
Reflections On My Friendship With

Gene Badal
By Albert E. Riley

Except For The Moment, All Our Lives Are Spent In Memory

From a wonderful early 1946 April morning when, as a 19-
year-old Naval Aviation Cadet, flying out of the Glenview Naval
Air Station I first soled in a Stearman airplane… through the
many years of flying my Up-To-Date-State-Of-The-Art
Comanche…  aviation and the pilots I have known and
treasured as friends has brought me wonderful sense of
contentment and fulfillment.

Gene’s assertive, practical and often brash approach to our
partnership negotiations revealed a keen intellect. Before
he bought into the partnership I wanted him to fly the
plane, … go though the logbooks, … talk with my previous
partners.  I wanted a happy partner.

He took well to the intricacies of flying my plane with its
museum quality improvements. The ancient Mark 12’s nav
radios worked well enough, although dealing with the tower
or ATC with all the new frequencies required a handheld
radio.  By connecting it to the headset and the plane’s
antenna and making sure the cables didn’t get snarled, you
flew the plane with your left hand with the voice and
command of a 747 Captain.  Gene picked up these
procedures quickly enough. He had the makings of a great
partner.

I first met Gene Badal some eight years ago, two years after
his retirement, during his early searching for an active life
beyond those exciting business years. I think he had mellowed
a bit as he began to explore aviation as a new challenge. He
became my partner in the not-so-up-to-date–state-of-the-
art Piper Comanche airplane.

Gene often, to my absolute delight, regaled me with stories
about his business life.  Stories about his Assyrian heritage
and his family’s journey from what is now northern Iraq to
the home and neighborhood where he grew up told me a lot
about Gene.

He often spoke about that neighborhood, about his friends
and his growing–up experiences. “I had to be pushy. That
was the only way a short fat kid could get along,” he often
said.

PAPA Loses A Friend:
Gene Badal passed away in early January.

Our condoenses to Gene’s family and friends.
He will be missed.

I knew from the beginning that Gene had the spark of aviation
romance when after signing the partnership documents he
presented me with a copy of Lindberg’s autobiography. The
partnership became a five year success.

Memories of our partnership will always cheer me and warm
my heart.  As we created a new Up-To-Date-State-Of-The-
Art Comanche.  He opened my eyes to a new and exciting
world, to renewed interest in the challenges of life.  His
charm, his spirited discussions, his ethical standards and
his fairness in dealing with me, the instructors, the repair
shops, and all the service employees we encountered on
our trips, set a high standard of operation for the
partnership.  In the end, I also believe, he embraced the
wonder, romance and excitement of aviation inspired by
the exploits of Charles Lindberg so artfully described in
that autobiography he gave me.

Continued on page  4
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PAPA SEZ is published monthly by PAPA At Chicago Executive (PAPA) - a non-profit

organization. PAPA was formed in 1987 as a forum for the users of Chicago

Executive Airport*. PAPA’s mission is to promote the safety of operations and

continued development of Chicago Executive Airport in a fraternal environment with

the pilots, users and community. Membership in PAPA is open to any user of Chicago

Executive Airport. Membership dues are $30.00 annually and include a subscription

to PAPA SEZ. *Formerly Palwaukee Municipal Airport.

Letters to the Editor, Feedback, Concerns, and Questions

Letters to the Editor and any articles submitted for publication must be received by

the 15th of the month, will be printed on a space available basis, and may be edited for

style and length. PDF or e-mail text OK but Microsoft Word files preferred. Please email

to: editor@pwkpilots.org or send to:

EDITOR, PAPA SEZ

1005 S Wolf Road Suite 106

Wheeling IL 60090-6408

Visit the PAPA Web Site: http://www.pwkpilots.org
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DIRECTORS
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S. Guru Prasad 847-921-3462 sprasad2@enh.org
Jack Sheridan 312-909-2500 highjack13@aol.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

AIRPORT SUPPORT NETWORK REP
Howard Levinson 847-480-1118 howdl@sbcglobal.net

AWARDS/SCHOLARSHIP
Ray Chou 312-656-2696 rchou@urbansolutionsllc.com

BYLAWS/LEGAL
Bob Hanaford 312-899-9020 rhanaford@hanafordlaw.com

MEMBERSHIP
Ken Riesterer 847-456-1791 papamembership@att.net

SAFETY/PROGRAM
Jack Sheridan 312-909-2500 highjack13@aol.com

PUBLIC RELATIONS
Barry Axelrod 847-217-0707 takeoff95@aol.com
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WEBMASTER
Jim Kwasek 847-332-7117 webmaster@pwkpilots.org

NEWSLETTER
Sheila Macomber 773-578-1553 arkraiders01-pilot@yahoo.com

PAPA 2009 Event Schedule -

PROPOSED

All Board Meetings will be held at Atlantic Aviation

Conference Room at 7:00 p.m.

