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DUES NOTICES WENT OUT   
HAVE YOU PAID YOURS YET?   
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
 
 
Our JUNE 23 Safety Meeting WAS GREAT!!! 
 

Forgotten Air Fields  
 

Nick Selig regaled us with stories and thrilled us with photos 
of the old airports that “used to be” in and around Chicago. 
 

Starting with early photos of our own PWK, we got to see 
our field—pre-runways.  And then saw a 1946 photo that 
included two runways.  An old newspaper report states there 
were 62 airplanes based there.  There were blimps here, 
and a Sikorsky Amphibian during the World’s Fair Century of 
Progress.  There followed an attempt to makea success out 
of the Aviation Country Club similar to one successfully op-
erated on the east coast.  That venture did not succeed. 
 
George Edgecumbe operated here and flew charter flight 
from Lake Geneva to the World’s Fair.  
 
We saw photos of the old Douglas plant at ORD built from 
18 inch square beams—because they were non-essential to 
the war effort. 
 
Photos of Sally Duncan (later Strempel) who originated the 
flying club were enjoyed. 
 
Early photos were viewed of George Priester and Esther 
Noffke—both of whom Nick refers to as his “heroes”. 
 
We saw pictures of Mitchell, Elmhurst, Ravenswood, Sky 
Harbor and many other airports—no longer in existence.  
 
Nick stopped short of sharing all of his knowledge and  
promised a re-visit when his book is published.   We look 
forward to seeing this volume in print and hearing more of 
Nick’s stories when that happens. 
 

Our members also heard a Treasurer’s report and an update 
on summer events. From our President.  You are always 
welcome at our organization’s meetings.  If you have a re-
quest for a meeting topic,please email us and let us know. 
 

See further summer info in the rest of this newsletter and fly 
safely. 

 WHAT HAS PAPA DONE IN JUNE? 

PAPA members attended the June meeting of the Chicago 
Executive Airport Board.. The new Ts are not yet full—so if 
you have an interest, please contact the airport office as 
soon as possible. Call the airport 847-537-2580. 
 

The airport has issued a closure notice for the new taxi-
ways prepared for the NE Ts.  See the notice on page 4 of 
last month’s newsletter. 
 

Plans for PWK Open House  July 24  are well underway.  
Watch the Chicago Executive Airport website for times but 
save the 24th of July for the fun at your airport. Volunteeer 
an hour of your time to sit at the PAPA booth and help edu-
cate the public about what we do. 
 

Plans For the Annual Membership Appreciation Hangar 
Picnic are also underway.  The kind donation of Hangar 13 
allows us a great location on airport.  The Officers and Di-
rectors could use the assistance of a few more members to 
make this a success.  Let us know if you can share some 
time on this night in August also.  Save August 25th 
Wednesday—6:00 pm til you get tired! 
 

PAPA At Chicago Executive was asked to participate in the 
September PACE meeting—to explain what our organiza-
tion does and how it began.  We relish the opportunity and 
want to remind you again of the many opportunities to do 
community outreach.  Be a valuable part of your neighbor-
hood.  Share your knowledge and the joy of flight. 
 

PAPA Members attended the Windy City Open House.  In 
spite of the less than perfect weather, visitors enjoyed the 
Cirrus aircraft on view and the terrific simulator room on the 
3rd floor.  Windy City showcased it’s fine instructors and 
facility.  Stop in and visit if you missed it.  They will surely 
welcome you. 
 

PAPA Members also visited the new home of Chicago   
Executive Flight School in Atlantic Aviation’s north building. 
Stop in there and visit as well.  This is a great addition to 
our airport community and we wish CEFS a great future in 
their new home. 
 

PAPA members made the arrangements for upcoming 
meetings, processed dues payments, read and judged our 
scholarship applicationss, shared flight info with other flight 
groups and…. of course—we flew!   
 

PAPA members fly for business and commercial purposes, 
give flight instruction, take flight instruction for recurrent 
training and for new ratings, fly for breakfast, lunch and/or 
dinner, and just fly for fun.  Did you fly this month? 



