we firmly believe that the responsibility for establishing needs at this airport lies with the airport 
management, PAPA recently completed a maintenance survey of its members.  Of approximately 50 
responding aircraft owners, only 3 have had maintenance serviced at CEA.  Per airnav.com, CEA is 
home to 170 single-engine aircraft and 42 multi-engine aircraft. Virtually, all aircraft owners have their 
annual and emergency maintenance serviced at other airports.  
 
Please accept this communication as a request that the management of Chicago Executive Airport con-
duct their own due diligence on this subject. CEA should poll their maintenance tenants who provide 
maintenance on the field by asking them for the total number of piston aircraft for which they provided 
services during the calendar year 2010.  As their landlord, they should be more than willing to give you 
this information. 



 
Let’s review the anatomy of a piston aircraft maintenance facility. The typical piston maintenance shop 
operates out of a box hangar, between 5,000 to 10,000 sq ft, servicing simultaneously between 6 to 8 
airplanes, performs around 75 to 100 annual or 100-hour inspections per year, employs 3 to 5 fulltime 
piston A&P mechanics, and has 1 or 2 office support staff. They carry in stock a suitable level of parts 
inventory primarily to service most single and multiengine aircraft. Although their primary focus is to pro-
vide maintenance, many shops also provide some complementary services in support of their business 
model such as aircraft restoration, aircraft sales, flight instruction, sale of pilot supplies, and fuel sales. 
Generally, piston aircraft mechanics focus only on servicing single and multiengine aircraft and rarely 
service jets. On the flip side, jet mechanics focus only on servicing jet aircraft and rarely service single 
and multiengine aircraft. Each maintenance shop typically works within their expertise. These piston air-
craft maintenance shops usually have lease or ownership agreements directly with their home Airport. 
They normally do not operate as a full service FBO, but only provide services within their expertise. This 
model of an aviation single and multiengine piston maintenance shop is nonexistent within CEA. 
 
The second looming issue is for fuel to be sold at a competitive market price. The piston aircraft commu-
nity has been requesting that CEA install a self-service fuel station as a possible solution to competitive 
pricing.   
 
Purchasing aviation fuel at CEA has the same characteristics of purchasing maintenance; as much fuel 
as possible is purchased at other Airports. This is true for both jet aircraft and piston aircraft. The fuel 
price difference at other airports is hard to ignore. Business owners maximize profits by operating at the 
lowest possible cost; fuel cost is a large factor towards profitability. Private aircraft owners just apply ba-
sic economics and purchase fuel to their best benefit. Both jet and piston aircraft owners will fly out and 
fill their tanks at a lower price so that when they arrive at CEA they can avoid buying large quantities of 
fuel or not buy any fuel at all. 
  
Self-service is becoming the standard at most Airports. Neither FBO’s at CEA have adopted self-serve 
fueling within their business model.  Two of the largest neighboring Airports Waukegan and Dupage 
have successful self-fueling stations. Fuel prices reported for 100LL per airnav.com at the end of June 
2011 were as follows: Dupage self-service $5.76, Waukegan self-service $5.93 and Lansing (Cook 
County) at full service for $5.93 and Chicago Executive full service $7.85. CEA fuel prices have aver-
aged continuously more than 30% higher than neighboring competitive Airports.  
 
The fuel situation was addressed in a commission meeting at CEA on 02-16-2011. A request for pro-
posal for self-service fueling was requested from the two FBO’s. The following is the response from the 
CEA Airport minutes on 02-16-2011: 
 
Signature Flight Support was the only bid for self-fueling. Al Palicki from Signature gave a presentation 
about self-fueling. The location would be where the Northeast T-Hangars are located. Signature did con-
duct a self-fueling trial in 2005/2006. They sold 44,000 gallons and lost about $32,000. Signature esti-
mates that within the first year 60,000 gallons will sell and by the 3rd year 80,000 gallons. It would cost 
Signature $175,000 to install the self-fueling system. The only cost to the airport would be electrical for 
the lights that would be part of the self-fueling. It was also explained that there is little money in avgas 
due to the high cost and taxes included. Signature will lose money on the self-serve fueling. Signature’s 
goal is to be good corporate tenants and to have this service be available to any. 
 
At that meeting, Al Palicki elaborated that the high price of fuel at CEA is due to operating costs and 
taxes imposed within Cook County. A point to note is that two comparable major neighboring Airports 
have implemented self-service fueling and their sell price is significantly lower and competitive. As to 
Cook County being a big part of the blame for high prices, take note that Lansing Airport is in Cook 
County and is selling full-service fuel at about $2.00 less per gallon than CEA. 
 