All General Meeting locations TBA

JANUARY

14 Board Meeting

FEBRUARY

11 Board Meeting

25 General Safety Meeting –

MARCH

11 Board Meeting

APRIL

8 Board Meeting

22 General Safety Meeting –

MAY

13 Board Meeting

16 Fly-out for lunch

JUNE

10 Board Meeting

JULY

8 Board Meeting

AUGUST

12 Board Meeting

26 Membership Hangar Picnic

SEPTEMBER

9 Board Meeting

23 General Safety Meeting -

OCTOBER

14 Board Meeting

NOVEMBER

4 Board Meeting

18 Annual General Safety Meeting & Election of

Directors - Topic TBA

DECEMBER

2 Board Meeting

9 PAPA Holiday Party

12 Toy Drop
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A Hard-Won Tribute: Painting

Captures A Moment In Time When A

B-29 Crew Finds A Safe Haven
By Larry W. Bledsoe

Aviation art often tells the story of a particular aircraft by
depicting a specific moment in time.

It can tell whatever the artist wants it to say – the beauty
of flight, the horrors of war, or those last exhausting, but
exhilarating, moments of flight when man finally returns to
Earth after a very long flight.

John Shaw’s “Iwo Jima: A Hard-Won Haven” is such a painting.
It depicts a battle-damaged B-29 with one prop feathered
and an engine on fire, making an emergency landing on Iwo
Jima, which was a safe haven in the middle of an unforgiving
ocean that could easily swallow a damaged plane and its
crew without leaving a trace. The painting also is a tribute
to the Marines who paid a high price to save the lives of
American airmen.

bombing raid in the war against Japan on Aug. 2, 1945, General
LeMay sent 855 B-29s to six cities with 6,632 tons of bombs.

The sleek bombers had to fly nearly 1,400 miles from Saipan
before reaching their targets. Battle damage, mechanical
problems, even adverse headwinds could make a safe flight
back to Saipan problematic at best. An emergency airfield
somewhere in between was obviously needed. Iwo Jima,
which was just over 600 miles from Saipan, was the only
choice. Okinawa was used for a while but it was hundreds
of miles out of the way.

Because of the need, an assault on Iwo Jima was launched
on Feb. 19, 1945. By the end of March three airfields were
ready to receive B-29s. It was very costly in terms of American
lives and wounded – 5,391 Marines killed and another 17,400
wounded. Admiral Nimitz’s tribute to the Americans who
fought for Iwo Jima said of them “uncommon valor was a
common virtue.”

John Shaw dedicates this limited edition lithograph “Iwo
Jima: A Hard-Won Haven” to the U.S. Marines and American
airmen who fought there. “For the Marines, this place
threatened certain death,” he said. “For 25,000 American
airmen, it meant life.”

The artist also says this lithograph “salutes all the
extraordinary veterans who participated in this legendary
battle in 1945.”

It is available in several editions, featuring veterans’ signatures
representing a variety of experiences at Iwo Jima, ranging
from Medal of Honor Marines to Oscar-winning combat
cinematographers to flag-raisers to B-29 pilots who made
multiple emergency landings at Iwo Jima, he adds.

Shaw’s painting shows Mount Suribachi in the distance,
where the most famous flag raising of the war took place.
Next to the runway are Marines who were guarding the
airfield from remnants of the Japanese forces still on the
island. The painting captures a moment in time when another
B-29 crew finds a safe haven, which was the reason for the
Battle of Iwo Jima.

Larry W. Bledsoe is an avid aviation historian and writer.

Reprinted with permission from General Aviation News.
www.generalaviationnews.com.

B-29 bases were set up on Saipan and Tinian from which the
20th Air Force launched their aerial assault on Japan’s
mainland. The 20th AF, established on April 4, 1944, was the
only U.S. Air Force created for the sole purpose of taking a
single type aircraft into combat – the B-29 Superfortress.

The first B-29 organization to see combat was the 20th
Bomber Command under Maj. Gen. Kenneth B. Wolfe. It
arrived in India in April 1944, moving to bases in China shortly
thereafter. Its first combat mission on June 5, 1944, was
from India against the Makasan Railway yards in Bangkok. Its
next mission 10 days later was from China, when it hit the
iron works in Yawata, Japan.