2010 0FFICERS & DIRECTORS  
 

PRESIDENT  Jim Kwasek  847-322-7117  
   information@palwaukee-flyers.com 
VICE PRESIDENT Sheila Macomber       773-578-1553  
   arkraiders01-pilot@yahoo.com 
SECRETARY  Bob Hanaford  312-899-9020  
   rhanaford@hanafordlaw.com 
TREASURER  Ken Riesterer  857-456-1791  
   papamembership@att.net 
DIRECTORS  Len Jablon  847-309-1885  
   lenjablonhelicopters@comcast.net 
   Jared Kosoglad  312-513-6000 
   jared@jaredlaw.com 
   Marty Kramer  847-823-0671  
   mjkram@sbcglobal.net 
   Howard Levinson      847-480-1118 
   howdl@sbcglobal.net 
   Jack Sheridan  312-909-2500 
   highjack13@aol.com 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 
AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP 
   Howard Levinson 847-480-1118  
      howdl@sbcglobal.net 
AWARDS/SCHOLARSHIP 
   Donna Turek    847-441-5066 
   turek6@aol.com 
BYLAWS/LEGAL 
   Bob Hanaford    312-899-9020 
    rhanaford@hanafordlaw.com 
MEMBERSHIP 
   Ken Riesterer    847-456-1791  
   papamembership@att.net 
SAFETY/PROGRAMS 
   Jim Kwasek  847-322-7117
   information@palwaukee-flyers.com 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 
   Rusty Stevens    847-910-2789   
   cd987rusty@aol.com 
WEBMASTER 
   Jim Kwasek    847-322-7117  
   webmaster@pwkpilots.org 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
   Madeleine Monaco   847-358-1747   
   99mjm@sbcglobal.net 
NEWSLETTER ADS 
   Rusty Stevens  847-910-2789 
   cd987rusty@aol.com 
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PAPA 2010 EVENT SCHEDULE 
 

All Board Meetings are held at Atlantic Aviation  
in the Conference Room at 7:00 pm 

 
 

JULY  14 Board Meeting 
 

  17 Saturday Fly In Event TBD 
 

AUGUST 11 Board Meeting 
 

  25 Membership Hangar Picnic 
   Celebrate with our winners! 
 

SEPTEMBER   1 Board Meeting 
 

  22 General Safety Meeting 
   Topic and Location TBD 
 

OCTOBER 13 Board Meeting 
 

NOVEMBER   3 Board Meeting 
 

  17 Annual Meeting & Election of 
   Officers and Directors 
   General Safety Meeting 
   Topic and location TBD 
 

DECEMBER   1 Board Meeting 
 

    8 Holiday Dinner 
 

  11 Santa Fly In Toy Drop 
 

 
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
New In May 

New Regular Members: 
               Scott Vanderveen       Natalie Kasak 
New Family Affiliate Members: 
              Erika Jankowski          Mary Ellen Funke 

 
PAPA SEZ is published monthly by PAPA At  Chicago Executive.  PAPA was formed in 1987 as a forum for the users of Chicago Executive Airport  
(formerly known as Palwaukee) and a means to act as a conduit for information from the users to the governing body and from the governing body to 
the users.  PAPA’s mission is to promote the safety of operations and continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment 
with the pilots, users and community.  Membership in PAPA is open to any user of Chicago Executive Airport.  Membership dues are $30.00 annually 
and include a subscription to PAPA SEZ. 
 
Letters to the Editor, Feedback, Concerns and Questions and any articles submitted for publication must be received by the 15th of the month, will be 
printed on a space available basis, and may be edited for style, length and appropriate content.  Send text as a Microsoft Word file attached to an 
email to 99mjm@sbcglobal.net.  Any files not electronically transmitted, please make prior arrangement with the editor. 
 
PAPA SEZ 
1005 S Wolf Road Suite 106 
Wheeling, IL  60090-6408 
 

PWK FUEL 
 

See PWKPILOTS.ORG for fuel price snapshot and 
for daily fuel prices visit www.100ll.com or airnav.com 
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JETWHINE 
 
Becoming a Pilot: Is it a Relevant Choice?  
 

