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The Passing of the Palwaukee  
T Hangers  A Sunny Day November 1, 2010 

By Albert E. Riley 
 

I suppose you could say I was in love with the Palwaukee 
T-hangers. As I stood watching that big backhoe tear into T 
hanger 32, the home for so many years of my beautiful Up-
To-Date-State-Of-The-Art Comanche, the words of that 
famous Ray Charles song “I Can’t Stop Loving You” came 
floating across my mind: 
 

I can't stop loving you I've made up my mind 
To live in memories of the lonesome time 

I can't stop wanting you, it's useless to say 
So I'll just live my life in dreams of yesterday 

Those happy hours that we once knew  
So long ago, still make me blue   

They say that time heals a broken heart 
But time has stood still since we've been apart 
I can't stop loving you, I've made up my mind 

To live in memories of old lonesome time 
I can't stop wanting you, it's useless to say 

So I'll just live my life in dreams of yesterday 
 

I can’t say I was in love with my T-hanger that day long ago 
when the home improvement-pilot-owner-amateur-aircraft 
maintenance-guy in the next bay decided to spray paint his 
plane. The $250 I paid to buff the residue off my plane did-
n’t bring joy into my life.  And, the dust, dirt and snow that 
constantly blew in through the dents and tears in the sheet 
metal gave no cause for my fond love affair with those old 
Quonset huts. Moreover, the dampness from the dirt floor 
always chilled my bones on those cold winter days when I 
dared to enter the hanger through the beat-up access door 
with the broken hinge. I always felt sorry for my beautiful 
plane as it sat year by year in that cold, damp and depress-
ing place. The most positive memory of my T-hanger love 
affair was  a certain sense of exultation and vindication 
knowing that my overweight 200 plus pound body was es-
pecially useful when  I needed to hang on the chain drive to 
coax that bent out-of-shape hanger door up and down. 
 

My love affair with the T-hangers comes from fond memo-
ries of those many wonderful days flying with old friends 
whose planes shared nearby spaces.  I remember Chuck 
Greenhill when he took time to visit while he was changing 
the oil on his Cessna, his only plane at the time. And, there 
was the trip to New England with Bill Van Benschoten, 
when bad weather suddenly interrupted our VFR flight 
through the Cleveland Class B airspace forcing a three day 
grounding in Sandusky. Bored to death in the confines of 
the Holiday Inn, Bill opened a phone book and found what 
must have been the only other person in this country 

 

 
 

named Van Benschoten. He  made a cold call that resulted 
in a personal tour of a wonderful basket weaving company 
and   a gracious lunch at a beautiful Lake Erie lakeside ma-
rina.  
 

And there was that wonderful Sid Ruben who always had a 
seat for me in his plane and later, perched in the back seat 
of my Comanche always ended the flight with “Is the Gear 
Down? Use your feet  … get that wing down and then upon 
a safe landing  … Let’s hear it for the Captain.” 
 

Standing on the T-hanger grounds, listening to the crashing 
of that backhoe as it tore through that old metal, I could 
hear the joyful voices of Sid and Jack and Madeleine and 
Jim and Gene and Ray and Barry and Bill and Riley and so 
many other friends who brought life to those dilapidated T-
hangers. There were so many wonderful flying experiences 
organized in the confines of those old, run down, rusted 
relics of another age.  
 

I guess the end of a love affair is always sad. Knowing that 
when the backhoe would finish its work and the last of the 
remains of the T-hangers hauled away I realized those now 
newly locked impenetrable gates would forever fence me 
away from that world of yesteryear and  never offer me an-
other day that might generate such wonderful memories. 
 

T’was a sad day when the T-hangers were torn down and 
my love affair ended. 
 
 
 
PAPA members fly for business and commercial purposes, 
give flight instruction, take flight instruction for recurrent 
training and for new ratings, fly for  breakfast, lunch and/or 
dinner, and just fly for fun.   
  
Did you fly this month? 