In early September 1944, the first B-29s started to arrive in
the Marianas. On Nov. 1, while on a reconnaissance mission,
the B-29 “Tokyo Rose” became the first superbomber over
Tokyo. The first raid on Tokyo proper was made Nov. 24, and
was led by Brig. Gen. Emmett “Rosie” O’Donnell. The pilot
of the lead aircraft on that raid was Col. Robert K. Morgan
of “Memphis Belle” fame, flying his B-29 “Dauntless Dotty.”

In January 1945, General Curtis LeMay moved from India to
Saipan to take command of the 21st BC. Within a short period
of time he instituted fire bombing and low level attacks
with great success. He then enlarged his five wings — the
58th, 73rd, 313th, 314th and 315th — to full strength and
increased the size of the bombing raids. On the largest

PWK Fuel
As of January 12, 2009

Signature

100LL $5.39 full serve retail
Weekday M-F topoff $4.85 (10%) & Weekends

$4.89 ($.50)

Atlantic
100LL $5.57 full serve

For daily fuel prices visit: www.100ll.com
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We regularly flew with the Palwaukee Lunchwaffe, that

wonderful group of high-living, risk-taking, adventure-seeking

pilots dedicated to Saturday fly-outs.  He often warmly

thanked me for introducing him to that world of aviation.  I

admit watching with great enjoyment as Gene brought fresh

air, challenge and excitement to the Lunchwaffe world.

A passage in that wonderful book Wind, Sand and Stars

written by Antoine de Saint Exupéry published long ago in

1939 describes the kind of romance and excitement of early

aviation history that has motivated me and I believe inspired

Gene. It puts into words the memory of my friendship with

him. It goes like this:

“Airline pilots are widely dispersed over the face of the

world. They land alone at scattered and remote airports,

isolated from each other rather in the manner of sentinels

… between whom no words can be spoken. It needs the

accident of journeyings to bring together … here or there

… the dispersed members of this great professional family.”

“Round the table in the evening, at Casablanca, at Dakar, at

Buenos Aires, we take up conversations interrupted by years

of silence, we resume friendships to the accompaniment of

buried memories. And then we are off again.

“Thus is the earth at once a desert and a paradise, rich in

secret hidden gardens, gardens inaccessible, but to which

the aviation craft leads us ever back, one day or another.

Life may scatter us and keep us apart; it may prevent us

from thinking very often of one another; but we know that

our comrades are somewhere “out there.” Where? One can

hardly say - silent, forgotten, but deeply faithful. And when

our path crosses theirs, they greet us with such manifest

joy, shake us so gaily by the shoulders! In-deed, we are

accustomed to waiting.

“Bit by bit, nevertheless, it comes over us that we shall

never again hear the laughter of our friend, that this one

garden is forever locked against us. And at that moment

begins our true mourning, which, though it may not be

rending, is yet a little bitter. For nothing, in truth, can

replace that companion.  Old friends cannot be created

out of hand. Nothing can match the treasure of common

memories, of trials endured together, of quarrels and

reconciliations and generous emotions. It is idle, having

planted an acorn in the morning, to expect that afternoon

to sit in the shade of the oak.”

 “So life goes on. For years we plant the seed, we feel

ourselves rich; and then comes other years when time does

its work and our plantation is made sparse and thin. One by

one, our comrades slip away, and deprive us of their shade.”

Goodbye Gene.

Gene Badal: A Life of Excellence
By Ray Dash

Gene was a highly intelligent
man with all the attendant
characteristics...

· He had Broad interests in
diverse areas.

· And he had Expertise in
many of these areas.

· And he had a General
curiosity about new
subjects.

He was always able to express himself elegantly, clearly and
precisely.  When he spoke his presence was recognized and
everyone would turn to listen to him. He had strong opinions
and even those who disagreed with these opinions would
respect his knowledge and clarity of expression.

Gene also strived for excellence throughout his life:
excellence in his educational endeavors, in his professional
life, and in his relationships with his friends and family.

And, certainly, excellence in his flying ability. He was a highly
competent pilot. He never stopped training – never stopped
learning.  He pushed himself to attempt increasingly more
difficult procedures. He would challenge himself with highly
complex cross country flights.

He strived for excellence in all of his flying experiences.

Gene Badal

Continued from page 1

Painting by Judith Mason-Macomber



PAPA SEZ    January 2009     page 5

December Membership Report

New Regular Members:
John Belcher

New Family Affiliate Members:
None

New Student Members:
None

Changes to Chicago Class B Airspace

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will hold two fact
finding informal meetings regarding the plan to modify the
Chicago Class B airspace area. These meetings are in addition
to the three meetings held this past September.