Is it karma that led NPR to broadcast a story on the dwindling number of student pilots in June? It reported an FAA esti-
mate that this year’s number of student pilot certificates would total less than 60,000, a “10 year low.” If you remember, 
June 1989 was the inauguration of the annual National Learn to Fly Month, and that year the FAA issued 142,554 student 
certificates.  The FAA only posts 10 years of airman numbers, but GAMA’s Statistical Databook  archive provides FAA 
numbers back to 1964, and less than 60,000 student certificates is not just a decade low but an all-time low. Student cer-
tificates peaked at 209,406 in 1968 and reached an all-time high of 210,180 in 1979. They have been in decline since then, 
falling  into five figures in 1994.  These numbers are student certificates issued. No one really knows how many students 
eventually earned a pilot certificate. And no one really knows how many quit before they got their student certificate, typi-
cally just before solo. An anecdotal presolo dropout guesstimation is 50 to 80 percent, so adding that  to the number of 
certificates issued means somewhere between 315,270 and 378,324 people started flying lessons in 1979.  
 

A question more pressing than the accurate number of those who dropped out or completed training  is why are increas-
ingly fewer Americans signing up for training? Looking at the primary factors involved, from training to recreational and 
career possibilities, the answer seems clear: becoming a pilot is no longer relevant to people today, especially to those 
who will become the next generation of professional pilots.  Still, tens of thousands step up to the challenge, and a few 
actually become pilots.  But imagine the outcry if public schools had flight training’s dropout rate. The flight training indus-
try’s typical response is little more than blaming the cost and lack of student determination. Certainly, both are factors, but 
a more important factor is one that also affects public schools: boredom.  Like public school curricula designed to meet the 
requirements of No Child Left Behind, flight training rarely goes beyond rote to teach the test.  Exacerbating this problem is 
aviation’s perpetuation of a system of pilot training and experience building that has changed little since the end of World 
War II.  The CFI and aspiring professional pilot in the NPR report explained  it perfectly:  His loans total nearly $100,000, 
and to build the  experience that will qualify him for a $20,000-a-year right seat in a regional airliner, he’s forced to “flight 
instruct, tow banners, haul skydivers”  Think about the attitude bred by this decades-old system and the declining student 
and pilot population should surprise no one. Students expect a teacher, but what they often get is a disinterested safety 
pilot who regurgitates the rote education he memorized from a CFI just like him.  Following tradition, the NPR story re-
ported that the low student numbers would lead to a shortage of professional pilots. Really? Has a flight ever been can-
celled because there was no one to sit up front? It is true that airlines have lowered their entry-level flight-time require-
ments, and following tradition, NPR reported that this reduces safety.  
 

Nonsense. Flight time is a lousy measure of a pilot’s capabilities. Training is what makes the difference. Just ask the US 
Navy. Its aviators enter the fleet with roughly the same flight time as new commercial pilots, 250 hours. The low-time avia-
tors are landing F-18s on a pitching carrier deck at night, and new commercial pilots worry about how often they will have 
to fly a lazy eight during their careers.  Maybe, must maybe, a shortage of professional pilots will really happen this time. 
People are pretty smart, especially when their heroes are not the descendants of Lindbergh and Earhart  but the wizards of 
technology and business who exemplify the benefits of smart decisions that bring a good return on the investment of their 
intelligence, time, and effort. Historically, aviation only makes changes when it is forced to; the federal aviation regulations 
are proof of that. So only a true shortage of professional pilots will force aviation to abandon its 60-year-old model of train-
ing and professional development. Maybe.  A good solution might be the military model, where candidates vie for a cov-
eted seat, knowing they will receive top-notch proficiency-based training designed for the mission they will soon fulfill. Any-
one can apply, but only the best will be chosen for the education program that fills a guaranteed professional pilot slot. Be-
cause the airlines would have more invested in their pilots, perhaps they wouldn’t treat them like Doritos: Hard financial 
times? Furlough them! There will always be new suckers who still believe in the happy airline pilot dream.  
  

Collegiate aviation programs might be an excellent professional pilot training partner. Aside from having the necessary 
human and knowledge resources, equipment, and facilities, it would be easier to ensure consistent screening,  curricula, 
and assessment of proficiency through the system of accreditation they all now comply with.  Such a model would take 
private flight schools and instructors out of the mix of professional pilot training, but such is the price of progress. This hap-
pens to all fields, just ask anyone in publishing what the Internet has done to the print side of the business. But progress 
forces us to change, adapt, and adopt new ways, and flight schools can do the same.  First, flight schools must accept that 
they are in the education business, not the aviation business. To survive and prosper they should develop mission-based 
education programs for those who need personal all-weather transportation in  technically-advanced airplanes or want to 
fly purely for sport—for the fun of it. And hire teachers, not safety pilots.  Then, flight schools and instructors must actively 
recruit students from their community, not sit around and wait for some national effort, like the long forgotten National 
Learn to Fly Month, to send prospects through their doors.  Finally, schools and instructors must address aviation’s horren-
dous dropout rate. Because becoming a pilot is no longer relevant to most Americans, each new student pilot is a rare re-
source that must be treated with respect. – Scott Spangler 
 