The CEA administration must analyze why CEA has this imbalance in fuel prices comparable to nearby 
Airports. Also, an analysis as to why piston maintenance businesses have not selected CEA as their 



home base is essential. The operating structure as to how these competitive nearby Airports conduct 
business in regard to piston maintenance and fuel is a key component for CEA to analyze. The CEA 
administration must create a strategic business plan focusing on an avenue to regain a lost competitive 
edge.  
 
The PAPA Board of Directors recommends the following suggested plan of action for the CEA admini-
stration to potentially resolve the maintenance and fuel issues by carrying out the following: 
 

1) Develop a business plan to construct a General Aviation industrial park suitable to rent / lease 
with competitive rates to a maintenance facility and other types of aviation related businesses 
such as flight schools, avionics shop, self-service fuel company, etc. 

2) Complete a marketing study of the typical layouts of hangar space commonly utilized by those 
types of GA businesses at other airports.   

3) Determination of the fair market rent / lease value of hangar rents currently offered by nearby 
competitive airports within our local market.   

4) Analyze types of hangar structures, associated construction costs and expectation of a fair mar-
ket rent value of the lease / rental units, determination of a fair rate of return. 

5) Prepare a layout plan for minimum of 5 industrial box hangar units with various sizes from 5000 
square feet to 10,000 square feet. 

6) Establish a comparable lease / rent structure within a CEA Aviation Industrial Park similar to the 
structure applied to the T-Hangars. 

7) Reconstruct minimum standards so that they promote and encourage an open market environ-
ment so that GA businesses opportunists find CEA to be the most desirable Airport to base their 
operations.    

8) Develop a marketing plan to lure these types of businesses to relocate to CEA. 
9) Hire a salesman to aggressively pursue GA related businesses to relocate to CEA.  
10) CEA administration must analyze the reasons as to why neighboring Airports can sell 100LL 

and jet fuel at a significant amount less per gallon than at CEA. 
11) CEA administration must develop a business plan of action to implement self-service fueling that 

results in competitive pricing comparable to other neighboring  Airports.  
 
The PAPA board of directors is pleased with the recent progress of Chicago Executive Airport initial step 
in constructing the T-Hangars and for the effort towards revitalization of single and multi-engine aircraft 
based at CEA. We respectfully critique CEA with the intent of improvement and progress to the benefit 
of all general aviation, both piston aircraft and jet aircraft. Our mission at PAPA is for the Chicago Ex-
ecutive Airport to be the greatest General Aviation Airport in the country.  
 
PAPA Board of Directors 
PAPA at CHICAGO EXECUTIVE 
 
 
NOTAM Changes in Effect June 30  
 
   Beginning June 30, you may notice a few new changes with NOTAMS. In an effort to promote global 
consistency, the FAA is adopting several format changes to make NOTAMS more ICAO-compliant. As 
the new Federal NOTAM System (FNS) policy is developed, software changes are being made in the 
U.S. NOTAM System to enable a smoother transition to the FNS.  
 
   Among the changes to be expected are: the keyword RAMP will be replaced with APRON; keywords 
ODP, SID, STAR, CHART, DATA, IAP, VFP, ROUTE, and SPECIAL will be added; NOTAMS relating to 
SIDs, graphic ODPs, and STARs will be issued as Flight Data Center (FDC) NOTAMS; and components 
of an ILS in a NOTAM will be distinguished by preceding the component with “ILS” followed by “RWY” 
and the runway number. For a full list of the changes, see the FAA notice at www.faa.gov/
documentLibrary/media/Notice/N7930.91.pdf. Also, be sure to check out the article “Change is in the Air” 
from the May/June 2011 issue of FAA Safety Briefing, which takes a closer look at the ongoing efforts to 
modernize and make NOTAMs easier to use.  



 
 

 

 
1005 S WOLF ROAD  SUITE 106 
WHEELING, IL  60090-6408 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAPA At Chicago Executive 
 

  Hangar 13—behind the 1098 Milwaukee Bldg.   

ANNUAL HANGAR PICNIC 
Members free—guests welcome for a $5.00 contribution 

AUGUST 24TH  6:00 PM 
JOIN US FOR A CELEBRATION OF FLIGHT   

MEET OUR SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS—HAVE A PICNIC SUPPER 
 