2010 0FFICERS & DIRECTORS  
 

PRESIDENT  Jim Kwasek  847-322-7117  
   information@palwaukee-flyers.com 
VICE PRESIDENT Sheila Macomber       773-578-1553  
   arkraiders01-pilot@yahoo.com 
SECRETARY  Bob Hanaford  312-899-9020  
   rhanaford@hanafordlaw.com 
TREASURER  Ken Riesterer  857-456-1791  
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   Howard Levinson      847-480-1118 
   howdl@sbcglobal.net 
   Jack Sheridan  312-909-2500 
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   Howard Levinson 847-480-1118 
   howdl@sbcglobal.net 
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   Donna Turek    847-441-5066 
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BYLAWS/LEGAL 
   Bob Hanaford    312-899-9020 
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MEMBERSHIP 
   Ken Riesterer    847-456-1791  
   papa@pwkpilots.org 
SAFETY/PROGRAMS 
   Jim Kwasek  847-322-7117 
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PUBLIC RELATIONS 
   Rusty Stevens    847-910-2789   
   cd987rusty@aol.com 
WEBMASTER 
   Jim Kwasek    847-322-7117  
   webmaster@pwkpilots.org 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
   Madeleine Monaco   847-358-1747   
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 
NEWSLETTER ADS 
   Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 
   cd987rusty@aol.com 
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PAPA 2010 EVENT SCHEDULE 
 

All Board Meetings are held at Atlantic Aviation  
in the Conference Room at 7:00 pm 

 

DECEMBER   1 Board Meeting 
 

    8 Holiday Dinner 
   Allgauer’s Fireside 
   Northbrook Hilton 
 

  11 Santa Fly In Toy Drop 
   Signature Flight Support 

 
 
 

PWK FUEL 
 
 
 
 
 

 
See PWKPILOTS.ORG for fuel price snapshot and 

for daily fuel prices visit www.100ll.com or airnav.com 

 
PAPA SEZ is published monthly by PAPA At  Chicago Executive.  PAPA was formed in 1987 as a forum for the users of Chicago Executive Airport  
(formerly known as Palwaukee) and a means to act as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the governing body to 
the users.  PAPA’s mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment 
with the pilots, users and community.  Membership in PAPA is open to any user of Chicago Executive Airport.  Membership dues are $30.00 annually 
and include a subscription to PAPA SEZ. 
 
Letters to the Editor, Feedback, Concerns and Questions and any articles submitted for publication must be received by the 15th of the month, will be 
printed on a space available basis, and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content.  Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an 
email to 99mjm@sbcglobal.net.  Any files not electronically transmitted, please make prior arrangement with the editor. 
 
PAPA SEZ 
1005 S Wolf Road Suite 106 
Wheeling, IL  60090-6408 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

 
New Members In October 

 
 

NEW REGULAR MEMBER 
Judi Holmes 

 
NEW STUDENT MEMBERS 

Mark O’Neal                Chris Pesche 
 
 
 

YOUR DONATIONS ARE NEEDED MORE 
THIS YEAR—WHEN MANY ARE IN NEED 
REMEMBER THOSE LESS FORTUNATE 

SANTA TOY DROP BOXES ARE WAITING  
TO BE FILLED WITH YOUR GIFTS FROM THE 

HEART—PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY 

 
PAPA AT CHICAGO EXECUTIVE  

IS LOOKING FOR A MEMBER TO HELP  
WITH MEETING PROGRAMS AND  

EVENT SCHEDULING.   
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED,  

PLEASE CONTACT  
JIM KWASEK   info@palwaukee-flyers.com 
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MINUTES—PAPA SCHOLARSHIP and SAFETY FOUNDATION  
MEETING OF NOVEMBER 3, 2010 

 

CALL TO ORDER   Jim Kwasek, President, called the meeting to order at 1902. Present: Jim Kwasek, Sheila Macomber, 
Ken Riesterer, John Doerner, Marty Kramer, S. Guru Prasad, Len Jablon and Bob Hanaford.  
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  Minutes from the October 13, 2010 meeting approved with no changes. 
  

TREASURER’S REPORT  The current balance in the scholarship fund is $ 25,934.92  
 

NEW BUSINESS:  The scholarship notices and forms should go out soon. 
 