Reprinted from Jetwhine.com, the blog of aviation buzz and bold opinion.  
Jetwhine is the brainchild of PAPA member Rob Mark. A subscription is free. Just visit the blog at Jetwhine.com. 

 



SUNDAY MORNING BREAKFAST CLUB 
    
 

The Sunday Morning Breakfast Club (SMBC) is a group of Chicagoland pilots who enjoy weekly flights to a specific 
destination for breakfast.  With members based in Illinois, Wisconsin, and Indiana, the group has over fifty pilots who 
participate. Some of those regular participants are also members of PAPA At Chicago Executive. 
  

Whether it's an EAA Pancake Breakfast or a breakfast at an airport restaurant, SMBCers are in the air on Sunday 
mornings (weather permitting), eager to enjoy each others' camaraderie, both in the air and on the ground.  
 

Why not join us on our next "adventure"?  We'll be listening for you Sunday morning on 122.75 
 
For pilots, flying to a destination for breakfast or the proverbial “$100 hamburger” is a great excuse to fly, and a tradi-
tion that dates back to the early days of general aviation just before and after World War II. In many areas of the 
United States, groups of pilots fly with friends to various airports that have restaurants on or near them for breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, or just to have somewhere to go.   
 

A common theme among all pilots is the close friendship and common bonds they share as they search out their ad-
ventures. It’s not uncommon for pilots to spend time together away from flying, and to share social and family bonds. 
In the Chicago area, one such group of pilots call themselves The Sunday Morning Breakfast Club.  
 

The tradition began when the first members up on a Sunday morning (typically around 8 a.m.) would tune to the des-
ignated radio frequency and ask, “Where are we going today?” This group, known as the “Where are we going?” club 
was the true beginning of The Sunday Morning Breakfast Club, also known by the initials SMBC. 
According to long-time member Pete Bayer, the group moved to 122.75 MHz, which is the designated FCC channel 
for air-to-air communications, and each Sunday morning at 8 A.M. they would chat en route to the morning’s destina-
tion. Typically, unless the destination has been pre-planned, the first ‘crew’ up calls the destination, or a lively discus-
sion ensues where the airborne crews debate on what is the best destination. 
 

In addition to breakfast flights, the SMBC has flown to destinations such as the American Champion factory in Roch-
ester, WI and the Sonex factory in Oshkosh, WI, as well as dinner flights, and even canoe trips. A recent event has 
been the annual "NASCAR Departure Party" at Lewis airport, following the NASCAR race at Chicagoland Speedway 
Joliet. NASCAR drivers, car owners, celebrities, and dignitaries all fly into and out of Lewis in their business jets, mak-
ing the day a fun spectator event for SMBC pilots. An annual SMBC Christmas Party dates back to 1979. An annual 
trip to the EAA Sun-N-Fun fly-in convention in Lakeland, Florida, and on to various side trips such as the Bahamas, 
Marathon Key, or Key West, has also been an annual highlight.  Some members have built their own aircraft; some 
others fly older (“vintage”) aircraft, and some fly new aircraft. Many participants are involved in aviation professionally 
as pilots, mechanics, or other professions related to aviation. Some simply fly for the fun of it, but as with many pilots, 
most members profess a true enthusiasm for anything related to flying. The common passion of flight enables the 
group to share many hours with good friends and great conversation.  
 

From its early roots in Chicago, the club now sports members from all areas of Chicagoland, and some events see as 
many as 30 to 35 aircraft flying for breakfast on Sunday morning, as well as on special occasions.   It's truly amazing 
that the group is so large, and diverse, yet it thrives without the benefit of formal meetings, dues, officers, or the other 
trappings of a formal organization. 
 