The informal meetings will be held:

Monday, February 23, 2009 at 1pm
Lewis University, Harold E. White Aviation Center

1 University Parkway
Romeoville, IL 60446 

Thursday, February 26, 2008 at 5pm
DuPage Flight Center

Chicago DuPage Airport
2700 International Drive
West Chicago, IL 60185

For information and questions regarding these meetings,
please contact Anne Hulsey, FAA Chicago TRACON, 1100
Bowes Road, Elgin, IL, 60123; or phone (847) 608-5524.

Meeting agendas will include sign-in, FAA presentation of
planned modifications, and public comments. (graphic of
proposed changes is available on our website:
www.pwkpilots.org)

On the Saturday after our holiday dinner, I joined Howard

and Hariette Levinson for the drive down to Shriners Hospital

to deliver donations of toys from PAPA members and airport

businesses. We arrived several hours before their holiday

party, so did not have a chance to meet any of the children,

but we received a warm welcome and assistance in unloading

Howard’s car. The following letter was received in thanks

from the hospital:

Dear PAPA At Chicago Executive,

We would like to thank you for your thoughtfulness and

generosity in donating to us over 75 toys, stuffed animals,

children’s book and clothing items. It is people like you who

make this a special place.

As you know, Shriners Hospitals for Children in Chicago

provides orthopaedic and plastic surgery as well as

rehabilitation for 10,000 children actively receiving care at

the present time. Those services provided at the Chicago

Hospital are at no charge to the parents.

On behalf of the Board of Governors, the hospital staff and

especially the children, I thank you for these gifts.

Sincerely,

Philip Magid,

Director of Financial Services.

Toys for Shriners Hospital
By Sheila Macomber

PAPA SEZ Mailed Hard-Copy

Opt-Out

If you wish to opt-out of receiving your PAPA Monthly

Newsletter “PAPA SEZ” in the USPS mail, please send an email

to papa@pwkpilots.org and put your name and opt-out in the

subject line.

If you would like to receive email information and

correspondence from PAPA and you are not already on our

list, please send an email to papa@pwkpilots.org and put your

name and add-me in the subject line.
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For sale -1978 Centurion Turbo 210:
Full IFR. Storm scope and Northstar LORAN. Gear door mods. Recent TBO. Less than 50 hours. $119,950.00. Will take part payment in a

Note. Can also sell 1/3 interest. Hangared at Midway. Call 847/849-4803.

Anyone interested in flying American Champion’s Light Sport Tailwheel Airplane - the Champ? Doc Eberhardt, some other folks, and myself
are working on a shared ownership plan with four pilots per plane, and quality-control structure. Let’s keep flying safe, fun and affordable.

If interested contact Ray Klaus at: arayaviation@aol.com, or call 847.823.5995.

For sale: Porsche Boxster “S”. 12,500 miles, full factory warrantee 48,000 miles/end of 2009. Grey metallic, grey top, full leather, Tiptonic
auto, Bose sound with CD. Pristine. Howard Levinson, 847-480-1118, 847-858-3638

¼ share partnership 1976 172M. 4800TT 1076SOM, hangared PWK, dual Narco 12KD, IFR capable, Garmin 196, Trafficscope Tpas. Tanis
heater, recent leather interior. $13,500. Call Jerry Krandel 847-347-7423.

CLASSIFIED ADS RUN THREE MONTHS UNLESS CANCELLED OR RENEWED.
PLEASE CONTACT: editor@pwkpilots.org

PAPA Fly Market
Classified Ads are FREE TO PAPA MEMBERS

WriteUps
We are looking for aviation stories, comments, anecdotes, travelogues, or photos, etc. for the WriteUps Column.
PAPA members may submit material to: editor@pwkpilots.org and put “WriteUps” in the subject line. Stories should
be 1000 words or less and may be edited for length or language.

PAPA At Chicago Executive wishes to thank the businesses and members who have supported us in
2008 with donated meeting space, services, goods, and time:

Atlantic Aviation

AV Chicago

Chicago Executive Airport

Glenbrook Hospital

Len Jablon Helicopters

Jim McLennan

MOVCO Media Productions

Palwaukee Flyers

Signature Flight Service

And lastly, all PAPA Members who served on the Board and in Committees, contributed articles
to PAPA SEZ, helped with meeting setup/clean-up, and those that donated gifts for the children
in the Shriners Hospital.

You are the best of the best and make the smooth running of this organization a reality.

If your business provided support and was not mentioned above – with apologies, we send our
thanks to you also.

Thank You
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