ADJOURNMENT Meeting adjourned at 1904. 
 

MINUTES—PAPA at CHICAGO EXECUTIVE AIRPORT 
MEETING OF November 3, 2010 

 

CALL TO ORDER  Jim Kwasek, President, called the meeting to order at 1904. Present: Jim Kwasek, Sheila Macomber, 
Ken Riesterer, Marty Kramer, S.Guru Prasad, Len Jablon and Bob Hanaford.  
 

Treasurer’s Report – Riesterer. Reports were submitted and reviewed by Treasurer Riesterer.  
Total assets as of 10-31-2010   $ 11,084.95. 
 

Airport Support-Levinson. John Doerner discussed the last Airport Board meeting. There appear to be no vacancies as 
all 48 hangars are rented.  There has been a construction delay due to sewer/plumbing site issues. 
 

By-Laws/Legal- Hanaford. No report 
 

Newsletter – Madeleine Monaco. No report.  Jim Kwasek mentioned that more articles are needed. 
 

Membership – Riesterer. Ken reported that there are 158 members.  Two new student members and 1 new regular mem-
ber. 
 

Safety/Programs- Jim Kwasek November 17, 2010 General Meeting.  There will be voting on Directors/Officers followed 
by a presentation on the history of PWK. 
 

Scholarship Committee– Donna Turek  No Report 
 

Public Relations—No report. 
 

Webmaster—Jim Kwasek  No report. 
 

OLD BUSINESS  The PAPA Holiday party will be December 8, 2010 at Allgauer’s. 
 

NEW BUSINESS  PAPA will support the annual Holiday Toy Drop. More details to follow. 
 

ADJOURNMENT Meeting adjourned at  2032. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Hanaford, Recording Secretary 
 

PAPA FLY MARKET 
 
 

Classified Ads FREE TO PAPA MEMBERS 
 

For Sale—1981 Turbo Saratoga Fixed Gear   2200 TT airframe   200 on remanufactured engine 
Contact Ron Solomon  847-291-0758 or RonSolomon@martini-miller.com 

 
 

1964 Cessna 182G, 1260 SMOH, LR Tanks, STOL, Tanis, 6/10 Annual, Hangar PWK 
1/3 share    $14,500  DRK76@aol.com   Don Keiser 

 
Freelance CFI and furloughed airline pilot looking for airplane to rent for primary flight instruction. C172 or comparable. 

Single student, two at max.  Taras Hryniw  773-572-4569 or  thpfs1@gmail.com 

Light Twin Partnership Wanted 1000‐hr, instrument rated Cirrus pilot would like to find a Partner to purchase and own  a          
Cessna 310 or Aztec, based at PWK. Rick Voit, richard_voit@ml.com  or 312‐925‐4690  

CLASSIFIED ADS RUN THREE MONTHS UNLESS CANCELLED OR RENEWED 
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The most time-honored 
Aviation Insurance Agency 

in the industry! 
  

Founded by WWII pilot, Sam Wenk, 
and now guided by his son, 

grandson and granddaughter, 
plus 12 other pilot-agents… 

  
Respected by the companies themselves, 

by their clients and by the industry… 
  

Jets, Turbines, Pistons 
Student Pilot or ATP 

 Mechanics, Airports, Flight Schools… 
  

“Our Clients Love Us!   You Will Too!” 
  

Call 847-433-8370 
Charter PAPA Member 

  
Offices in Illinois, Wisconsin & Florida. 

Our 79th year!! 
Licensed in 48 States. 

 

Prevent Surface Deviations 
 

Runway incursions are the leading safety threat to air-
craft on the ground and those approaching to land. Do 
your part to minimize this risk by preprogramming the 
radio and navigation equipment before you taxi. If you 
are given an amended clearance that requires you to 
reprogram the equipment, wait to enter the new infor-
mation until you are stopped in the run-up area or ask 
Ground Control if you can stop for a moment along 
your taxi route.  
Keeping your mind focused on the task of taxiing and 
adhering to ATC instructions is your first and only prior-
ity at this point.  Keep yourself and your passengers 
safe - do your part to avoid causing an incursion. 
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It ’s time to take the mystery  

out of your aircraft maintenance  
 

 
Get your hands dirty with  

Galt Airport’s owner-assisted 
maintenance program. Learn 
your airplane, save money, 
 and become a safer pilot.  