New members are always welcome, and if a pilot is interested in taking part in the fun the same rule applies today as 
it did back in the 1970's; takeoff at 8 A.M. on Sunday, tune to 122.75, and call out “wherewegoing?” You’re sure to get 
an answer and enjoy the banter and conversation en route, as well as have breakfast with newfound friends.  
 
Here are the JULY and AUGUST destinations—join in!!!! 
 
•  Jul 3 -- Watervliet (40C), Pancake breakfast 
•  Jul 4 -- Mt. Morris (C55), EAA Fly-in Breakfast 
•  Jul 11 -- Michigan City (KMGC), Pancake Breakfast  
•  Jul 18 -- East Troy (57C), Fly-in Breakfast 
•  Jul 24/25 -- Galt (10C), Pancake Breakfast 
•  Aug 8 -- Hartenbower (2V3), Pancake Breakfast 
•  Aug 22 -- Poplar Grove (C77), Pancake Breakfast 
•  Aug 22 -- Rochelle Municipal (KRPJ), Corn Roast and Pork Chop Lunch 
 

LINK TO THE SMBC WEBSITE:       http://sites.google.com/site/smbcflyers/ 
LINK TO HISTORY OF THE SMBC: http://sites.google.com/site/smbcflyers/smbc-history 
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PAPA FLY MARKET 

Classified Ads are FREE TO PAPA MEMBERS 
 

For Sale—1978 Centurian Turbo 210: Full IFR, Storm Scope and Northstar LORAN, Gear door mods, recent TBO, less 
than 50 hours.  $119,950.00.  Will take part payment in a Note.  Can also sell 1/3 interest.  Hangared at Midway.                       
Call 847-849-4803 
 
 

NEWLY REDUCED1/4 share 1976 172M, 4800 TT, 1076 SMO, hangared PWK, dual Narco 12KD, IFR capable, Garmin 
196, Trafficscope Tpas, Tanis heater, recent leather interior, $12,000.  Jerry Krandel, 847-347-7423 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS RUN THREE MONTHS UNLESS CANCELLED OR RENEWED 

                
FREE RIDE 

OR 10% LABOR DISCOUNT 
With this coupon 

For New Maintenance Customers  

 
IS GETTING A RIDE HOME  

 FROM THE MAINTENANCE SHOP A HASSLE? 
 

Complimentary round trip transportation from Galt. 
 Experienced on a wide vairety of General Aviation airplanes including radials.  

Owner assist Annuals welcome (Please call for details).  
We also offer paintwork and avionics installs.  

  
 CALL NOW to reserve your slot on the schedule! 

 Ask for Brian at 815-648-2642 
 

    Learn more about our services and flat rate prices at www.GaltAirport.net 
  

 

 



 .  
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From the FAAst Team…….. 
 
Wire Strikes - Significant Danger 
 
Notice Number: NOTC2279 
 
Wire strikes continue to be a significant contributor 
to helicopter and fixed wing general aviation acci-
dents.  Although these accidents are not always  
fatal, about 30% do result in a fatality. Not only is 
there the cost of a human life, these strikes can  
also have enormous economic impacts on the     
aircraft owners, utilities, and general public.   
 
The FAA would like to thank Southern California 
Edison and Helicopter Association International 
(HAI) for partnering on an effort to educate the    
flying public on "Surviving the Wires Environment" 
and producing and providing a video for all to 
view.  The FAA encourages all pilots and flight  
crew to watch this informative video. You can  
watch the video by clicking here.    
 
Saving lives through collision avoidance!!!!  

SPECIAL EVENTS AT PWK 
 

Chicago Executive 
Airport Open House 

 July 24!     Warbirds!  Fun For Kids! 
 Exhibits!  Great Food! 
 
PAPA At Chicago Executive needs volunteers 
to help out at our booth.  Contact us and tell us 
what time slot you can fill. 
 
We will leave you plenty of time to enjoy the  
exhibits and the day at the airport. 
 
 
 

PAPA At Chicago Executive  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP  
APPRECIATION PICNIC 

 

Wednesday, August 25 
6:00 pm 

 

Hangar 13 
 

Free to members 
 

FOOD 
FUN 

FRIENDSHIP 
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1005 S WOLF ROAD  SUITE 106 
WHEELING, IL  60090-6408 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 HANGAR PICNIC 
 

JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL  
MEMBERSHIP APPRECIATION EVENT 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25TH 
 
 

 