 

•  Annuals flat-rated at $450  
• $72/hr shop rate  
• Free rides to/from PWK  

 
Come try the best general aviation shop in  

Chicagoland.  
Contact Brian at (815) 648-2642 to schedule  
or email maintenance@onezerocharlie.com  

 
 
 

 
 
 

w w w . g a l t a i r p o r t . n e t  

 

 

MIKE HAUPT FEATURED  
AT NOVEMBER MEETING 

 
 The November meeting of the PAPA At Chicago 
Executive membership showcased an excellent presen-
tation by Mike Haupt.  His research and preparation into 
the history of aviation in Chicagoland brought new 
knowledge to even the most senior members of the 
group.   
 Mike’s power point presentation is well worth the 
time to see and hear it.  If you get another opportunity, it 
it highly recommended. 
 Thanks, Mike, for the work you put into this. 

American Flyers is Back at PWK 

Chicago Executive Airport office offers FAA    
Written Test preparation + simulator instruction 

American Flyers Flight School has announced the opening 
of a new branch office in Wheeling, IL. The school, located 
on the west side of Chicago Executive Airport (PWK), will 
open its doors on November 1, 2010 and features 1,300 
square feet of classrooms, testing facilities and flight train-
ing devices.  

The Wheeling facility will offer a convenient loca-
tion to those pilots preparing for their private pilot and in-
strument rating FAA knowledge tests. Additionally, week-
end classes for the renewal of Flight Instructor certificates 
will be available.  
 In addition to classroom instruction, several flight 
training devices will be on-site for individual instruction and 
programmed learning using the Flying Professor’s Course-
ware.  
 American Flyers’ founder Don Harrington re-
marked: “This is an exciting venture. We look forward to 
providing a convenient and professional environment for 
Chicago-area pilots to pursue their aviation educa-
tion.”American Flyers operates a full-service flight school 
at West Chicago’s DuPage Airport and seven additional 
FAA-approved schools throughout the country, and one in 
Mexico City, Mexico. 

For more information call 800-362-0808 or visit 
www.AmericanFlyers.net. 
 
 

MIKE HAUPT OF P.A.C.E AT 11-17-10 PAPA MTG 



 PAPA AT CHICAGO EXECUTIVE 
ANNUAL HOLIDAY DINNER 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, December 8, 2010 
 

Northbrook Hilton  Allgauer’s Restaurant 
2855 N Milwaukee Avenue 

Northbrook, IL 60062 
 

Cocktails (cash bar)  Frank’s Place                   6:00 pm 
Dinner Oak Room                                                   7:00 pm 

  
Chicken Piccata    Ginger Balsamic Whitefish     Beef Roulade   Vegetarian Lasagna 

 
Tear off and mail to: PAPA Holiday Dinner   Questions: call or email Howard Levinson 
   1005 S Wolf Rd #106     Howdl@sbcglobal.net 
   Wheeling, IL  60090     847-480-1118     
 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————————–———-————— 
 

Fill out this form and send in your reservation now! RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE IN ADVANCE 
 

PLEASE—WE NEED A COUNT FOR THE HOTEL BY DECEMBER 3rd 
 
NAME_____________________________________________ PHONE______________________________ 
 

# of Chicken dinners_____   # of Beef dinners____  # of Fish dinners_____ # of Vegetarian dinners _____ 
 

Total # of dinners _______ @ $35.00 each = $___________ payable to PAPA 
 
 

INCLUDE LIST OF NAMES OF ATTENDEES WITH THIS FORM 
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1005 S WOLF ROAD  SUITE 106 
WHEELING, IL  60090-6408 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAPA A.C.E. 
HOLIDAY DINNER 

 
CELEBRATE THE SEASON 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, December 8, 2010 
Northbrook Hilton  Allgauer’s Restaurant 

2855 N Milwaukee Avenue 
Northbrook, IL 60062 


